
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 

September 2 & 3, 2023 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

WOV Setting Five: Bread of Life 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude: Come, Thou Font of Every Blessing Jason W. Krug 

 

 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness  WOV p. 10 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Gathering Hymn: For the Beauty of the Earth   vs. 1,4,5 ELW 879 

 
Text: Folliott S. Pierpoint, 1835-1917, alt. Music: Conrad Kocher, 1786-1872    Public Domain 

 

 

 

Greeting WOV p. 28 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

 

Kyrie  WOV p. 28 

Kyrie eleison: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christe eleison: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Kyrie eleison: 

Lord, have mercy. 



Hymn of Praise WOV p. 29 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God, we thank you for your Son who chose the path of suffering for the sake of 

the world. Humble us by his example, point us to the path of obedience, and give us 

strength to follow his commands; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 15:15-21 

Jeremiah’s delight in the word of the Lord is contradicted by the heaviness of God’s 

hand upon him and God’s seeming unfaithfulness. God’s tough love to Jeremiah 

says that if he repents, he will be allowed to continue in his strenuous ministry. 

Jeremiah is strengthened by the simple words, “I am with you.” 



15O LORD, you know; remember me and visit me, and bring down retribution for 

me on my persecutors. In your forbearance do not take me away; know that on your 

account I suffer insult. 16Your words were found, and I ate them, and your words 

became to me a joy and the delight of my heart; for I am called by your name, 

O LORD, God of hosts. 17I did not sit in the company of merrymakers, nor did I 

rejoice; under the weight of your hand I sat alone, for you had filled me with 

indignation. 18Why is my pain unceasing, my wound incurable, refusing to be 

healed? Truly, you are to me like a deceitful brook, like waters that fail. 

19Therefore thus says the LORD: If you turn back, I will take you back, and you 

shall stand before me. If you utter what is precious, and not what is worthless, you 

shall serve as my mouth. It is they who will turn to you, not you who will turn to 

them. 20And I will make you to this people a fortified wall of bronze; they will fight 

against you, but they shall not prevail over you, for I am with you to save you and 

deliver you, says the LORD. 

21I will deliver you out of the hand of the wicked, and redeem you from the grasp of 

the ruthless. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

Psalm 26:1-8 (sung responsively)  

 

Refrain 

 

 

Tone 

 

 



1Give judgment for me, O LORD, for I have lived | with integrity; 

I have trusted in the LORD and | have not faltered. 

2Test me, O | LORD, and try me; 

examine my heart | and my mind. 

3For your steadfast love is be- | fore my eyes; 

I have walked faithful- | ly with you. 

4I have not sat | with the worthless, 

nor do I consort with | the deceitful. R 

5I have hated the company of | evildoers; 

I will not sit down | with the wicked. 

6I will wash my hands in inno- | cence, O LORD, 

that I may go in procession | round your altar, 

7singing aloud a song | of thanksgiving 

and recounting all your won- | derful deeds.  

8LORD, I love the house in | which you dwell  

and the place where your glo- | ry abides. R 

 

 

 

Second Reading: Romans 12:9-21 

Paul presents benchmarks for faithful relationships with Christians and non-

Christians. Love is the unflagging standard of our behavior. When we encounter 

evil, we do not resort to its tactics but seek to overcome it with good. While 

Christians cannot control the actions and attitudes of others, we seek to live at 

peace with all people. 

9Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; 10love one another 

with mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor. 11Do not lag in zeal, be 

ardent in spirit, serve the Lord. 12Rejoice in hope, be patient in suffering, persevere 

in prayer. 13Contribute to the needs of the saints; extend hospitality to strangers. 

