
Lord of LifeLord of Life
J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  |  T H E  L I F E  L I N EJ A N U A R Y  2 0 2 3  |  T H E  L I F E  L I N E



From Pastor Paul
Happy New Year!
Welcome to 2023 and what comes next. The past few years have 
been filled with turmoil, pandemic, economic uncertainty, global upheaval, 
and learning how to live in the space we occupy in the world in new ways. 
Phew! It's a lot. What do we do with all of this? 

What does your congregation do with all of this?

The Prophet Isaiah, in the Book of Isaiah 43:19 states, 
"See, I am doing a new thing!
    Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?
I am making a way in the wilderness
    and streams in the wasteland."

Isaiah addresses the people in captivity in Babylon with a promise. With a shout out to their
departure from Egypt, the people who've been in exile for generations are told to hold onto
hope because God has not forgotten them. God is doing a new thing. Do you perceive it?

In a way, we have been in a kind of exile. Our lives have changed and we are struggling to regain
what we once thought of as "normal." But I would argue that we are being called into a new
thing, a new way of being, of being God's people. In this place. In this time. We gather for
worship with folks in the sanctuary and with some at home altars worshiping via the livestream.
Our hunger ministries have evolved and we are now supporting the Dubuque Food Pantry AND
our own pantry, which is getting a lot of use these days. We are being called into new ways of
thinking about faith formation and discipleship. I truly believe that God is doing a new thing. The
church, by necessity, is evolving even as we hold fast to the anchors of liturgy and Word and
Sacrament.

What happens now? We pray.

I am calling on every person who claims some affiliation with Lord of Life to pray. Pray with
intention. Pray without ceasing. Pray! A year ago I talked about how we are to pray. Pray that the
Holy Spirit will guide us, the people and place of Lord of Life, to be the church we need to be. In
this place. In this time.

Over the coming months we will hold prayer vigils. I am also asking that each time you gather
with a group for Bible study, meetings, or for fellowship, that you ask God to guide our
congregation. Our new council structure will begin in February. I believe God is up to something
through you, through all of us at Lord of Life. We need to watch, listen, pray, and hope so that
we might SEE THE NEW THING.



From Our Council President
Susan Hansen

Our liturgical new year, the season of Advent, is behind us and we are celebrating Epiphany, the
season of revelation. But we are also beginning a new calendar year, and it is time to plan for what
we hope to accomplish in the new year.

This month we will hold an informational meeting in preparation for our annual meeting. At this
meeting, Alan Stache will discuss our financial position and you’ll have a chance to ask questions or
provide input. The meeting will be offered twice, and you are welcome to join either discussion. The
dates are:

               Sunday, January 8: 11:30 in the Sanctuary

                Sunday, January 15: 9:15 in the Sanctuary

Our annual meeting will be held Sunday, January 29 at 9:15. Annual meeting information will be
available on Sunday, January 15.

In addition to approving the budget, reviewing committee reports, and electing council members, we
will consider updated language to our constitution. I can hear you saying, What! Again? The ELCA
Churchwide Assembly was held in 2022 in Milwaukee, and typically, each churchwide assembly
adopts some changes to constitution language. Most of the proposed changes are required and thus
can be adopted in one vote at our annual meeting. There are a few changes to flexible language
which we will consider at the meeting. Copies of changes are available at church or on request from
the church office. If we keep up with changes as they occur, we’ll avoid a huge revision project in the
future. Once we catch up to the latest changes, we get a respite until the next churchwide assembly
in 2025. 

Always an important part of the annual meeting is the election of council members. Each year we
elect approximately half of the council. This year is a bit different. In September we adopted new
bylaws which included a new structure for the church council. We will continue to have four officers
(President, Vice President, Financial Chair, and Secretary). In addition to the officers, we’ll elect 4-6 at
large members. This structure will allow the council to concentrate on administrative matters and
visioning for our future.

I hope that 2023 will bring good fortune and joy to you!

People plan their path, but the Lord secures their steps.
Proverbs 16:9



January 8th at 9:15—we will learn

Sunday School resumes on January 15th.

Sunday School classes may be combined

on January 29th to allow teachers to attend

the annual meeting. Watch for more

information in Sunday School emails.

Sunday School
 

Cross Generational Sunday School

      about the Magi and their journey 

      following the star to Bethlehem.

Sunday School

Faith Formation News

Maria 
Troftgruben,

Coordinator for
 Faith Formation

Faith at Home: 
A New Year’s Bucket List
January is a time for fresh starts and
resolutions.  This year make it a family priority
to grow in faith together.  Use the ideas below
or create a family faith bucket list of your own!

   1. Read a daily devotion as a family.
   2. Play worship music in your car.
   3. Talk about God sightings daily.
   4. Say a blessing over your children
   5. Go on a hike in God’s creation.
   6. Hang a family prayer list on the fridge.
   7. Start a gratitude journal.
   8. Invite a friend to church.
   9. Forgive each other.
 10. Volunteer at church together.

Remember to sign up to serve in
worship.  Students should be serving 

Service-Learning Summary

7/8th grade Confirmation

No confirmation January 4th.  

Confirmation resumes on January 11th.
If students can’t attend class, they should
remember to fill out a SOAP form.  The
forms are available on the confirmation
page online.

Service: 

       5 times during the school year.

       After completing service with their  
       mentor, students should fill out the 
       form and turn it in to Pastor Paul. Forms 
       are available in the conference room.

