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From Pastor Paul

23 “Look, the virgin shall become pregnant and
give birth to a son,

    and they shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.”

-Matthew 1:23

Dear friends,
As we prepare for Christmas once again, I want to encourage you to fully
experience Advent. Oh, it's hard not to fast forward to Christmas morning 
even now. Ads are full blast Christmas and the decorations are up everywhere. Hallmark
Christmas movies have been playing since October. It's easy to forget to focus on the wonder of
it all.

This year our Advent theme is titled "This Will be a Sign for You." The goal of this year's theme is
to help us place our focus on what is central to our Advent and Christmas journey together. We
have printed devotional booklets available for you to use each day in Advent. These devotionals
invite you to thoughtfully meditate on the Incarnation: God becomes man--God with us. The
devotions are inspired by Henri Nowen's writings. Each day will provide a scripture reading,
reflections and prayers, and give you ideas for your time of reflection during this holy season of
waiting.

Our worship services will include a candle lighting liturgy and musical refrain based on our
theme. Each week will be a different theme. We will send you home with bookmarks that
include readings for the week as well. Our goal is to offer you options to engage in the theme. 

"And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father's only son, full of grace and truth." - John 1:14

By focusing on the Incarnation we hope to encourage a reverent awe of this God made human,
a fresh perspective on the power of God's love for us.

So this year, why not join us as we spend time pondering the gift of God? Commit to reading a
daily devotional, state your intention to attend our midweek services and sing Holden Evening
Prayer, engage in conversation with others through our faith formation class times for adults,
children, and especially our cross-generational Sunday School activities. I think you will find a
blessing in your participation.

Here's a quick update for Advent and Christmas worship times.
Midweek Advent services each Wednesday at 7:15pm
Sunday services at 8:00 & 10:30am
Christmas Eve services at 4:00 & 6:00pm
Christmas Day service at 10:00am
January 1st service of Lessons & Carols at 10:00am (Special guest Rev. Dr. Winston Persaud)



We are in one of my favorite times of the year, Advent. The hymns of hope and preparation,
the anticipation the Christ child’s birth, and our many expressions of goodwill brings a
brightness to the short days of December. Advent is indeed a time of expectancy and
planning!

Your church council has been working hard to establish a budget for the coming year. As you
consider how you may support our work together, I encourage you to, if possible, increase
your contribution to Lord of Life through financial gifts and/or service opportunities. Thank
you to those who have already returned their pledges and Time & Talents surveys.

During December the nominating committee will begin its work in anticipation of the annual
meeting where we elect council positions. In October, we voted to change the structure of
the council to include four officers (President, Vice President, Financial Chair, and Secretary)
plus four to six at large members. Rather than chairing a specific committee, at large
members will work to facilitate and implement all of the congregation’s ministry priorities.
Please prayerfully consider being part of council or serving on a committee.

Finally, you are welcome to express appreciation to our paid staff through a monetary gift.
Please note “staff gift” on the envelope or check and submit by December 16. Thank you!

From Our Council President
Susan Hansen

Dear Pastor Paul and Lord of Life members,
Thank you so much for hosting us for our fall concert! Your sanctuary
was a lovely place to sing and the livestream was much appreciated.
With sincere gratitude, 
Kristen Eby and the Julien Chamber Choir

So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord,
continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built up in
him strengthened in the faith as you were taught, and
overflowing with thankfulness.

Colossians 2:6-7



Mentors
 

7th /8th grade Mentors
Service Opportunities: LOL Little Food Pantry
Food and hygiene products will be collected in
December for the Little Food Pantry.  Make a
date to do a little shopping with your mentee!
Lists of needed items are available.

December Mentor Activity: 
Christmas Caroling December 18th 1pm- 2:30.
This is an optional activity. Join your mentee for
Christmas caroling. Meet at Luther Manor Grand
Meadows. Followed by cookies at church!

December 25th and January 1st

December 11th
January 8th

Sunday School
No Sunday School:

Advent Worship: Children and youth will
participate in the 10:30 worship on December
18th. Please see sign up sheet in the gathering
space and look for emails with information.

