
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

 

First Sunday in Lent 

February 26, 2023 

 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Ten 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

 

Prelude: “Meditation on “Southwell””         David Lasky 

 

Gathering Litany for Lent 

Ashes have been smeared and sins have been confessed… 

We follow our faithful Lord. 

These times, they are troubling.  This journey, it is hard… 

We follow our faithful Lord. 

It is God who sustains, not the temptations of this world… 

We follow our faithful Lord. 

In the Lord is our trust, our protection from harm… 

We follow our faithful Lord. 

Come, let us worship the One whom we serve… 

We follow our faithful Lord. 

~ written by Stephen Fearing 

Confession and Forgiveness  ELW p. 94 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 



Gracious God, 

have mercy on us. We confess that we have turned from you and given 

ourselves into the power of sin. We are truly sorry and humbly repent. In your 

compassion forgive us our sins, known and unknown, things we have done and 

things we have failed to do. Turn us again to you, and uphold us by your 

Spirit, so that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

 

Gathering Song: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504 

1 A mighty fortress is our God, 

a sword and shield victorious; 

he breaks the cruel oppressor's rod 

and wins salvation glorious. 

The old satanic foe 

has sworn to work us woe! 

With craft and dreadful might 

he arms himself to fight. 

On earth he has no equal. 

2 No strength of ours can match his might! 

We would be lost, rejected. 

But now a champion comes to fight, 

whom God himself elected. 

You ask who this may be? 

The Lord of hosts is he! 

Christ Jesus, mighty Lord, 

God's only Son, adored. 

He holds the field victorious. 

3 Though hordes of devils fill the land 

all threat'ning to devour us, 

we tremble not, unmoved we stand; 

they cannot overpow'r us. 

Let this world's tyrant rage; 

in battle we'll engage! 

His might is doomed to fail; 

God's judgment must prevail! 

One little word subdues him. 

4 God's Word forever shall abide, 

no thanks to foes, who fear it; 

for God himself fights by our side 

with weapons of the Spirit. 

Were they to take our house, 

goods, honor, child, or spouse, 

through life be wrenched away, 

they cannot win the day. 

The kingdom's ours forever! 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship  Music: Martin Luther  

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress Used by permission One License #A-718383 

 



Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Kyrie  ELW p. 203 

Have mercy on us, Lord, and hear our solemn prayer. 

We come to hear your living word; it saves us from despair. 

Have mercy on us, Christ, and wash away our sin. 

Pour out your grace and make us whole that new life may begin. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, make sin and shame depart. 

Renew us with your saving pow’r; create in us new hearts! 

 

Canticle of Praise ELW p. 204 

Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth. 

Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: 

we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise. 

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs we raise. 

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love. 

Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from heav’n above; 

on the cross you died to save us; now you reign at God’s right hand. 

Hear our prayer; restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand. 

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call; 

Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to all: 

Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s splendor bright. 

For the peace that we inherit, glory be to God on high! 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of the faith 

by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the bright cloud declaring 

Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our adoption as your children. Make us 

heirs with Christ of your glory, and bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, 

creation, and one another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes 

would be opened led, ironically, to the discovery only that they were naked. 

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 

it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of 

the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for 

in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that 

the LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat 

from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the 

fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the 

tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall 

die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that 

when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing 

good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it 

was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she 

took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, 

and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were 

naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 32 (sung responsively) 

Tone 

 

 

 

Refrain 

 

 



1Happy are they whose transgressions | are forgiven, 

 and whose sin is | put away! 

2Happy are they to whom the LORD im- | putes no guilt, 

 and in whose spirit there | is no guile! 

3While I held my tongue, my bones with- | ered away, 

 because of my groaning | all day long. 

4For your hand was heavy upon me | day and night; 

 my moisture was dried up as in the | heat of summer. R 

5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not con- | ceal my guilt. 

 I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the 

guilt | of my sin. 

