
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

 

5th Sunday after Epiphany 

February 5, 2023 

 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting One 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude: “The Church of Christ, in Every Age”         TUNE: WAREHAM 

Setting Aaron David Miller 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Gathering Song: God, Whose Almighty Word     ELW 673 

1 God, whose almighty word 

chaos and darkness heard 

and took their flight: 

hear us, we humbly pray, 

and where the gospel day 

sheds not its glorious ray, 

let there be light. 

2 Christ, who once came to bring, 

on your redeeming wing, 

healing and sight; 

health to the troubled mind, 

sight where illusions blind; 

oh, now to humankind 

let there be light. 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 

life-giving, holy dove, 

speed forth your flight; 

move on the water's face 

bearing the lamp of grace, 

and in earth's darkest place 

let there be light. 

4 Holy and blessed three, 

glorious Trinity, 

Wisdom, Love, Might: 

boundless as ocean's tide, 

rolling in fullest pride, 

through the earth, far and wide, 

let there be light. 

Text: John Marriott, 1780-1825, alt.    Music: Felice de Giardini, 1716-1796     Public Domain. 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Kyrie 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen, amen. 



Canticle of Praise: Now Thank We All Our God      ELW 840 

1 Now thank we all our God 

with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who, from our mothers' arms, 

has blest us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

and keep us all in grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all harm 

in this world and the next. 

3 All praise and thanks to God  

the Father now be given, 

the Son, and Spirit blest,  

who reign in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God,  

whom earth and heav'n adore; 

for thus it was, is now,  

and shall be evermore. 

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Cathrine Winkworth, 1827-1878    

Music: Johan Crüger, 1598-1662    Public Domain 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Lord God, with endless mercy you receive the prayers of all who call upon you. By 

your Spirit show us the things we ought to do, and give us the grace and power to 

do them, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12] 

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by 

the ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no 

substitute for genuine fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the 

hungry, sheltering the homeless, and clothing the naked. 

 1Shout out, do not hold back! Lift up your voice like a trumpet! Announce to my 

people their rebellion, to the house of Jacob their sins. 2Yet day after day they seek 



me and delight to know my ways, as if they were a nation that practiced 

righteousness and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; they ask of me 

righteous judgments, they delight to draw near to God. 3“Why do we fast, but you 

do not see? Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” Look, you serve your 

own interest on your fast day, and oppress all your workers. 4Look, you fast only to 

quarrel and to fight and to strike with a wicked fist. Such fasting as you do today 

will not make your voice heard on high. 5Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 

humble oneself? Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth 

and ashes? Will you call this a fast, a day acceptable to the LORD? 
6Is not this the fast that I choose: to loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 

thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke? 7Is it not 

to share your bread with the hungry, and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

when you see the naked, to cover them, and not to hide yourself from your own 

kin? 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, and your healing shall spring 

up quickly; your vindicator shall go before you, the glory of the LORD shall be your 

rear guard. 9aThen you shall call, and the LORD will answer; you shall cry for help, 

and he will say, Here I am. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 112:1-9 [10] (read responsively) 

1Hallelujah! Happy are they who fear the LORD and have great delight in God’s 

commandments! 

2Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the generation of the upright 

will be blessed. 

3Wealth and riches will be in their house, and their righteousness will last forever. 

4Light shines in the darkness for the upright; the righteous are merciful and 

full of compassion. 

5It is good for them to be generous in lending and to manage their affairs with 

justice. 

6For they will never be shaken; the righteous will be kept in everlasting 

remembrance. 

7They will not be afraid of any evil rumors; their heart is steadfast, trusting in 

the LORD. 

8Their heart is established and will not shrink, until they see their desire upon 

their enemies. 



9They have given freely to the poor, and their righteousness stands fast forever; they 

will hold up their head with honor. 

 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 [13-16] 

Though people such as the Corinthians are enamored with human philosophy and 

wisdom, Paul continuously presents God’s hidden wisdom which is Jesus Christ 

crucified. True spiritual maturity involves judging ourselves and others in light of 

God’s revelation in the cross. 

