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Lord of Life Lutheran Church

October 7, 2018 — How Will You Measure Your Life? By How and What You Give
Scripture: Matthew 25:14-19

“For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his slaves and entrusted his property to them;

to one he gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he
went away. The one who had received the five talents went off at once and traded with them, and
made five more talents. In the same way, the one who had the two talents made two more talents.
But the one who had received the one talent went off and dug a hole in the ground and hid his
master’s money. After a long time the master of those slaves came and settled accounts with them.

The God we serve is generous

MONDAY 10.08.18 Matthew 20:1-15

In Jesus’ startling story, some workers agreed to work all day for a denarion, a typical day’s wage.
Others joined in at various points during the day, including some who started just an hour before
quitting time. The master paid them a denarion, which led the all-day workers to grumble. (We may
identify with those all-day workers—this may not feel “fair.”) Then Jesus said that the master (God)
asked pointedly, “Are you resentful because I'm generous?”

. So DOES the master’s way of paying the workers in this story feel unfair to you? “It was
not unfair, of course. No one was underpaid; it was just that some received ‘unreasonable’
generosity. That is what the kingdom of heaven is like.” (New Bible Commentary) In 2
Corinthians 5:21, Paul said Christ was treated as we deserved so that we would be treated
as he deserved. In what ways does that “unfair” exchange draw your heart toward Christ?

. Salvation, eternal life with God, is a greater gift than we could possibly earn. Yet sometimes
are we tempted to think “service time” should give us extra privileges, or rank us above
“newbies” (cf. Luke 15:25-32). How long have you served God? Do you generously accept
newcomers to God’s Kingdom as Jesus did (cf. Luke 23:32-33, 39-43)?

Prayer: Lord God, I'm not, yet, but you already see me and treat me as the person you made me to

be. Thank you for your generosity to me. Keep growing that quality in my life. Amen.

“Good and faithful,” or “wicked and lazy”?
TUESDAY 10.09.18 Matthew 25:14-28
Three servants—two called “good and faithful,” the third fired for being “wicked and lazy.” A “talanta

b

was a lot of money—up to 20 years of a typical worker’s wages. But in Jesus’ story, the servant with
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two talantas was as faithful as the one with five. Jesus said our faithfulness to God shows in our
willingness to use whatever resources of energy, time, skills, money or other assets God gives us to
bless others and build God’s kingdom.

. What resources has God placed in your life? How are you using those resources to serve the
Kingdom of God and bless others? Are there any resources you have “buried in a hole in the
ground,” so to speak? If so, how can you begin to use them actively for God’s purposes?

. The apostle Paul wrote that “it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove
faithful” (1 Corinthians 4:2). To the Galatians, he wrote that living selfishly destroys our
freedom, and that serving each other in love is the divine antidote for selfishness
(cf. Galatians 5:13-14). In what ways have you seen the Spirit work through your
commitments to God and others to grow the fruit of generosity in you?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, | want to be a good and faithful servant—but, | admit, sometimes I'd also like to
keep the resources you entrust to me all for myself. Teach me daily more about what it means for
me to be good and faithful. Amen.

Being God’s people means being generous

WEDNESDAY 10.10.18 Deuteronomy 15:7-11, Proverbs 11:23-28

In defending Mary, who generously anointed his feet with costly perfume before his death and burial,
Jesus quoted Deuteronomy 15:11 (cf. John 12:4-8). His words have at times been misused to justify
an uncaring spirit toward the poor—an impossible meaning, when we read their full setting in
Deuteronomy 15. The sages who compiled the Proverbs closely linked generosity with
righteousness, praising those who trust in God’s values and share generously with people in need.

. Following God means valuing and admiring God’s qualities, and wanting to have them
yourself (cf. Matthew 5:48). When we serve a generous God, it makes sense that we will
want to grow in our own practice of generosity. Have you ever felt (in the words of
Deuteronomy 15) “hard-hearted” or “tight fisted” toward poor people, and “resented” giving to
help them? In what ways is God helping you feel better about “opening your hand
generously” to “the needy among you”?

. Israel’s Proverbs were descriptions of how life usually works, not promises that God will
always force things to happen in a certain way. To which traits did this set of proverbs assign
the highest value? The lowest value? Which parts of these proverbs will come true in eternity,
even if they don’t always happen in this world? How closely do the values you live by each
day fit with the values Israel’'s sages taught?