6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in | time of trouble; 

 when the great waters overflow, they | shall not reach them. 

7You are my hiding-place; you preserve | me from trouble; 

 you surround me with shouts | of deliverance. 

8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that | you should go; 

 I will guide you | with my eye. R 

9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no | understanding; 

 who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will | not stay near you.” 

10Great are the tribulations | of the wicked; 

 but mercy embraces those who trust | in the LORD. 

11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice | in the LORD; 

 shout for joy, all who are | true of heart. R 

 

 

Second Reading: Romans 5:12-19 

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, 

from which we cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously 

showers on us the free gift of liberation and life. 

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and 

so death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before 

the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised 

dominion from Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the 

transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come. 



 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one 

man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the 

grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not 

like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass 

brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings 

justification. 17If, because of the one man’s trespass, death exercised dominion 

through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace 

and the free gift of righteousness exercise dominion in life through the one man, 

Jesus Christ. 

 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s 

act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one 

man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience 

the many will be made righteous. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Time 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation             ELW p. 205 

We are turning, Lord, to hear you; you are merciful and kind— 

slow to anger, rich in blessing, and with love to us inclined. 

 

Gospel: Matthew 4:1-11 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the 

Son of God, he endures the testing of the evil one. 

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 

fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter 

came and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become 

loaves of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread 

alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is 

written, ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ and ‘On their hands they 

will bear you up, so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 



7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the 

kingdoms of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give 

you, if you will fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, 

Satan! for it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Paul Amlin 

 

Hymn of the Day: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me ELW 325 

1 I want Jesus to walk with me; 

I want Jesus to walk with me; 

all along my pilgrim journey, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

2 In my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

in my trials, Lord, walk with me; 

when my heart is almost breaking, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

3 When I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when I'm in trouble, Lord, walk with me; 

when my head is bowed in sorrow, 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me. 

Text & Music: African American spiritual; arr. hymnal version  

Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission One License#A-718383 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed ELW p. 206 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession 

…Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

…through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: “I Want Jesus to Walk with Me”  arr. by James Pethel 

 

Offering: Create in Me a Clean Heart       ELW 188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

                 Scan code to give now. 

Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 

and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 207 

 
 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 



Invitation to Communion  

 

 

Lamb of God ELW p. 208 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you suffered death our lives to save: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

you set us free from guilt and grave: have mercy now, we pray. 

O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world away; 

eternal peace with God you made: give us your peace, we pray. 

 

 

Communion Distribution Songs:  

 

 

Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW 592 

1 Just as I am, without one plea, 

but that thy blood was shed for me, 

and that thou bidd'st me come to thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

2 Just as I am, though tossed about 

with many a conflict, many a doubt, 

fightings and fears within, without, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

3 Just as I am, thou wilt receive, 

wilt welcome, pardon, cleanse, relieve; 

because thy promise I believe, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come, 

4 Just as I am; thy love unknown 

has broken ev'ry barrier down; 

now to be thine, yea, thine alone, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come.

Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871 Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868 Public Domain 

 

 

When Peace like a River (It Is Well with My Soul) ELW 785 

1 When peace like a river attendeth my way, 

when sorrows like sea billows roll, 

whatever my lot, thou hast taught me to say, 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

 

 

 



Refrain 

It is well (it is well) 

with my soul, (with my soul,) 

it is well, it is well with my soul. 

2 Though Satan should buffet, though trials should come, 

let this blest assurance control, 

that Christ has regarded my helpless estate, 

and has shed his own blood for my soul. Refrain 

3 He lives--oh, the bliss of this glorious thought; 

my sin, not in part, but the whole, 

is nailed to his cross and I bear it no more. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul! Refrain 

4 Lord, hasten the day when our faith shall be sight, 

the clouds be rolled back as a scroll, 

the trumpet shall sound and the Lord shall descend; 

even so it is well with my soul. Refrain 

Text: Horatio G. Spafford, 1828-1888 Music: Philip P. Bliss, 1838-1876 Public Domain 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. 

Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our 

Lenten pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of 

peace; and our prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior 

and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 



Sending Song: Guide Me Ever, Great Redeemer ELW 618 

1 Guide me ever, great Redeemer, 

pilgrim through this barren land. 

I am weak, but you are mighty; 

hold me with your pow'rful hand. 

Bread of heaven, bread of heaven, 

feed me now and evermore, 

feed me now and evermore. 

2 Open now the crystal fountain 

where the healing waters flow; 

let the fire and cloudy pillar 

lead me all my journey through. 

Strong deliv'rer, strong deliv'rer, 

shield me with your mighty arm, 

shield me with your mighty arm. 

3 When I tread the verge of Jordan, 

bid my anxious fears subside; 

death of death and hell's destruction, 

land me safe on Canaan's side. 

Songs and praises, songs and praises, 

I will raise forevermore, 

I will raise forevermore. 

Text: William Williams, 1717-1791; tr. William Williams and Peter Williams, 1722-1796, alt. 

Music: John Hughes, 1873-1932 Public Domain 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Remember the poor. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: My Faith looks Up to Thee 

Brian Büda 

 

 

  



Announcements 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Jon & Rita Dienst in memory of their parents. 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Today  8:00 AM Worship in-person or online 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

  9:15 AM New Member gathering 

 10:30 AM Worship in-person or online 

Monday, February 27  6:30 PM Praying the Psalms in-person or online 

Wednesday, March 1  6:00 PM Confirmation 

7:15 PM Ash Wednesday Worship in-person/online 

7:45 PM Music & Worship meeting 

Thursday, March 2  1:00 PM Prayer Shawl 

 

New Member Gathering 

Are you a regular at Lord of Life? Do you enjoy worship, the friends you've made 

(or have yet to make!)? Are you transferring from another congregation? Are you 

interested in becoming a member of Lord of Life? Join Pastor Paul in the 

conference room TODAY for donuts and dialog about what it means to formalize 

your relationship with the church.  

 

First Communion Instruction 

Each year, during Lent, we invite parents and children in 5th grade to participate in 

First Communion Instruction. The process is fairly simple. Visit our website to 

watch a video and learn how to bake communion bread, answer questions on the 

questionnaire included on the page, and join Pastor Paul and Maria Troftgruben for 

an in-person session. You can start the process at 

https://www.lordoflife.online/firstcommunion.html then let Pastor Paul know that 

you are ready to meet. 

Youth Cupcake Wars! Sunday, March 5th from 2-3:30pm at church. Cupcakes 

and decorating supplies will be provided. Teams will decorate cupcakes to best 

represent the given theme. Please RSVP to Maria by March 2nd. 



Dear Thrivent Members…Start 2023 on a generous note! 

If you haven’t already done so, you can still direct 2022 Choice Dollars® until end 

of March 2023 to the causes that matter most to you.* In fact, there are more than 

45,000 organizations in our Thrivent Choice® catalog including Lord of Life 

Lutheran Church from which to choose. Don’t miss this opportunity to recommend 

where Thrivent gives back!  If you have any questions do not hesitate to contact 

Dan Decker at 563-556-0469 or deckerdbq@aol.com.  Thanks 

 

Prayer List 

Barb Lindecker  

Amanda & Sean Mairet and family 

Rex & Julie Massey and family 

Jeff Mentzer 

Jerry & Mona Merrick 

Craig & Dione Miller 

Jan Miller 

 

 

 

Servants: 

Sunday, February 26 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  8:00 AM Jon/Rita  Sandy Arp Jim & Bernita 

Gilbertson 

10:30 AM  Diane 

Frambach 

Debbie 

Thomas 

Galen 

Thomas 

 

Sunday, March 5 

  8:00 AM   Susan Hansen Deavers 

10:30 AM     
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