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Newsletter of Lord of Life Lutheran Church

LORD OF LIFE LINE

"Be strong, and let us be courageous for the sake of
our people, and for the cities of our God; and may the
Lord do what seems good to him.” - 2 Samuel 10:12

This Fall I will be inviting you to live out your faith
in daily life and with courage. I will be passing out
prayer cards for you to use each day. These "Prayer
of Courage for Faith in Daily Life" prayer cards are a
starting point for each day. My goal is for everyone
who calls Lord of Life home to join me in this prayer
every day.

Faith in daily life requires courage. Inviting God's
help as we face each day reminds us that our
courage is found in God, not merely by our own
doing. 
(continued next page)

Be of Good Courage
Pastor Paul Amlin
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Continued...

I like the Prophet Samuel's words. "Be strong, and let us be courageous for the
sake of our people, and for the cities of God; and may the Lord do what seems
good to him." Samuel was a key figure in the Hebrew Bible (Old Testament early
books) because he modeled courage by helping God's people to transition from
the period of biblical judges to a kingdom under Saul's (and later David's) rule.
The people begged God for a messiah and God provided Saul and David. Later,
God will provide the people another Messiah in Jesus Christ.

These early Bible readings are full of stories of God'e people trying and failing to
live out their faith in daily life. God is faithful and, as our confirmation youth will
tell you (I pray), God does not give up on God's people. God won't give up on us,
either. God has already done the work of our salvation. God's grace has already
been shared, what remains is for us to embrace how we live in response.
Faithfully. Daily. 

I'm not advocating for you to become a televangelist or to thump anyone over
the head with your Bible (ouch!) but I am asking you to take your faith with you
into every situation. With courage. As you make decisions each day, begin with
prayer. As you wonder about the direction to take in life, school, retirement, or
in your daily vocation, ask how God is at work around you and how you might
join in the effort. When given the chance to choose kindness out of love for your
neighbor, choose kindness. 

Maybe you are already doing some of these things. Hooray! How are you
engaging your faith as you show kindness or make good choices at work or
school? How are you giving thanks to God for kindnesses received or clean water
to drink or for a meal? Our prayer cards include these words, "Give us faith to go
out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that your hand is
leading us and your love supporting us..."

What would it look like for you to go out in good courage? To be stretched to act
or serve others in a way that is not comfortable? Give us faith, indeed, God.

Will you join me, will you join your congregation, in praying this prayer each
day? Will you join me in stepping out in faith to love and serve and worship in
God's name? I pray that your answer will be a resounding yes.

In peace and hope,
Pastor Paul
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We need helpers to maintain the rain garden. What is the rain garden & why
do we have one? The City of Asbury required a water management plan as
part of our building project. The garden contains specific plants that absorb
water runoff. It is located at the back corner of our property.  Maintenance
consists of weeding and, if needed, watering. Don’t know what’s a weed &
what’s a plant? No problem. There will be assistance with plant identification. 
Do you have an affinity for flowers? Have you appreciated the beautiful
display surrounding our building? Thanks to the Heers who led the way for
our landscaping, drivers & walkers along Hales Mill & Spring Green can
appreciate God’s gift of natural beauty.Might you be interested in helping
maintain the area? 
Are you moderately comfortable with Zoom, Facebook and other technology?
We will continue to stream our services long after COVID becomes history, so
we need helpers to run the equipment during worship. Hands-on training is
available (including several sessions with experienced tech volunteers).
Please consider supporting this important element to our outreach efforts.
Although the January annual meeting seems a long way off, it’s time to
consider Council membership. Several of our current member’s terms will
expire. Please prayerfully consider offering your skills. Meetings are held the
2nd Tuesday of each month (except July) at 6:30. Duties will be outlined in
the Time & Talent survey.