Mentors
 

7th /8th grade Mentors
Mentor Activity: The next mentor activity will be a
Dine and Learn event on February 15th, 6-7pm

Mentors are encouraged to keep connecting with
mentees and joining in service work together.

Youth Events
(6th grade and up)

January: Movie Day at Church. 
Sunday, January 22nd 2-4pm.  Movie TBD.

Upcoming Events: Dates and times to be
determined.

February: Bowling at Cherry Lanes. 

March: Pizza and Nailed It Decorating Challenge. 



Do you like treats?

The coffee hour between our worship services on Sunday mornings offers us
a great opportunity to informally connect with our friends. Most of us would
agree that a few treats tend to enhance this time of fellowship. Please
consider signing up to bring a treat or snack to share during our Sunday
morning fellowship hour. You are welcome to bake something yourself or pick
up a treat at the grocery store. Donuts, rolls, brownies, cookies, bars, bagels,
etc. are all possibilities.

Care in Our Congregation

Men’s Breakfast Group will
meet at 8:30 am on Saturday
January 14, in the lower level of
the church. Together they make
breakfast and share some great
fellowship. If you’d like to share
in the food and fun you can
contact Jon Dienst at 599-4524
or just show up!

2023 Altar Flower Calendar
The flower calendar for next year is up and located
in the narthex by the sanctuary door. If you wish to
donate flowers for service(s) next year, you may sign
up on your chosen date(s). The cost remains $16.
Most dates in January & February are open.

The Prayer Shawl Group
will meet on Thursday, 
January 5th, at 1:00 p.m. in the
Gathering Space at church. If you
enjoy knitting or crocheting, please
join us in this caring ministry. The
pattern we use for prayer shawls
consists of basic stitches that are
easy to do. If you are new to knitting,
we will be happy to help you. For
more information please contact
Peggy Granovsky.

Remember to check the
Narthex bulletin board for

birthdays, prayer list, council
minutes & financials.

Please note that no Senior Lunch
gathering will be scheduled in
January due to Phil's upcoming
surgery.  Hope to meet up with all of
you once again in February.  

Thanks, Peggy

I'd like to give a very big thank
you to everyone for their
cards, gifts and wonderful
expressions of holiday wishes.
Your love and appreciation
makes the job easier!      Rita D.

Budget Information Meetings
  Sunday, January 8      11:30am
  Sunday, January 15      9:15am

 Annual Meeting
  Sunday, January 29 9:15am



Come Lord Jesus, be our guest,
and let these gifts to us be blessed.
Blessed be God, who is our bread;

may all the world be clothed and fed.
 

In Matthew 25 we learn that when we feed our neighbors in need, we are feeding
Jesus. January not only marks the beginning of a New Year, but also the month
that we remember our neighbors in need with our quarterly offering to the ELCA
World Hunger Appeal. Our gifts to ELCA World Hunger work with people in
communities around the world with smart development that empowers people,
offering them freedom, choice, resilience, possibility and hope. This is your 
 church at work seeking a just world where all are fed.

Thank you to all who continue to offer support to this appeal throughout the year!

Dec. 18th
Christmas
Caroling

Dec. 21
Longest Night

Service

Christmas Eve
Candelight



BLESSED TO BE A BLESSING

     Many of the grants and funding were drying up, the balance in our
Little Food Pantry account was going fast, the food supply seemed like it
was forever lacking, and the demand seemed to just keep growing.
When the Mission and Outreach Committee met on August 1, we made
the decision that we would increase our spending on food supplies so
that we could attempt to keep pace with the demand. We made this
decision knowing full well that we might use up all our funds; we were
purely operating on faith. If we ran out of money, we would deal with it
down the road.

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS  
 

From the Mission & Outreach Committee, a very heartfelt thank you
to everyone who contributed hams for our Christmas Basket project.
23 hams were delivered to the Dubuque Food Pantry for distribution
during the holiday season. Your very generous donations made the
holidays a little brighter for the recipients. You'll also find a lovely
thank you letter from the Food Pantry located on the welcome table
in the Narthex thanking us for 99 pounds of ham delivered by Lord of
Life. Again, thank you for your very generous support!

Care in Our Community

“Give Hope, Give Love, Give Food” became not only our goal, but 
also our “ask” during the season of Advent. We needed help, and help
came. 

Our congregation responded to the need by placing numerous gifts of food and
hygiene products under the tree in the narthex. Also, a member from Lord of Life and
a member from Holy Trinity tapped into the Thrivent Team Action program to gain
access to monies for the purchase of even more food. Much to our joy, we received
notification that we were awarded an $1800 grant through the “More for Your
Community” program sponsored by Theisen’s Home-Farm-Auto and administered
by the Community Foundation of Greater Dubuque. And once again, we received a
generous check in the amount of $1000 from the Our Lady of Hope Fund. Numerous
monetary donations were given by Lord of Life members, totaling $515 and another
$260 was collected by our Lord of Life youth through a noisy offering during an
Advent worship service.

God’s work does indeed happen through the hands, the feet and the labors of love
that this congregation and our Dubuque community provide. We are indeed blessed
to be a blessing. Through all these generous gifts we will be able to continue to offer
not only food, but the love and caring necessary to restore hope for those in our
community who need it most. Thank you to all who have helped to keep this
outreach to our community alive and well.

Mission and Outreach



2899 Hales Mill Road
Asbury, IA 52002

(563) 582-7371

www.lordoflife.online
Scan code to give now


