
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

9th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 29 & 30, 2023 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

WOV Setting Five: Bread of Life 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude: Be Thou My Vision with Be Glorified arr. Carol Tornquist 

 

 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness  WOV p. 10 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Gathering Hymn: Gather Us In ELW 532 

 

 
Text & Music: Marty Haugen, b. 1950     © 1982 GIA Publications, Inc.     Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

Greeting WOV p. 28 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



Kyrie  WOV p. 28 

Kyrie eleison: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christe eleison: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Kyrie eleison: 

Lord, have mercy. 

 

Hymn of Praise WOV p. 29 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Beloved and sovereign God, through the death and resurrection of your Son you 

bring us into your kingdom of justice and mercy. By your Spirit, give us your 

wisdom, that we may treasure the life that comes from Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: 1 Kings 3:5-12 

Because Solomon did not ask for long life, riches, or the defeat of his enemies, God 

gave him what he asked for: wisdom to govern the people well. 

5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night; and God said, “Ask 

what I should give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown great and steadfast 

love to your servant my father David, because he walked before you in faithfulness, 

in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you; and you have kept for him 

this great and steadfast love, and have given him a son to sit on his throne 

today. 7And now, O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of 

my father David, although I am only a little child; I do not know how to go out or 

come in. 8And your servant is in the midst of the people whom you have chosen, a 

great people, so numerous they cannot be numbered or counted. 9Give your servant 

therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, able to discern between 

good and evil; for who can govern this your great people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11God said to him, “Because 

you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long life or riches, or for the 

life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself understanding to discern what is 

right, 12I now do according to your word. Indeed I give you a wise and discerning 

mind; no one like you has been before you and no one like you shall arise after 

you.” 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 119:129-136 (spoken responsively)  

129Your decrees are wonderful; therefore I obey them with all my heart. 

130When your word is opened it gives light; it gives understanding to the 

simple. 

131I open my mouth and pant because I long for your commandments. 

132Turn to me and be gracious to me, as you always do to those who love your 

name. 

133Order my footsteps in your word; let no iniquity have dominion over me. 

134Rescue me from those who oppress me, and I will keep your commandments. 



135Let your face shine upon your servant and teach me your statutes. 

136My eyes shed streams of tears, because people do not keep your teaching. 

 

Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39 

These words celebrate the depth of God’s actions for us. Through Christ’s death for 

us and the activity of the Spirit praying for us, we are fused to God’s love poured 

out in Jesus Christ. Nothing, not even death itself, is able to separate us from such 

incredible divine love. 

26The Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, 

but that very Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who 

searches the heart, knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit 

intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 

 28We know that all things work together for good for those who love God, who 

are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also 

predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the 

firstborn within a large family. 30And those whom he predestined he also called; 

and those whom he called he also justified; and those whom he justified he also 

glorified. 

 31What then are we to say about these things? If God is for us, who is against 

us? 32He who did not withhold his own Son, but gave him up for all of us, will he 

not with him also give us everything else? 33Who will bring any charge against 

God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34Who is to condemn? It is Christ Jesus, who 

died, yes, who was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who indeed intercedes 

for us. 35Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or 

persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36As it is written, “For 

your sake we are being killed all day long; we are accounted as sheep to be 

slaughtered.” 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him 

who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 

rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 39nor height, nor depth, 

nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation WOV p. 31 

Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 

Alleluia. You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 



Gospel: Matthew 13:31-33, 44-52 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Throughout Matthew’s gospel, Jesus and his disciples proclaim the good news that 

“the kingdom of heaven is near!” Here, Jesus offers several brief parables that 

explore the implications of this announcement for people’s lives.  

31[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a 

mustard seed that someone took and sowed in his field;32it is the smallest of all the 

seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and becomes a tree, so that 

the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.” 

 33He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a 

woman took and mixed in with three measures of flour until all of it was leavened.” 

 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone 

found and hid; then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 

 45“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; 46on 

finding one pearl of great value, he went and sold all that he had and bought it. 

 47“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and 

caught fish of every kind; 48when it was full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put 

the good into baskets but threw out the bad. 49So it will be at the end of the age. The 

angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50and throw them into 

the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 

 51“Have you understood all this?” They answered, “Yes.” 52And he said to them, 

“Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the 

master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon The Rev. Karla Wildberger 

 

Hymn of the Day: Be Thou My Vision ELW 793 

1 Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart; 

naught be all else to me, save that thou art: 

thou my best thought both by day and by night, 

waking or sleeping, thy presence my light. 

2 Be thou my wisdom, and thou my true word; 

I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 

Thou my soul's shelter, and thou my high tow'r, 

raise thou me heav'nward, O Pow'r of my pow'r. 



