
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

6th Sunday of Easter 

May 14, 2023 

 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Ten 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude: Come, Gracious Spirit Lani Smith  

 

 

Mother's Day Gathering Litany 

Today, we are giving thanks to God for the gift of mothers and the mother-like 

nurture that many people show to others in their lives. Isaiah wrote that God is a 

mother to us, comforting and carrying us in her arms:  

“As a mother comforts her child, so will I comfort you....” (Isa. 66:13) 

Loving Lord, thank you for your tender care. 

 

David wrote that in God's presence, he was quiet and at peace, trusting his mother 

God like a child safe in loving arms:  

“But I have stilled and quietened my soul; like a weaned child with its mother, like a 

weaned child is my soul within me.” (Ps. 131:2) 

Loving Lord, thank you for your tender care. 

 

Jesus spoke of himself as a mother, longing to wrap his arms around us, like a 

mother hen gathers her chicks under her wings:  

“O Jerusalem, Jerusalem... how often I have longed to gather your children 

together, as a hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not 

willing.” (Matt. 23:37) 

Loving Lord, thank you for your tender care. 

 

Paul writes about his missionary ministry and likens his work to that of a nurse who 

looks after those in her care: 

“…but we were gentle among you, like a mother caring for her little children.” (1 

Thess. 2:7) 

Loving Lord, thank you for your tender care. 

~ from the Barnabas in Churches 



Confession and Forgiveness ELW p. 94 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Gathering Song: Holy Spirit, Truth Divine (vs. 1,4,5) ELW 398 

1 Holy Spirit, truth divine, 

dawn upon this soul of mine; 

breath of God and inward light, 

wake my spirit, clear my sight. 

4 Holy Spirit, peace divine, 

still this restless heart of mine; 

speak to calm this tossing sea, 

stayed in your tranquility. 



5 Holy Spirit, right divine, 

king within my conscience reign; 

be my guide, and I shall be 

firmly bound, forever free. 

Text: Samuel Longfellow, 1819-1892    Music: Orlando Gibbons, 1583-1625    Public Domain 

 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

Kyrie  ELW p. 203 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 

 

 

Canticle of Praise ELW p. 204 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 



Prayer of the Day 

Almighty and ever-living God, you hold together all things in heaven and on earth. 

In your great mercy receive the prayers of all your children, and give to all the 

world the Spirit of your truth and peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 

First Reading: Acts 17:22-31 

In Athens, Paul faces the challenge of proclaiming the gospel to Greeks who know 

nothing of either Jewish or Christian tradition. He proclaims that the “unknown 

god” whom they worship is the true Lord of heaven and earth who will judge the 

world with justice through Jesus, whom God has raised from the dead. 

22Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, “Athenians, I see how extremely 

religious you are in every way. 23For as I went through the city and looked carefully 

at the objects of your worship, I found among them an altar with the inscription, ‘To 

an unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, this I proclaim to 

you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven 

and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, 25nor is he served by 

human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals 

life and breath and all things. 26From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the 

whole earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the 

places where they would live, 27so that they would search for God and perhaps 

grope for him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 28For 

‘In him we live and move and have our being’; as even some of your own poets 

have said, ‘For we too are his offspring.’ 29Since we are God’s offspring, we ought 

not to think that the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art 

and imagination of mortals. 30While God has overlooked the times of human 

ignorance, now he commands all people everywhere to repent, 31because he has 

fixed a day on which he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man 

whom he has appointed, and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him 

from the dead.” 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm 66:8-20 (sung responsively) 

Refrain 

 
Tone  

 
 

8Bless our | God, you peoples; 

  let the sound of | praise be heard. 

9Our God has kept us a- | mong the living 

  and has not allowed our | feet to slip. R 

10For you, O God, have | tested us; 

  you have tried us just as sil- | ver is tried. 

11You brought us in- | to the net; 

  you laid heavy burdens up- | on our backs. 

12You let people ride over our heads; we went through | fire and water, 

  but you brought us out into a place | of refreshment. 