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful
stewards of God’s grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4;10
September brings an opportunity to restart what we’ve set aside for the summer.
At Lord of Life that means we return to our 8:00 & 10:30 Sunday service
schedule. Confirmation, choir/band practices, and Sunday School resume.  As
we settle into a new routine, let’s all think about how we can serve the
congregation, community, & world. In September the Worship & Music
committee will conduct a Time & Talent survey. The survey will include a short
description of each opportunity. Consider how you would like to serve. Perhaps
you’ll find a new way to contribute your skills.

Here’s a few ideas:

September 12 is God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday. There’ll be several projects
suitable for all age levels. Join us following the 10:30 service for fun and
fellowship! As we ‘restart’, may we be blessed in our efforts to serve God by
serving others!

From the Council President
Susan Hansen
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Sunday School Registration forms are available at church. Please take the time to complete
the forms and return them to the office or education mailbox. Sunday School begins
September 12th with a Cross Generational morning at 9:15 AM. Please plan to attend as a
whole family for some faith learning and a time of service. And after the second service, we
hope you will stay for a church picnic and time of fellowship. Pack your own lunch and we
will have activities to enjoy.

September 15th will be the first large group/small group Sunday School meeting.
Throughout the year, the second Sunday of each month will be Cross Generational Sunday
School for families to attend together.

At this point, Lord of Life has returned to masking indoors. This will include children during
the Sunday School hour. This may change later in the year, and all updates will be
communicated with parents. If you have any questions about the upcoming Sunday School
year please be in touch with Maria Troftgruben.

Parish Education
Maria Troftgruben

We will return to our Fall worship schedule in September. Sunday mornings at 8:00 & 10:30
AM. with a live stream of the 10:30 AM service. We are looking at streaming the early service
as well, but only via our website and social media platforms.

Sunday School will happen between services. See Maria's article for more details. Adult faith
formation will resume the second week of September, between services. Confirmation classes
will resume on Wednesday, September 8th at 6:00 PM.

Fall Worship Schedule Update
A Return to Regular Schedule

Classes resume for our young people entering grades 7 and 8, and special gatherings are
planned for those preparing to affirm their faith at our Reformation Sunday worship
celebration. If you have note received a letter from me, please reach out ASAP. All youth
need to complete registration, forms available via our website. 
https://www.lordoflife.online/confirmation-forms.html

Confirmation
Update and Information | Classes Starting Soon!

Youth Pool Party
Grades 6-12 Invited!
All Lord of Life Youth are invited to a backyard pool party on Sunday, September 19th from
3-5pm. We will be at the home of Jason and Sara Jones in Epworth (see directory). Please
RSVP to Maria Troftgruben maria_troftgruben@hotmail.com or call (see directory).
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Treasurer's Report
Alan Stache

It's time to gather, connect and have fun as we look forward to a new year of faith formation
ministries. Everyone is invited to attend Cross Generational Sunday School at 9:15 in the
sanctuary. There will be music, opportunities to share and connect, and a chance to explore
our faith together. The second half of the education hour will be focused on service activities
at church: packing school bags with supplies, light cleaning around church, and making cards
to send to church members. The fun continues after the second service! Everyone is invited
to bring a picnic lunch to share time of fellowship beginning at around 11:30 AM

Rally Day 2021
Sunday, September 12 @ 9:15 AM in the Lord of Life Sanctuary

Have kids? Have challenges (and joys)? Join us in gathering as a small group this Fall around
the experiences and challenges of parenting. We'll share, learn from, and pray for each other,
45-60 mins at a time. Weekly discussions informed by the book Parenting by Faith: What
Jesus Said to Parents (Patricia Batten, 2019). October 6 through mid-November, Wednesdays
at 6:15 PM, by Zoom or at church (TBD). Try joining us just once (no strings attached).

Parenting Support Group
Wednesday Nights Beginning October 6 with Troy & Maria
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For over 15 years, we at Lord of Life Lutheran Church have supported the St.
Mark's Youth Enrichment Center and their "Apples for Students" campaign.
Through our donations, we have provided school supplies and bags for many at-
risk students from East Dubuque to Cascade.

