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From the Pastor
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the
renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of
God- what is good and acceptable and perfect.
Romans 12:2

Oh, the wonder, beauty and joy of summer! Life is teeming all round as gardens and many fresh
foods from the earth begin to bring forth delicious and healthful items. Festivals and fairs are in
full swing and the opportunity for outdoor activities abound! Vacation times are planned and trips
taken to experience the many wonders of God’s world. For some, sharing time together refreshes
the spirit and brings a sweet closeness while living a less demanding schedule and engaging in
recreational activities.
How will you renew this summer? Perhaps there is an urging in your heart and soul for a
reconnect with God our Creator? Summer is a wonderful time for including moments “away” from
schedules, earthly responsibilities and commitments. Taking time for refreshment in God’s
creation readily translates into renewed energy, passion and strength for life as it is lived. A casual
walk in the woods, a week or two getting away for a real vacation, spending time with a favorite
book of the bible, a movie, even a nap in the hammock on a lazy summer afternoon-- all of these
and more can revitalize one’s outlook and restore energy.
Of course, God has offered straightforward words regarding rest and renewal: “Remember the
Sabbath and keep it holy.” The third commandment was given to us as gift. Sabbath rest includes
the renewal of our minds and spirit in worship, as well as physical rest and play for a healthy body.
Jesus taught us that even he needed substantial times of rest in order to renew his mind, body
and spirit. What better example do we need than his? Truly, in our 24/7 contemporary lifestyle,
finding deep rest takes a concerted effort by scheduling, naming, giving oneself permission and
following through with time for rest.
It is good our pastor is getting this time as well. With the demands of parish ministry, it has been
proven that sabbaticals are a wise investment that congregations can undertake to keep pastors
healthy, invigorated and renewed to bring faithful years of service to God’s church and
community. Please pray for Pastor Paul as he experiences rest and renewal this summer.
And let’s encourage one another to develop healthy work, rest and play habits in our lives! I’ll see
you in church!
Grace and peace,
Rev. Mark Oehlert, (retired Lord of Life member helping out this summer)

Faith Formation Update
Faith at Home:
Bubble Blessings!
James 1:17 reminds us that “every good and perfect gift is from
above.” Take time to remind others of all the blessings God gives.
Choose someone to be the blessing blower and the blessing
receiver. The blower blows bubbles at the receiver, and while doing
so says aloud all the blessings God has given the receiver (i.e.
health, joy, safety, friendship, talents, kind heart…). Take turns being
the blower and receiver.
Maria Troftgruben,
Coordinator for Faith Formation

Take Out Church
Are you traveling this summer? Looking for something fun to break up long travel days? Grab a
Takeout Church kit from the gathering area. In it you will find activities and ideas for fun and
fellowship, praising God, praying, and serving. Of course, you can join LOL services online, but this
is another way to stay connected when you are away this summer. If you’d like a kit and don’t see
any at church, let me know and I will make more!

Youth Events (6th grade and up):
We are working on an event for the end of August...maybe some fun with water?! Stay tuned for
details!
Looking Ahead to Fall
Children’s Bibles
3 year olds will receive the Spark Story Bible and 3rd graders will receive the Spark Bible. If your
child is 3 or is beginning 3rd grade this fall, please email me or the church office, so we can have
a Bible ready for the fall. Bibles will be presented to the children during worship in September.
More information about dates and times will be communicated closer to September.
Sunday School Teachers
Volunteers to teach Sunday are needed! From prek to teens, we need caring adults who are
willing to give their time to share the Word of God and their faith. If you can’t commit to every
week—let’s find a teaching team to work with. We have some great kids at LOL! Please let me
know how you would like to help!
Cross Generational planning team
Be a part of a team to make cross gen Sundays happen. Meetings are once a month and there
is one Cross Gen Sunday School each month.
Faith Formation Team
Want to help shape the direction of faith formation at Lord of Life? Join my team for meetings
every other month. Next meeting is Sunday, July 24th at 6:30pm by zoom.