13I will enter your house | with burnt offerings 

  and will pay | you my vows— 

14those that I promised | with my lips 

  and spoke with my mouth when I | was in trouble. 

15I will offer you burnt offerings of fatlings with the | smoke of rams; 

  I will give you ox- | en and goats. R 

16Come and listen, all you | who believe, 

  and I will tell you what God has | done for me. 

17I called out to God | with my mouth, 

  and praised the Lord | with my tongue. 



18If I had cherished evil | in my heart, 

  the Lord would | not have heard me; 

19but in truth | God has heard me 

  and has attended to the sound | of my prayer. 

20Blessed be God, who has not reject- | ed my prayer, 

  nor withheld unfailing | love from me. R 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Peter 3:13-22 

The author of 1 Peter encourages Christians to remain faithful even in the face of 

defamation and persecution. In baptism we are made clean to act in accordance 

with what is right. 

13Who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? 14But even if you do 

suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do 

not be intimidated, 15but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to 

make your defense to anyone who demands from you an accounting for the hope 

that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, 

so that, when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in 

Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering 

should be God’s will, than to suffer for doing evil. 18For Christ also suffered for sins 

once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was 

put to death in the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, 19in which also he went and 

made a proclamation to the spirits in prison, 20who in former times did not obey, 

when God waited patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in 

which a few, that is, eight persons, were saved through water. 21And baptism, which 

this prefigured, now saves you—not as a removal of dirt from the body, but as an 

appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who 

has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and 

powers made subject to him. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation ELW p. 205 

Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word. 

Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are stirred. 

Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring. 



Gospel: John 14:15-21 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

In final words to his disciples on the night of his arrest, Jesus encourages obedience 

to his commandments and speaks of the Spirit, who will be with them forever. 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 15“If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 
16And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you 

forever. 17This is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and 

he will be in you. 

 18“I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you. 19In a little while the world 

will no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live. 20On 

that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you. 21They 

who have my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who 

love me will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to 

them.” 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Sermon The Rev. Paul Amlin  

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: Loving Spirit (vs. 1-3) ELW 397 

1 Loving Spirit, loving Spirit, 

you have chosen me to be 

you have drawn me to your wonder, 

you have set your sign on me. 

2 Like a mother you enfold me, 

hold my life within your own, 

feed me with your very body, 

form me of your flesh and bone. 

3 Like a father you protect me, 

teach me the discerning eye, 

hoist me up upon your shoulder, 

let me see the world from high. 

Text: Shirley Erena Murray, b. 1931    Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. hymnal version 

Text: © 1987 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Company     Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress  

Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 



Apostles’ Creed ELW p. 206 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

…through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: Kneeling at the Altar Sabrina Brem 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 184 

Let the vineyards be fruitful, Lord, 

and fill to the brim our cup of blessing. 

Gather a harvest from the seeds that were sown, 

that we may be fed with the bread of life. 

Gather the hopes and dreams of all; 

unite them with the prayers we offer. 

Grace our table with your presence,  

and give us a foretaste of the feast to come.         Scan code to give now. 



Offering Prayer 

Blessed are you, O God, ruler of heaven and earth. Day by day you shower us with 

blessings. As you have raised us to new life in Christ, give us glad and generous 

hearts, ready to praise you and to respond to those in need, through Jesus Christ, our 

Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.  

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Preface ELW p. 207 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 207 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest, 

hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

 

 



Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

 

Lamb of God ELW p. 208 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

 

 

Communion Distribution Songs:  

Thy Holy Wings ELW 613 

1 Thy holy wings, O Savior, 

spread gently over me, 

and let me rest securely 

through good and ill in thee. 

Oh, be my strength and portion, 

my rock and hiding place, 

and let my ev'ry moment 

be lived within thy grace. 

2 Oh, let me nestle near thee, 

within thy downy breast 

where I will find sweet comfort 

and peace within thy nest. 

Oh, close thy wings around me 

and keep me safely there, 

for I am but a newborn 

and need thy tender care. 

