
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

8th Sunday after Pentecost 

July 22 & 23, 2023 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

WOV Setting Five: Bread of Life 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude: O Thou, in Whose Presence Franklin Ritter 

 

 

Brief Order for Confession and Forgiveness  WOV p. 10 

In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. But if we 

confess our sins, God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are in bondage to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have 

sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by 

what we have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 

delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the Church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Gathering Hymn: We Plow the Fields and Scatter ELW 680 

 
Text: Matthias Claudius, 1740-1815; English tr. Jane M. Campbell, 1817-1878, alt.    Music: Luis Olivieri, b. 1937     

Music © 1989 Abingdon Press, admin. The Copyright Company  Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

Greeting WOV p. 28 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Kyrie  WOV p. 28 

Kyrie eleison: 

Lord, have mercy. 

Christe eleison: 

Christ, have mercy. 

Kyrie eleison: 

Lord, have mercy. 



Hymn of Praise WOV p. 29 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our prayer. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, 

Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

Glory to God, glory to God, glory to God in the highest; 

glory to God, glory to God, and peace to God’s people on earth, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 
 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with firmness and 

compassion. By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be 

rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 44:6-8 

There are no other gods besides God: the word of the Lord does not fail to come to 

pass. We can trust in God, through whom Israel—and we—are redeemed.  

6Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel, and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts: I am 

the first and I am the last; besides me there is no god. 7Who is like me? Let them 



proclaim it, let them declare and set it forth before me. Who has announced from of 

old the things to come? Let them tell us what is yet to be. 8Do not fear, or be afraid; 

have I not told you from of old and declared it? You are my witnesses! Is there any 

god besides me? There is no other rock; I know not one. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 86:11-17 (sung responsively)  

Refrain 

 

Tone  

 
 

 
11Teach me your way, O LORD, and I will walk | in your truth; 

give me an undivided heart to re- | vere your name. 

12I will thank you, O Lord my God, with | all my heart, 

and glorify your name for- | evermore. R 

13For great is your | love toward me; 

you have delivered me from the | pit of death. 

14The arrogant rise up against me, O God, and a band of violent people | seeks 

my life; 

they have not set you be- | fore their eyes. 

15But you, O Lord, are gracious and full | of compassion, 

slow to anger, and full of kind- | ness and truth. 

16Turn to me and have mer- | cy on me; 

give your strength to your servant, and save the child | of your handmaid. 

17Show me a sign of your favor, so that those who hate me may see it and be | put to 

shame; 

because you, LORD, have helped me and com- | forted me. R 



Second Reading: Romans 8:12-25 

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which 

enables us to pray as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives 

us unseen hope that God will liberate us and creation from bondage to death and 

decay. 

12So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to 

the flesh—13for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit 

you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14For all who are led by the 

Spirit of God are children of God. 15For you did not receive a spirit of slavery to fall 

back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption. When we cry, “Abba! 

Father!” 16it is that very Spirit bearing witness with our spirit that we are children of 

God, 17and if children, then heirs, heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in 

fact, we suffer with him so that we may also be glorified with him. 

 18I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with 

the glory about to be revealed to us. 19For the creation waits with eager longing for 

the revealing of the children of God; 20for the creation was subjected to futility, not 

of its own will but by the will of the one who subjected it, in hope 21that the creation 

itself will be set free from its bondage to decay and will obtain the freedom of the 

glory of the children of God. 22We know that the whole creation has been groaning 

in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 

first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption 

of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For 

who hopes for what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it 

with patience. 

The word of the Lord. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation WOV p. 31 

 



Gospel: Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s 

judgment will remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human 

history. 

24[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be 

compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;25but while everybody was 

asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and then went away. 
26So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the weeds appeared as well. 
27And the slaves of the householder came and said to him, ‘Master, did you not sow 

good seed in your field? Where, then, did these weeds come from?’ 28He answered, 

‘An enemy has done this.’ The slaves said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and 

gather them?’ 29But he replied, ‘No; for in gathering the weeds you would uproot 

the wheat along with them. 30Let both of them grow together until the harvest; and 

at harvest time I will tell the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in 

bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into my barn.’ ” 

 36Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached 

him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37He answered, 

“The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; 38the field is the world, and 

the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil 

one, 39and the enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, 

and the reapers are angels. 40Just as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, 

so will it be at the end of the age. 41The Son of Man will send his angels, and they 

will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, 42and they will 

throw them into the furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of 

teeth. 43Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let 

anyone with ears listen!” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Sermon The Rev. Karla Wildberger 

 

 

 

 



Hymn of the Day: O Christ, Our Hope ELW 604 

 
Text: Latin hymn, c. 8th cent; tr. John Chandler, 1806-1876, adapt.    Music: Nicolaus Herman, 1480-1561   Public Domain 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 

…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

…Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: Higher Ground Joseph Prentiss 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful WOV p. 35 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer now. 

Grace our table with your presence, Lord, 

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.  

 

Offering Prayer in Unison 

Let us pray.  

Blessed are you,  

O Lord our God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have blessed 

us with these gifts. With them we offer ourselves to your service and dedicate 

our lives to the care and redemption of all that you have made, for the sake of 

him who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  WOV p. 36 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 



Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface WOV p. 36 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy WOV p. 36 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table WOV p. 37 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom, and teach us to pray: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

Invitation to Communion 



Lamb of God WOV p. 39 

 
 

Communion Distribution Hymn: As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465 

 
Text: Didache, 2nd cent.; Marty Haugen, b. 1950   Music: Marty Haugen 

Text and music © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 



Post-Communion Blessing WOV p. 40 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace. Amen 

 

 

Post-Communion Canticle WOV p. 40 

 
 

 

Post-Communion Prayer WOV p. 41 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you provide the true bread from heaven, your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Grant that we who have received the Sacrament of his body and blood may 

abide in him and he in us, that we may be filled with the power of his endless life, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements 

Blessing WOV p. 41 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

Sending Song: For the Fruit of All Creation ELW 679 

 
Text Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000    Music: Welsh traditional; arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872- 1958 

Text © 1970 Hope Publishing Company   Arr. © Oxford University Press   Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude: You Shall Go Out With Joy Geoffrey Andrews 



Announcements 

 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 

 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Bri & Alan Ensign in celebration of their 

Anniversary. 

 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Saturday, July 22  8:00 AM Mobile Food Pantry LOL Parking Lot 

  4:00 PM Worship in-person or online 

Sunday, July 23  9:00 AM Worship in-person or online 

Thursday, July 27 11:30 AM Senior Lunch – Arboretum 

  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

 

 

Prayer List 

Lance & Laura Sherlock 

John & Ellen Shook 

Allan & Christine Simms 

Rev. John and Mona Sorenson 

David & Andy Spaniol and family 

Alan & Kris Stache and family 

Ken & Kara Steffen and family 

 

 

 

 

 

Scan code to give now. 



Worship Servants: 

Saturday/Sunday, July 22/23 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  4:00 PM Jon/Rita Joan Cram Barry Pickart  Phil Granovsky 

  9:00 AM Nate F.  Sandy Heer Jerry Merrick 

Lois Freiburger 

 

 

  Saturday/Sunday, July 29/30 

  4:00 PM Jon Al Simms  Tim Shade 

Linda Bothwell 

  9:00 AM   Barb 

Lindecker 

Galen Thomas 
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