Care in Our Congregation
JULY BIRTHDAYS
3 Stephanie Niklasen
4 Jim Gilbertson
5 E. Ann Philippi
6 Betty Westemeier
11 Kathleen Erickson
Kayleen Backhaus
Rev. John Sorenson
12 Luca Renken
14 Phil Granovsky
Roni Heil
15 Jordan Backstrom
Molly Hall
16 Amber Wiedenman
17 Jonathon Klinefelter
18 Roger Klosterman
19 Heather Felderman
20 Amanda Mairet
Dave Zepeski
24 Ethan Ackerman
25 Andrew Cordes
27 Jenny Huseman
Maxwell Ingalsbe
28 Penny Minnihan
30 Brynn Steffen
Deron Muehring
Teresa Troftgruben

TRANSITIONS
Baptisms:
On June 12 two of our newest members ꟷ Luca Joseph and
Alexia Jo Renken, children of Cassie & Alex Renken ꟷ were
baptized into the Lord of Life family. Sponsors were Tabatha
& Joe Farley, Alex & Jacob McGinley and Mary & David
Masteller.
On July 2 we will baptize Woodson David Philippi ꟷ grandson
of Dan & Denise Philippi, great-grandson of E. Ann Philippi.
Parents are Nathan & Alexandra Philippi of Colorado Springs,
with sponsors of Katie Cook and Morghen Philippi.
Death:
We pray for Jenny Huseman and Wes Miller as they mourn
their loss of James Huseman – Jenny’s father, who passed
away on May 31.
Relocation:
Long-time member Ramona Kartman recently moved to Florida to
live with her daughter. She greatly misses the Lord of Life friends
she left behind and would love to hear from everyone! Her new
address is:
Ramona Kartman
1308 Honeysuckle Dr.
Saint Johns FL 32259
Senior Lunch group meets on the 4th Thursday of each month,
January through October. The location changes every month. If
interested in joining this group, please contact Peggy Granovsky
for information: pagranovsky@gmail.com, 563-663-6555.

Wanted: Seeking a used wheelbarrow that someone would be willing to donate to the church for
landscaping projects. We would be able to pick it up.
Please contact Sandy Heer at 563-556-0606 or 563-542-2606.
Confirmands Adalyn Mairet and Jack Steffen along with their mentors Kris
Erickson-Eipperle and Steve Heer came to church to mulch around the trees.
Steve and Jack also repainted the interior of the Food Pantry.

Grayden Grimm as he
reshingles the Little Food
Pantry recently with the
aid of Steve Geisert.

Care in Our Community
Thank You for Your Support
Because of your donations to our Lord of Life Red Basket Project appeal during the month of
May, many women who might otherwise not have access to feminine hygiene products will now
have the supplies they need. We want to thank everyone who gave donations of products or
made monetary donations to this appeal. A total of $355 and a number of Red Basket supplies
were collected. All donations were divided equally between our Lord of Life Little Food Pantry
and the Dubuque Community Red Basket Project.
Mission and Outreach Committee
Mobile Food Pantry
Lord of Life hosted a mobile food pantry on June 18. Thank you to all who helped make this happen.
Together we served 60 family units.

Apple for Students
In July, we start to see school supplies going on sale. At Lord of Life, we think about Apples for
Students and the school supplies that St Mark's Youth Enrichment Center will need for the school
bags they provide for children in the fall who need assistance. We can support this fundraiser by
collecting donations. Every penny collected goes to fill school bags for over 3500 local Dubuque
County school children. Each bag contains school supplies costing more than $47.00. Look for
the Apples for Students display in the Gathering Area to donate. Checks can be made payable to
Lord of Life (for Apples for Students in memo section.) I know many of you have helped out in
years past and the smiles on the children's faces show their appreciation.
For LOL members who wish to help fill the bags, this will be done the week of August 8-11.
There will be a sign-up sheet at the Apples for Students display.