Cross Generational Sunday School

Service Project: LOL Little Food Pantry
Families are invited to shop for some food and
hygiene products for the food pantry. Lists of
needed items are available.

Faith Formation News

Maria 
Troftgruben,

Coordinator for
 Faith Formation

Lifeway Kids Family Advent Guide

My First Read and Learn Countdown to
Christmas by: Dr. Mary Manz Simon

The Family Book of Advent by: Carol Garborg

Unwrapping the Greatest Gift: A Family
Celebration of Christmas by Ann Voskamp

Advent Resources for Families

       A free online resource that has a reading and 
       activity for each week of Advent.
      Kidsministry.lifeway.com/2018/11/14/family-
      advent-guide-2/

      Great pick for young children. A short reading 
      and prayer for every day in December.

       A short reading, prayer, and fun activity for 
       each day of December. A good choice for 
       elementary aged kids. 

       25 stories that tell the story from creation to the 
       coming of Jesus. Includes ideas for 25 
       ornaments for a Jesse tree.
Books are available on Amazon.

7/8th grade Confirmation
 

Service: Remember to sign up to serve in
worship! We’d like to see students serve 5
times during the year. 

No Confirmation December 21st and 28th
Classes Resume January 11th

December Mentor Activity: Christmas
Caroling December 18th at 1pm. This is an
optional activity. See information below.

Youth Events 
(6th grade and up)

 

December 18th 1pm-2:30pm Caroling and Cookies
Meet at Luther Manor Grand Meadows in Asbury. 
 After caroling, we’ll head to church for Christmas
cookies!

January Movie Night at Church. Sunday, January
22nd 2-4pm.  Movie TBD.

Advent Calendars are available in
the Gathering space. Stop by to
pick one up for your family to
count down the days to Christmas!



Do you like treats?

The coffee hour between our worship services on Sunday mornings offers us
a great opportunity to informally connect with our friends. Most of us would
agree that a few treats tend to enhance this time of fellowship. Please
consider signing up to bring a treat or snack to share during our Sunday
morning fellowship hour. You are welcome to bake something yourself or pick
up a treat at the grocery store. Donuts, rolls, brownies, cookies, bars, bagels,
etc. are all possibilities.

Care in Our Congregation

Men’s Breakfast Group will
meet at 8:30 am on Saturday
December 10, in the lower level
of the church. Together they
make breakfast and share some
great fellowship. If you’d like to
share in the food and fun you
can contact Jon Dienst at 599-
4524 or just show up!

2023 Altar Flower Calendar
The flower calendar for next year is up and located
in the office on the wall by the door. If you wish to
donate flowers for service(s) next year, you may sign
up on your chosen date(s). The cost remains $16.
All dates in January & February are open.

The Prayer Shawl Group
will meet on Thursday, 
December 1st, at 1:00 p.m. in the
Gathering Space at church. If you
enjoy knitting or crocheting, please
join us in this caring ministry. The
pattern we use for prayer shawls
consists of basic stitches that are
easy to do. If you are new to knitting,
we will be happy to help you. For
more information please contact
Peggy Granovsky.

Remember to check the
Narthex bulletin board for

birthdays, prayer list, council
minutes & financials.

Please join us for lunch and
fellowship at 11:30 a.m. on
Thursday, December 15th, at
Caroline's Restaurant located in
the Hotel Julien, 200 Main
Street. Christmas is a wonderful
time to celebrate friendships,
both old and new. Please RSVP
to Peggy Granovsky by Monday,
12/12. If you have any questions,
do not hesitate to contact me.

                             December 4 Adult Ed event:
                             LOL member Kurt Hansen
                             will discuss his new novel,
Daughters of Teutobod. Paperback copies
available for 25% off for LOL members.

Author in our Midst



What a Joyful Noise!