1When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery 

of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. 2For I decided to know nothing among you 

except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. 3And I came to you in weakness and in fear 

and in much trembling. 4My speech and my proclamation were not with plausible 

words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, 5so that your 

faith might rest not on human wisdom but on the power of God. 

 6Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this 

age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. 7But we speak God’s 

wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. 8None 

of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they had, they would not have 

crucified the Lord of glory. 9But, as it is written, “What no eye has seen, nor ear 

heard, nor the human heart conceived, what God has prepared for those who love 

him”— 10these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit 

searches everything, even the depths of God. 11For what human being knows what 

is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends 

what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received not the spirit 

of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts 

bestowed on us by God. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Gospel Acclamation             ELW p. 102 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 



Gospel: Matthew 5:13-20 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said:] 13“You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its 

saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and 

trampled under foot. 

 14“You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hid. 15No one 

after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it 

gives light to all in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before others, 

so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven. 

 17“Do not think that I have come to abolish the law or the prophets; I have come 

not to abolish but to fulfill. 18For truly I tell you, until heaven and earth pass away, 

not one letter, not one stroke of a letter, will pass from the law until all is 

accomplished. 19Therefore, whoever breaks one of the least of these 

commandments, and teaches others to do the same, will be called least in the 

kingdom of heaven; but whoever does them and teaches them will be called great in 

the kingdom of heaven. 20For I tell you, unless your righteousness exceeds that of 

the scribes and Pharisees, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven.” 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Paul Amlin 

 

 

 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: Lord Whose Love in Humble Service   ELW 712 

1 Lord, whose love in humble service 

bore the weight of human need, 

who upon the cross, forsaken, 

worked your mercy's perfect deed: 

we, your servants, bring the worship 

not of voice alone, but heart; 

consecrating to your purpose 

ev'ry gift which you impart. 

2 Still your children wander homeless; 

still the hungry cry for bread; 

still the captives long for freedom; 

still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As you, Lord, in deep compassion 

healed the sick and freed the soul, 

by your Spirit send your power 

to our world to make it whole. 



3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

till your love's revealing light 

in its height and depth and greatness 

dawns upon our quickened sight, 

making known the needs and burdens 

your compassion bids us bear, 

stirring us to ardent service, 

your abundant life to share. 

4 Called by worship to your service, 

forth in your dear name we go, 

to the child, the youth, the aged, 

love in living deeds to show; 

hope and health, good will and comfort, 

counsel, aid and peace we give, 

that your servants, Lord, in freedom 

may your mercy know and live. 

Text: Albert F. Bayly, 1901-1984  Music: The Sacred Harp, Philadelphia, 1844; arr. Selected Hymns, 1985 

Text © Oxford University Press  Arr. © 1985 Augsburg Fortress   Used by permission One License #A-718383 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

…Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

…power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 

 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 



MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

 

Offertory Music: “Salt & Light”        Jill Klinebriel, solo 

Song by Lauren Ashley Daigle, Leslie Jordan, Paul Mabury 

 

Offering: Create in Me a Clean Heart       ELW 188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

                 Scan code to give now. 

 

 

Offering Prayer in Unison 

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 

and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 

one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 

 

Great Thanksgiving 
 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 
Preface 



Holy, Holy, Holy             ELW p. 108 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion  



Lamb of God             ELW p. 112 

 

Communion Distribution Songs:  

Now the Silence           ELW 460 

Now the silence Now the peace Now the empty hands uplifted 

Now the kneeling Now the plea Now the Father's arms in welcome 

Now the hearing Now the pow'r Now the vessel brimmed for pouring 

Now the body Now the blood Now the joyful celebration 

Now the wedding Now the songs Now the heart forgiven leaping 

Now the Spirit's visitation Now the Son's epiphany Now the Father's blessing 

Now Now Now 

Text Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919     Music: Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929 

Text and Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission One License #A-718383 
 

Light Shone in Darkness        ELW 307 

1 Light shone in darkness at the world's creation, 

bathing in beauty nature's revelation. 