Care In Our World
“I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you
also should love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
have love for one another.”
John 13: 34-35
We Pray for Peace, We Pray for Justice, We Pray That All Will Be Fed

NE Iowa Synod Assembly 2022 Wartburg College, Waverly IA June 10-11
The 2022 Synod Assembly was the first in-person Synod Assembly in 3 years. Brandon Johnson
and I represented the congregation as voting members. The theme for this year was "Better
Together". There were roughly 200 people in attendance from around the synod. Business
sessions were on Saturday with morning session being general information concerning ongoing
ministries of the greater church and messages from synod and national ELCA staff.
I attended two workshops in the afternoon, the first on carbon neutrality.
Discussion focused on improvements at Good Shepherd Lutheran in Decorah
where they’ve installed geothermal and solar panels and have essentially
become carbon neutral and mostly energy independent.
The 2nd was the use of jazz in liturgical worship and was
very enjoyable. They demonstrated different approaches to hymns and
parts of liturgy, some of which we’ve done at Lord of Life.
In the afternoon business session we voted on proposed resolutions for the synod. The 1st
resolution included Minimum Compensation Guidelines for Rostered Ministers (Pastors and
Deacons). Most of the changes were wording and phrasing changes for clarity. However, I did
see some opportunity to modify the language for maternity leave. The proposed resolution
stated that maternity leave shall be for a minimum 6 weeks. Paternity leave should be
considered and is recommended. This also applied to adoptive mothers and fathers. I made a
motion to have the language modified to “Parental Leave” where 6 weeks leave is required for
PARENTS. This applies to both natural and adoptive parents regardless of gender. I had some
friendly amendments to my motion to clarify the language. The amendment passed
overwhelmingly. This was a good change and helps the church be more inclusive.
Other resolutions included:
Resolutions on Substance Abuse and the Addiction Crisis - encourages and promotes ways the
synod and congregations can bring hope and healing to those dealing with substance abuse
Resolution calling on the ELCA to reduce Greenhouse Gas Emissions 50% by 2030. It
encourages the ELCA to reduce greenhouse gasses, incentivizes synods and congregations by
creating an Energy Stewardship Loan Fund, and states that the churchwide organization will
support congregations in areas that have borne the brunt of climate change and pollution.
It was good to see people doing the work of the church in person again. This was my first
opportunity to attend a synod assembly. Brandon has attended several although virtually the
last couple of years. We thank you for the opportunity to attend.
Respectfully submitted, Jon Dienst

“… earthly peace is built on the recognition of the unity and goodness of created existence,
the oneness of humanity, and the dignity of every person.”
From the ELCA Social Statement FOR PEACE IN GOD’S WORLD
Conflicts, climate change, covid, supply chain problems, inflation, etc. are all having major
impacts on people around the world. We know that it is the poorest, those living on the
margins who lack the resources to weather these rough times, who are indeed the most
vulnerable.
July is “Hunger Month”, the time that we seek quarterly donations to ELCA World Hunger.
Every penny really does make a difference! Your individual donation may make the difference
between a family going to bed hungry or filled. ELCA World Hunger envelopes may be found in
the narthex, and your offerings may be placed in the offering plate during worship services.
Thank you for your continued support of outreach to our global neighbors.

Fall Confirmation Dates of Note
Each year, in the Fall, Pastor Paul and Kim meet with our rising 9th grade class to review and to work
on faith statements as a part of the process for affirming baptism. Parents of rising 9th graders, please
take note and mark your calendars TODAY for these important dates.
Sunday, October 2nd 6:00-7:00PM
Sunday, October 9th 6:00-7:ooPM
Sunday, October 16th 6:00-7:00PM
Sunday, October 23rd 6:00PM Confirmation Celebration Dinner for confirmands, parents, and mentors.
Sunday, October 30th - Reformation Sunday, the date for Affirming Baptism (aka confirmation).

Pastor Mark and Jon Dienst as they fix the
front sanctuary monitor as well as the narthex
monitor recently.

Note about the Newsletter
In an effort to be a more 'green' church, (i.e. eliminate waste) the newsletter will be primarily
available online at the Lord of Life website. A few copies will be available on the table in the
Narthex for those who wish to have a physical copy.
(For those who currently receive it by mail, that will remain the practice.)

SUMMER SCHEDULE

Worship at Lord of Life takes on a summer schedule each year. Mark your
calendars now so you don't miss a service! Beginning the weekend of June 4 & 5
we move to having one service on Saturday and one service on Sunday.
Through Labor Day Weekend
Saturdays at 4:00PM
Sundays at 9:00AM
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