3 Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise, 

thou mine inheritance, now and always: 

thou and thou only, the first in my heart, 

great God of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

4 Light of my soul, after victory won, 

may I reach heaven's joys, O heaven's Sun! 

Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 

still be my vision, O Ruler of all. 

Text: Irish, 8th cent.; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 1860-1935, alt.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931    Music: Irish traditional    Public Domain 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

…Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

  



MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: Sat: The King of Love My Shepherd Is Al Simms, solo 

 Sun.: I Love to Tell the Story music by William G. Fischer 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful WOV p. 35 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord,  

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all;  

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord,  

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come. 

 

Offering Prayer in Unison 

Let us pray.  

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate 

our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of 

him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  WOV p. 36 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface WOV p. 36 



Holy, Holy, Holy WOV p. 36 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table WOV p. 37 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

 

 

Lamb of God WOV p. 39 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; 

grant us peace, grant us peace. 

 

 

  



Communion Distribution Hymn: We Eat the Bread of Teaching ELW 518 

 

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997    Music: Jerry Ray Brubaker, b. 1946 

Text and music © 1998 World Library Publications  Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

 

Post-Communion Blessing WOV p. 40 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen 

 

 



Post-Communion Canticle WOV p. 40 

Thankful hearts and voices raise; tell ev’ryone what God has done. 

Let all who seek the Lord rejoice and bear Christ’s holy name. 

Send us with your promises, O God, and lead us forth in joy 

with shouts of thanksgiving. Alleluia. 

 

 

Post-Communion Prayer WOV p. 41 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may 

abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing WOV p. 41 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song: Sent Forth by God’s Blessing ELW 547 

1 Sent forth by God's blessing, 

our true faith confessing, 

the people of God from this dwelling take leave. 

The supper is ended. 

Oh, now be extended 

the fruits of this service in all who believe. 

The seed of Christ's teaching, 

receptive souls reaching, 

shall blossom in action for God and for all. 

Your grace shall incite us, 

your love shall unite us 

to work for your kingdom and answer your call. 



2 With praise and thanksgiving 

to God ever-living, 

the tasks of our ev'ryday life we will face-- 

our faith ever sharing, 

in love ever caring, 

embracing God's children, the whole human race. 

With your feast you feed us, 

with your light now lead us; 

unite us as one in this life that we share. 

Then may all the living 

with praise and thanksgiving 

give honor to Christ and his name that we bear. 

Text: Omer Westendorf, 1916-1997, alt.    Music:Welsh folk tune    Text © 1964 World Library Publications     

Used by Permission OneLicense A-718383 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: Ash Grove Penny Rodriguez, Welsh folk melodies 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 

 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Galen & Debbie Thomas. 

 

 

 



This Week at Lord of Life 

Saturday, July 29  4:00 PM Worship in-person or online 

Sunday, July 30  9:00 AM Worship in-person or online 

Wednesday, August 2  7:15 PM Music & Worship meeting 

 

 

 

Apples for Students 

We have collected $951 for the Apples for Students campaign from Lord of Life 

members and this amount will be forwarded to St Mark Youth Enrichment Center 

for their use in buying supplies for school bags they plan to distribute this fall. It is 

absolutely amazing the generosity of our church family and how you are ready, 

willing and able to step up to support any campaign lifted up. Thank you to 

everyone who supported this project! 

Anyone who would like to help assemble the school bags can join us at the 

Five Flags, 405 Main Street, DBQ, on Thursday, August 10, at 10:00-12:00 and 

1:00-3:00. If you are only able to work in the morning or afternoon, that is an option. 

Please add your name to the sign-up sheet in the Narthex. If you have any questions, 

please contact Sandy Arp. 

 

 

 

Prayer List 

Rev. M. DeWayne & Kathy Teig 

William Thill, Sr. 

Galen & Debbie Thomas 

Bill Thurm 

Brianna Tieskotter 

Troy & Maria Troftgruben & family 

Logan & Lydia VanderBush & family 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church. Scan the code to reach our  

website for further information. 

  



Worship Servants: 

Saturday/Sunday, July 29/30 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  4:00 PM Jon Dienst Al Simms Steve Heer Tim Shade 

Linda Bothwell 

  9:00 AM   Barb 

Lindecker 

Galen Thomas 

 

  Saturday/Sunday, August 5/6 

  4:00 PM    Phil Granovsky 

  9:00 AM   Tara Grace Barry Pickart 
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Dubuque, IA 52002 
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Lord of Life Lutheran Guest Wireless 
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office@lordoflifedbq.org 
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