 14Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse them. 15Rejoice with 

those who rejoice, weep with those who weep. 16Live in harmony with one another; 

do not be haughty, but associate with the lowly; do not claim to be wiser than you 

are. 17Do not repay anyone evil for evil, but take thought for what is noble in the 

sight of all. 18If it is possible, so far as it depends on you, live peaceably with 

all. 19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave room for the wrath of God; for it 

is written, “Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord.” 20No, “if your enemies 



are hungry, feed them; if they are thirsty, give them something to drink; for by 

doing this you will heap burning coals on their heads.” 21Do not be overcome by 

evil, but overcome evil with good. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation WOV p. 31 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 16:21-28 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

After Peter confesses that Jesus is “the Messiah, the Son of the living God” (16:16), 

Jesus reveals the ultimate purpose of his ministry. These words prove hard to 

accept, even for a disciple whom Jesus has called a “rock.”  

21From that time on, [after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Messiah,] Jesus began 

to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the 

hands of the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day 

be raised. 22And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “God forbid 

it, Lord! This must never happen to you.” 23But he turned and said to Peter, “Get 

behind me, Satan! You are a stumbling block to me; for you are setting your mind 

not on divine things but on human things.” 

 24Then Jesus told his disciples, “If any want to become my followers, let them 

deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to 

save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it. 26For 

what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but forfeit their life? Or what 

will they give in return for their life? 

 27“For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and 

then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 28Truly I tell you, there are 

some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son of Man coming 

in his kingdom.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Seminary Graduate Nichole D’Onofrio 



Hymn of the Day: Take Up Your Cross, the Savior Said ELW 667 

 

Text: Charles W. Everest, 1814-1877, alt.    Music: W. Hauser, Hesperian Harp, 1848; arr. hymnal version 

Music © 2006 Augsburg Fortress    Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 

…Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

…made known through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: Abide With Me Jina Park 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful WOV p. 35 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;  

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord,  

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

 

Offering Prayer in Unison 

Let us pray.  

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate 

our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of 

him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving  WOV p. 36 

 



Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Preface WOV p. 36 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy WOV p. 36 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table WOV p. 37 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 



Lamb of God WOV p. 39 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

 

 

Communion Distribution Hymn: Spirit Open My Heart ACS 1043 

 
Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947    Music: WILD MOUNTAIN THYME, Iris Melody; adapt. Alfred V. Fedak, b. 1953 

Text © 1996 Pilgrim Press.  Music © 2011 Alfred V. Fedak    Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

 



Post-Communion Blessing WOV p. 40 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen 

 

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle WOV p. 40 

 
 

 

 

Post-Communion Prayer WOV p. 41 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may 

abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, 

now and forever. Amen. 



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing WOV p. 41 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song: Son of God, Eternal Savior   vs. 1,2,3 ELW 655 

 
Text: Somerset C. Lowry, 1855-1932     

Music: Oude en Nieuve Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855-1932    Public Domain. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

Postlude: Grace Greater Than Our Sin Tracey Craig McKibben 



Announcements 

 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 

 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Al & Christine Simms to the Glory of God. 

 

 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Saturday, September 2  4:00 PM Worship in-person or online 

Sunday, September 3  9:00 AM Worship in-person 

Monday, September 4  OFFICE CLOSED 

Wednesday, September 6  7:15 PM Music & Worship meeting 

Thursday, September 7  1:00 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry 

Saturday, September 9  8:30 AM Men’s Breakfast 

 

 

 

Prayer List 

Nancy & Clarence Davis 

Margret Deason 

Sam & Sue Deaver 

Dan & Joan Decker 

Jon & Rita Dienst 

Kevin & Kris Erickson Eipperle 

Brianna & Alan Ensign 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church. Scan the code to reach our  

website for further information. 



Worship Servants: 

Saturday/Sunday, September 2/3 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  4:00 PM Jon/Rita   Don & Kayleen 

Backhaus 

  9:00 AM   Nancy Davis Galen Thomas 

 

  Sunday, September 10 

  9:00 AM Anderson 

Lambert 

Karin 

Anderson 

 Debbie 

Thomas 

Tim Shade 
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