
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

 

Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 19, 2023 

8:00 am 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Ten 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude: “Will You Come and Follow Me?” Arr. C.E. Walz 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness  ELW p. 94 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Gathering Song: God, Whose Almighty Word ELW 673 

 
 

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt. Music: Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796 Public Domain 

 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

Kyrie  ELW p. 203 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 



Canticle of Praise ELW p. 204 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious 

life and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with 

your Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: 1 Samuel 16:1-13 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did 

not match his brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the 

anointing came endowment with the Spirit of the LORD, designating David as 

the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 

1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected 

him from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you 

to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his 

sons.” 2Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And 



the LORD said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to 

the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and 

you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.” 4Samuel did what 

the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to meet 

him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, “Peaceably; I have 

come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the 

sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed 

is now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for 

the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but 

the LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass 

before Samuel. He said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made 

Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse 

made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, 

“The LORD has not chosen any of these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons 

here?” And he said, “There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” 

And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he 

comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful 

eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the 

one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his 

brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from that day 

forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 23 (sung responsively) 

Refrain 

 

 

 

 

Tone 

 

 



1The LORD 
| is my shepherd; 

I shall not | be in want. 

2The LORD makes me lie down | in green pastures 

and leads me be- | side still waters. 

3You restore my | soul, O LORD, 

and guide me along right pathways | for your name’s sake. 

4Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I shall | fear no evil; 

for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they | comfort me. R 

5You prepare a table before me in the presence | of my enemies; 

you anoint my head with oil, and my cup is | running over. 

6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days | of my life, 

and I will dwell in the house of the | LORD forever. R  

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 5:8-14 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives 

in ways that reflect the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 

8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of 

light—9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try 

to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of 

darkness, but instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such 

people do secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for 

everything that becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.” 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Gospel Acclamation ELW p. 205 

We are turning, Lord, to hear you; you are merciful and kind— 

slow to anger, rich in blessing, and with love to us inclined. 

 

Gospel: John 9:1-41 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 



Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as 

spiritual blindness to the things of God. 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus 

answered, “Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s 

works might be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me 

while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the 

world, I am the light of the world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground 

and made mud with the saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to 

him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and 

washed and came back able to see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him 

before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and 

beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone 

like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept asking him, “Then how 

were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus made mud, spread 

it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went and washed 

and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do not 

know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it 

was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the 

Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He 

put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, 

“This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, 

“How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So 

they said again to the blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 

opened.” He said, “He is a prophet.” 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is 

this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His 

parents answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but 

we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 

Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because 

they were afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who 

confessed Jesus to be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore 

his parents said, “He is of age; ask him.” 

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 

him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do 

not know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now 



I see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your 

eyes?” 27He answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. 

Why do you want to hear it again? Do you also want to become his 

disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, saying, “You are his disciple, but we are 

disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has spoken to Moses, but as for this man, 

we do not know where he comes from.” 30The man answered, “Here is an 

astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 

eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 

worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began has it been heard 

that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man were not from 

God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born entirely in sins, 

and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 

you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so 

that I may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one 

speaking with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped 

him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this world for judgment so that those who do not see 

may see, and those who do see may become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near 

him heard this and said to him, “Surely we are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to 

them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. But now that you say, ‘We see,’ 

your sin remains.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon     The Rev. Paul Amlin 

 

Hymn of the Day: Amazing Grace, How Sweet the Sound ELW 779 

Amazing grace! –how sweet the sound – that saved a wretch like me! 

I once was lost, but now am found; was blind, but now I see. 

‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved; 

how precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed! 

Through many dangers, toils, and snares I have already come; 

‘tis grace has brought me safe thus far, and grace will lead me home. 

The Lord has promised good to me; his word my hope secures; 

he will my shield and portion be as long as life endures. 

When we’ve been there ten thousand years, bright shining as the sun, 

we’ve no less days to sing God’s praise than when we’d first begun. 



Apostles’ Creed ELW p. 206 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

…Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

…through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go arr. Barbara J. Heastings 

 

Offering: Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW 188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

        Scan code to give now. 



Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 

and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 207 

 



Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

 

Invitation to Communion  

 

 

 

Lamb of God ELW p. 208 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

 

 

 

 

 



Communion Distribution Songs:  

Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW 592 

1 Just as I am, without one plea, 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 

4 Just as I am; thy love unknown 

has broken ev'ry barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871  Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 Public Domain 

 

 

Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am ELW 814 

Take, oh, take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 

set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

Text and Music: John L. Bell, b. 1949   

Text & music © 1995 Iona Community, admin GIA Publications  Used by Permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 

Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 

peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 



Sending Song: I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say ELW 611 

1 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

"Come unto me and rest; 

lay down, O weary one, lay down 

your head upon my breast." 

I came to Jesus as I was, 

so weary, worn, and sad; 

I found in him a resting-place, 

and he has made me glad. 

2 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

"Behold, I freely give 

the living water, thirsty one; 

stoop down and drink and live." 

I came to Jesus, and I drank 

of that life-giving stream; 

my thirst was quenched, my soul revived, 

and now I live in him. 

3 I heard the voice of Jesus say, 

"I am this dark world's light; 

look unto me, your morn shall rise, 

and all your day be bright." 

I looked to Jesus, and I found 

in him my star, my sun; 

and in that light of life I'll walk 

till trav'ling days are done. 

Text: Horatius Bonar, 1808-1889 Music: English folk tune Public Domain 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: Blessings and Honor Arr. Terry Osman 

 

 

 

Announcements 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Dale & Jan Helwig-Schrobilgen in celebration 

of their wedding anniversary. 



This Week at Lord of Life 

Today  8:00 AM Worship in-person or online 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

  9:15 AM Adult Faith Formation 

 10:30 AM Worship NOW in-person or online 

  3:00 PM Dubuque Interfaith Green Coalition @ LOL 

Wednesday, March 22 6:00 PM Confirmation 

7:15 PM Midweek Lent Worship in-person/online 

Thursday, March 23 11:30 AM Senior Lunch – Happy’s Place 

6:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

 

 

Attention Parents! 

We are looking to the future of faith formation at Lord of Life and we want YOU to 

be a part of the conversation. Join us for lunch and great conversation on April 2 

from 11:30-1:00. Childcare provided. Please RSVP to Maria, the church office, or 

Pastor Paul so we can plan food accordingly.  

 

 

Parenting Today Conference 

Join us for a FREE conference for parents and grandparents on Sunday April 30 

from 1:30-3:00 pm at Lord of Life. Experts and professionals in the field helping 

you understand what your children are facing and offering resources for you to use. 

For more information please visit: 

https://www.lordoflife.online/parentingtodayconference.html  

 

 

Dear Thrivent Members…Start 2023 on a generous note! 

If you haven’t already done so, you can still direct 2022 Choice Dollars® until end 

of March 2023 to the causes that matter most to you.* In fact, there are more than 

45,000 organizations in our Thrivent Choice® catalog including Lord of Life 

Lutheran Church from which to choose. Don’t miss this opportunity to recommend 

where Thrivent gives back!  If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact 

Dan Decker at 563-556-0469 or deckerdbq@aol.com.  Thanks 
 

 

 

 



First Communion Instruction 

Each year, during Lent, we invite parents and children in 5th grade to participate in 

First Communion Instruction. The process is fairly simple. Visit our website to 

watch a video and learn how to bake communion bread, answer questions on the 

questionnaire included on the page, and join Pastor Paul and Maria Troftgruben for 

an in-person session. You can start the process at 

https://www.lordoflife.online/firstcommunion.html then let Pastor Paul know that 

you are ready to meet. 

 

Prayer List 

Ken & Christine Resch 

Tonia Ricke and family 

Alec & Tricia Roschen and family 

Willeen Sass 

Steve & Brandie Seay and family 

Tim Shade 

Lance & Laura Sherlock 

 

 

Servants: 

Sunday, March 19 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  8:00 AM Nate 

Frambach 

Diane 

Frambach 

Kris-Erickson 

Eipperle 

Sam & Sue 

Deaver 

10:30 AM   Steve Geisert  

 

Sunday, March 26 

  8:00 AM   Sandy Heer Jim & Bernita 

Gilbertson 

10:30 AM   Barb 

Lindecker 

Linda Bothwell 
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