All Saints Day is an annual “day of remembrance” of those loved
ones who have passed, and a celebration of those who are still
with us, all being part of the body of Christ. Between worship
services on November 6, many of us got together for “Breakfast
with the Saints”. In a way, it felt like a  "rejuvenation” day in the
Lord of Life fellowship area in the lower level of the church. It was
such a joy to have so many of us gathered for a meal, for the
pleasure of one another’s company, for a homecoming of sorts
after the many months of improvising our way through a
pandemic. It has felt like a long time in a wilderness, with all of us
wanting to emerge into the warmth and familiarity of long-time
friends. Seeing all the tables filled, hearing the conversation and
the laughter, was such a joyful noise.

Thank you to all who participated in the breakfast and to all those
who donated food, helped with serving or assisted with clean-up.
It was a grand time, a joyful time, a time of remembrance and
celebration.

God's Work, Our Hands...

Recently, LOL member Roger Klosterman put out an urgent call for help
to move someone who was being evicted that same day. Rog would like
to thank Tim and Easton Felderman, Jeff Mentzer and Dave and Scott
Zepeski for rising to the call for assistance. With their help, they were
able to accomplish the task and help someone in need.

Confirmation 2022
Congratulations to these seven young
people who affirmed their baptisms on
October 30: Autumn Wiedenman,
Luke Boyle, Dominic Stache, Easton
Felderman, Carter Felderman, Ethan
Ackerman, and Timothy Troftgruben.
We were blessed to have Bishop
Kevin Jones with us that morning to
share a great message!



Give Hope!
Give Love!
Give Food!

     I’m going to be blunt; we need your help! Our Little Food Pantry is filled a
minimum of every other day, often daily. It is filled with fairly basic items like
canned vegetables or fruit, pasta and pasta sauce, peanut butter and jelly,
macaroni and cheese, soup, beans, tuna. It’s not exactly what you’d call gourmet;
it’s basic. Yet, that little wooden box near the entrance to our church is often almost
totally depleted on a daily basis. The grants and funds that we could apply for
during the covid pandemic are no longer available to assist us in replenishing our
food shelves. We now must rely on your food donations and your monetary gifts to
keep this outreach to our neighbors going.
     During Advent we will be collecting food, hygiene products, and monetary
donations for our Little Food Pantry. A list of some of the most needed items for
the Little Food Pantry, and envelopes for monetary donations, are available in the
narthex of the church. Your food or hygiene donations may be put in the grocery
cart or under the Christmas tree in the narthex; monetary donations may be put in
the designated envelopes and then put in the offering plate during worship.
     When people have limited resources, they are forced to make difficult choices.
Do they pay the rent on time, or do they feed their children? Do they put gas in the
car to get to work, or do they pay the utility bill? Do they try to get by on a
minimum wage job, or do they seek a better paying job, knowing that they will
have no money coming in for a while? 
     Poverty is nasty, demeaning and hurtful. We all know the cost of food, the cost
of most everything, has increased. Help us to give hope, give love and give food to
those around us who need our assistance.

CHRISTMAS FOOD BASKETS - A HOLIDAY TRADITION
 

The holiday season is fast approaching.  During November, we
begin to think about getting ready for this special time of the
year.  In years past, Lord of Life members have supported the
Dubuque Food Pantry's annual food give-away program.  Again
this year, the Dubuque Food Pantry will be distributing Christmas
Baskets to those in need in our local community. 

Care in Our Community

We, at Lord of Life, can help by donating 3-5 lb hams.  If you wish to donate a ham, there is a
sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  Hams should be delivered to Lord of Life by Sunday, December 11.
They can be left in the refrigerator in the lower level (overflow space available in the sacristry
refrigerator).  Let's make this Christmas Season special for our less fortunate neighbors.



2899 Hales Mill Road
Asbury, IA 52002

(563) 582-7371

www.lordoflife.online
Scan code to give now

Advent & Christmas Worship Schedule
Sunday Services  8:00 am and 10:30 am

Sunday School/Adult Faith Formation at 9:15 am
Midweek Advent Services 7:15pm

Christmas Eve 4:00 & 6:00pm
Christmas Day 10:00am

WORSHIP WITH US
In Person or Online

www.lordoflife.online