This year we forwarded $385 to St Mark's from the generous members in our
congregation. In addition, we provided $250 worth of water color paints using a
Thrivent Action Team card and 13 members of our Thrivent team donated four
hours of their time on August 11 to help fill these bags. This is a great way for us
to be a helping hand in our community.

Care in our Community
Thank you for supporting the Apples for Students Program.

God's Work

Our Hands

Our sympathies go out to Jan Miller and her family on the death of her husband, Robert
Miller. Please continue to pray for Jan and family.

Our sympathies go out to John Hermsen and family on the death of John's brother, Tom.
Please hold them in prayer.

Please continue to pray for healthcare workers as the load of COVID-19 cases once again
grows.

If you have a prayer request or have need of pastoral care, please reach out to the church
office. Most hospitals and surgery centers have begun to permit pastor visits again. Please
note that hospitals no longer call the church to let us know when you or your loved one are
hospitalized. 

Care in our Congregation
Keeping each other in thought and prayer.
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A Fall Seminary Intern
Introducing Lucy Hardie
Lord of Life will host an intern this Fall. Lucy is
completing her internship work and will be with us from
September through December. Lucy will be preaching,
teaching, and getting to know us. Please make her feel
welcome. We are inviting you to contribute to a "gift card
shower" to welcome Lucy. Make it fun! No set amounts,
you can drop your note or card, along with gift card, into
the big basket at the back in the gathering space.

A bio from Lucy: "I have a degree in Broad Field Social
Studies. I love to play piano and flute. I was in marching
band in H.S and college so I always have a soft spot for
the marching world. I want to travel a lot...I have so many
places and things on my bucket list. My faith is super
important...and I love the relationship I have with God. I
pray that God continues to surprise me everyday and to
continue to show me where I'm needed. Blessing to all!"

Lucy, Ross, and 

With much love and gratitude, we thank the many people of the Lord of Life Lutheran
Church for hosting such a lovely luncheon after Bob was laid to rest. We appreciate all who
donated their time, efforts, energy, and desserts to make it a special time to reminisce and
remember his legacy. We are blessed to be part of the Lord of Life family and will be forever
grateful for your generosity.

Thank You
From Jan Miller and Family

We will be holding an informational meeting about the 2022 high school youth
gathering to be held in Minneapolis next summer. We will meet in the Gathering
Space at church at 7:00 PM. Open to all youth who will be entering 9th grade in
the Fall of 2022.

ELCA Youth Gathering Info Meeting
Wednesday, September 8th at 7:00 PM

Did you know that we have a men's group that meets for breakfast every month? Mark your
calendars for the 2nd Saturday of the month and join us in the kitchen at church as we cook
up some of the best food! We'll also be fed with our Bible study from our men's study Bibles.
No RSVP required. Bible's available for purchase at breakfast.

Men's Breakfast
Lord of Life Lutheran Church, Saturday, September 11 @ 8:30 AM



"Loved by God, Sent to Serve"

Worship on Sundays
8:00 AM In-Person 

10:30 AM In-Person with Livestream Online

2899 Hales Mil l  Road
Asbury,  IA 52002

Office Hours
The Church Office is open Monday through Friday from 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM.
Contact us by phone at (563) 582-7371 or email at office@lordoflifedbq.org.

The Senior Lunch Group will meet at 11:30 AM on Thursday, September 23rd, at
the Arboretum. Please bring your own lunch, drink, and chairs. We are hoping
for a nice fall day to share together in fellowship. Contact Peggy Granovsky if
you have any questions.

Senior Picnic
Dubuque Arboretum & Botanical Gardens

Covid Update
As we have throughout the pandemic, the Worship & Music team, council, and pastor are
evaluating recommendations from the CDC, state, and local government experts as we
manage our response. We are currently back to masking for all and communing in our seats.
Offerings are received in an offering plate at the entrance to the sanctuary. If you are at
higher risk due to a health condition, we strongly recommend that you worship via the
livestream. We continue to evaluate and will always err on the side of caution for all.