 

 



3 Oh, wash me in the waters 

of Noah's cleansing flood. 

Give me a willing spirit, 

a heart both clean and good. 

Oh, take into thy keeping 

thy children great and small, 

and while we sweetly slumber, 

enfold us one and all. 

 

 

Now in This Banquet W&P 104 

Refrain 

Now in this banquet, Christ is our bread; 

here shall all hungers be fed. 

Bread that is broken, wine that is poured: 

love is the sign of our Lord. 

Text and Music: Marty Haugen    © 1986 GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved. Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

Prayer after Communion ELW p. 208 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 

us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832-

1903, sts. 1,3; Gracia Grindal, b. 1943, 

st. 2; tr. composite    Music: Swedish 

folk tune; arr. hymnal version    Text © 

1983 Gracia Grindal, admin. Selah 

Publishing Co., Inc. Arr. © 2006 

Augsburg Fortress   Used by 

permission OneLicense #A-718383 



Sending Song: The Day of Resurrection! (vs. 1-3) ELW 361 

1 The day of resurrection! 

Earth, tell it out abroad, 

the passover of gladness, 

the passover of God. 

From death to life eternal, 

from sin's dominion free, 

our Christ has brought us over 

with hymns of victory. 

2 Let hearts be purged of evil 

that we may see aright 

the Lord in rays eternal 

of resurrection light, 

and list'ning to his accents, 

may hear, so calm and plain, 

his own "All hail!" and hearing, 

may raise the glad refrain. 

3 Now let the heav'ns be joyful, 

let earth its song begin, 

the round world keep high triumph 

and all that is therein. 

Let all things, seen and unseen, 

their notes of gladness blend; 

for Christ the Lord has risen, 

our joy that has no end! 

Text: John of Damascus, c. 696-c. 754; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866, alt.   

Music: German melody, 18th cent.; adapt. X.L. Hartig, Melodien zum Mainzer Gesangbuche, 1833    Public Domain 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: Fanfare on “Rise Up, O Church of God” Tracey Craig McKibben 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 



Altar Flowers today are provided by Rev. Kurt and Susan Hansen. 

 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Today  8:00 AM Worship in-person or online 

  9:15 AM Cross-Generational Sunday School 

 10:30 AM Worship in-person or online 

Wednesday, May 17 6:00 PM NOW band practice 

 

 

Youth Bonfire 

Sunday, May 21st at 7-8:30pm!  Meet in Pastor Paul's backyard for s'mores and 

good conversation. Bring a chair and your own beverage. 

 

 

Roadside Cleanup 

We will again be doing the spring (of a twice-annual) hiway cleanup of “our” one-

mile stretch of the NW Arterial on Saturday morning, May 20. We will meet at 

LOL at 9:00 AM and should be done by 11:00. LOL of Life has "adopted" this 

section of the arterial for the past 21 years. We will need between 8 and 16 

volunteers to do the clean-up efficiently. Call or e-mail Steve Heer with any 

questions that aren't answered on the bulletin board/sign-up in the fellowship area: 

ssheer@mchsi.com, or 563-451-8063......and pray for nice weather on May 20. 

Thank You!!!!! 

 

 

Open Closet Donations 

Due to limited space, only spring and summer items will be accepted at the Open 

Closet. Please be sure that all donations are CLEAN AND IN GOOD REPAIR! 

 

Prayer List 

Dan & Joan Decker 

Jon & Rita Dienst 

Kevin & Kris Erickson-Eipperle 

Brianna & Alan Ensign 

Paul & Kathy Erickson 

Amy & Dennis Felderman and family 

Doris Felderman 

mailto:ssheer@mchsi.com


Worship Servants: 

Sunday, May 14 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  8:00 AM   Sandy Heer Sam & Sue 

Deaver 

10:30 AM   Tara Grace Phil Granovsky 

 

  Sunday, May 21 

  8:00 AM  Susan Hansen Jenn Cartee Craig & Dione 

Miller 

10:30 AM  

 

Tara Grace Barry Pickart Tim & Heather 

Felderman 
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