All that has being, cry in adoration, 

"Praise for the light. Amen!" 



2 Light shone in darkness at the new creation; 

Christ rose in glory, won for us salvation. 

Sing, earth and heaven, hymns of jubilation, 

praise for the light. Amen! 

3 Light shines in darkness till the full creation; 

Christ's body, groaning, suffers tribulation, 

longs for God's justice, global transformation, 

prays for the light. Amen! 

Text: Delores Dufner, osb, b. 1939     Music: Mark Sedio, b. 1954 

Text © 2001, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc.     Music © 2003 Augsburg Fortress Used by Permission One License #A-718383 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in 

the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its 

many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 



Sending Song: O God of Light        ELW  507 

 
Text: Sarah E. Taylor, 1883-1954, alt.    Music; H. Barrie Cabena, b. 1933 

Text © 1952, ren. 1980 The Hymn Societ, admin. Hope Publishing Company   Music © 1978 Lutheran Book of worship, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress   Used by permission One License #A-718383 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: ‘This Little Light of Mine       Setting Nancy M. Raabe 

Tune: THIS JOY 

 



Announcements 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Galen & Debbie Thomas in celebration of 

their birthdays. 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Today  8:00 AM Worship in-person or online 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

  9:15 AM Adult Faith Formation 

 10:30 AM NOW Worship in-person or online 

Tuesday, February 7  6:30 PM Faith Formation Parent meeting 

Wednesday, February 8 6:00 PM Confirmation 

Thursday, February 9  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

Saturday, February 11  8:30 AM Men’s Breakfast 

 

Adult Faith Formation   

Today, in the conference room between services, Pastor Paul will host our viewing 

of part 2 of the Bonhoeffer movie. No need to have seen part 1 to join the class. 
 

SOUPer Bowl of Caring 

Please consider “cheering on” your favorite team going into the Super Bowl by 

donating soup to help stock our own Lord of Life Food Pantry. Your donations will 

be collected at the Super Bowl display in the LOL narthex. Monetary donations are 

also accepted. Good luck to your team, and thank you for your support. 
 

Men's Breakfast 

Join us on Saturday, February 11th for a delicious breakfast, a fair bit of laughter, 

and faith-filled conversation. 8:30am on the lower level. 

 

Holy Land Presentation 

During our cross-generational Sunday School time on February 12th we will 

welcome students from Wartburg Theological Seminary who will tell us about their 

experiences in the Holy Land in January. There will be foods to try and lots of 

photos and stories. All are invited and encouraged to attend! 



New Offering Envelope System 

We have new offering envelopes which are simpler and more cost effective. You 

can find a supply of these new envelopes in the gathering space along with an 

explanation of how to use. If you need more envelopes and can’t find in the narthex 

reach out to the office and a supply will be put into your mailbox for your use. 

 

Fat Tuesday Pancake Supper and Jazz Service! 

On the evening before Ash Wednesday we will have a party. Our first pancake 

supper and jazz service since before the pandemic takes place on TUESDAY, 

February 21st. Dinner at 6pm and a Dixieland Jazz Band service at 7pm. 

 

Ash Wednesday Services 

Pastor Paul will once again offer an open space in the sanctuary from Noon-1pm for 

the imposition of ashes. Come and go over the lunch hour. The full liturgy will take 

place at 7:00pm and will be live-streamed from the sanctuary. This day is critical as 

we enter Lent and the 40 days. 

 

Prayer List 

Dale & Jan Helwig-Schrobilgen 

John & Vonda Hermsen 

Gretchen Hong and family 

Jenny Huseman and family 

Steve & Megan Ingalsbe 

Eric & Kalli Jahnke 

Gerald Jecklin 

 

Servants: 

Sunday, February 5 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  8:00 AM Kevin/Nate Diane F. Sandy Arp Susan Hansen 

10:30 AM   Barry P.  

 

Sunday, February 12 

  8:00 AM Jon/Rita    

10:30 AM  Joan Cram  Tim & 

Heather F. 
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