Prayer: Lord God, help me trust you enough that | am able to “refresh others” from an overflowing
heart, and to thrive more and more each day in the sunlight of your inexhaustible love. Amen.
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“You cannot serve God and wealth”

THURSDAY 10.11.18 Luke 16:10-15

Israel in Jesus’ day (like most countries today) had a few extremely rich people, and lots who were
very poor. Jesus’ message in today’s reading was clear, and it was controversial. Jesus challenged
the values of the religious leaders who were among the rich, saying it is impossible to serve God
and wealth. Those who saw all their wealth as a sign of God’s favor sneered. Jesus replied, “What is
highly valued by people is deeply offensive to God.”

. Scholar N.T. Wright wrote of this passage, “Money is not a possession, it’s a trust: God
entrusts property to people and expects it to be used to his glory and the welfare of his
children, not for private glory or glamour.” The Message said the religious leaders thought
Jesus was “hopelessly out of touch.” Does Jesus’ teaching about worldly wealth and true
riches seem “out of touch” to you? Does it challenge you? Does it inspire you?

. Jesus didn’t say we “shouldn’t” serve both God and money; he said we “cannot” do that. Our
hearts can only have one ultimate master. The Greek word translated “money” meant all
types of material goods. When you face ethical choices or career decisions, what determines
your course: God’s values, or the material and social payoffs you expect?

Prayer: Heavenly Master, your greatest blessing in my life is not my bank account, home or car. It is
your eternal love for me. Help me to grow in my willingness to use all my other resources to bless
others. Amen.

“One’s life isn’t determined by one’s possessions”

FRIDAY 10.12.18 Luke 12:13-21

Jesus stated a basic principle of his kingdom in verse 15: “One’s life isn’t determined by one’s
possessions.” He followed up with a parable. It was a simple story — a rich man, reaping a large
crop, thought of nothing but how to keep it all, adding it to his already abundant supply. Absorbed
with earthly wealth, he forgot that, when life ended, none of it would be of any use to him. Jesus
knew better, and urged his hearers to become “rich toward God.”

. Scholar William Barclay said this rich farmer made two crucial errors. First, “he never saw
beyond this world.” For a Christian, mortality is no longer something to fear (cf. Hebrews

2:14-15)—but it is a reality to take seriously. In what ways are you planning and living for the
time when this world’s material possessions will no longer matter?

. The farmer’s second error, Barclay said, was that “he never saw beyond himself.” In contrast,
he cited Methodism’s founder John Wesley: “At Oxford he had an income of 30 British
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pounds a year. He lived on 28 British pounds, and gave 2 away. When his income went up to
60 pounds, 90 pounds and 120 pounds a year, he still lived on 28 and gave the rest away.” In
what practical ways do you look beyond yourself when you evaluate and make changes to
your standard of living?

Prayer: Lord Jesus, whenever my life ends, | want my greatest treasure to be stored up with you,
and not left behind for an auctioneer to dispose of. Guide me into the kind of life that is rich toward
you. Amen.

“Take hold of what is truly life”

SATURDAY 10.13.18 1Timothy 6:6-19

Paul’s first letter to Timothy ended by pointing to one of the “great reversals” Jesus’ message brings.
Some people in Timothy’s church had lots of money. Paul didn’t want this often short- lived wealth to
blind them to God, “who richly provides” for our well-being. After describing the spiritual dangers that
go with a lust for money, Paul told Timothy, “Run for your life from all this” (verse 11, The Message).

* How rich (or poor) are you, by the measure these verses suggest? If your “contentment
quotient” is strong, reflect on how it got that way. What changes might disrupt your
contentment, and for what reasons? If your quotient is lower, ask God to help you raise it.
Ask the most contented person you know what values and choices led toward contentment.
Verse 19 said generosity, sharing and a wealth of good deeds allow God’s people to “take
hold of what is truly life.” What moments have you had that let you know that generosity and
sharing are key aspects of a life truly worth living?

Prayer: Dear God, my TV and most of the items in my mailbox and inbox push me toward
measuring my life in terms of material things. I’'m thankful the Bible points me to your very different

values. Teach me how to live more fully by your measure of what is truly life. Amen.

Family Activity: Gather or create the following: play money, pictures of items a child might want to
buy (toys, vacation, junk food) and pictures of ways to give (missionary, charity, church). Assign a
pretend purchase price to each of the items. Pass out play money, giving each family member
different amounts. Show your family members their choices of items to buy and ways to give. Invite
your family to spend their play money however they would like by purchasing the items on pictures
or giving to the places/people in need. After each person has spent their money, read

Mark 12:41-44.

Discuss the choices people made. Ask God to help you each become cheerful givers.

Adapted from How Will You Measure Your Life by Adam Hamilton is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial-NoDerivatives 4.0 International License.

Measure Your Life 4 GPS at Home Week 2



