
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

Reformation Sunday 

October 29, 2023 

10:30 am 

  



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

HS 1991 Now the Feast and Celebration 

 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude: My Hope Is Built Arr. Jim Lucas 

 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism ELW p. 97 

In the name of the Father,  

and of the ☩ Son,  

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

Joined to Christ in the waters of baptism,  

we are clothed with God’s mercy and forgiveness.  

Let us give thanks for the gift of baptism. 

We give you thanks, O God,  

for in the beginning your Spirit moved over the waters  

and by your Word you created the world,  

calling forth life in which you took delight. 

Through the waters of the flood you delivered Noah and his family.  

Through the sea you led your people Israel from slavery into freedom.  

At the river your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Holy Spirit.  

By water and your Word you claim us as daughter and sons,  

making us heirs of your promise and servants of all. 

We praise you for the gift of water that sustains life,  

and above all we praise you for the gift of new life in Jesus Christ.  

Shower us with your Spirit,  

and renew our lives with your forgiveness, grace, and love. 

To you be given honor and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen.  



Gathering Hymn: A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504 

 
Text: Martin Luther, 1483-1546; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship    Music: Martin Luther, 1483-1546 

Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. Augsburg Fortress Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

 

Greeting HS p. 2 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 

church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people. Keep them 

steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them 

against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the church your saving peace, 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect 

the people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the 

cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only 

because the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God 

who forgets. 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

  



Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 

Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other 

Reformation leaders. No human beings make themselves right with God through 

works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with God through the 

divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us 

from sin and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 

19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the 

law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held 

accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds 

prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 

 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is 

attested by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in 

Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 

and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, 

through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a 

sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his 

righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins 

previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is 

righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 

 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of 

works? No, but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith 

apart from works prescribed by the law. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Verse HS p. 8 

 



Gospel: John 8:31-36 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He 

reveals the truth that sets people free from sin. 

31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you 

are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 

free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 

slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 

 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a 

slave to sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son 

has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon The Rev. Karla Wildberger 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: Rise Up, O Saints of God! ELW 669 

 

Text: Norman O. Forness, b. 1936    Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893 

Text © Norman O. Forness, admin. Augsburg Fortress    Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 



Affirmation of Baptism: Presentation ELW p. 234 

…Amen. 

Profession of Faith  ELW p. 235 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. 

 

Affirmation ELW p. 236 

You have made public profession of your faith.… 

People of God, do you promise to support these sisters and brothers and pray for 

them in their life in Christ? 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

Let us pray… 

Amen. 

Let us rejoice with these sisters and brothers in Christ. 

We rejoice with you in the life of baptism. 

Together we will give thanks and praise to God 

and proclaim the good news to all the world. 



Prayers of Intercession 

…God of grace, receive our prayer. 

…through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace HS p. 12 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering:  

 Choir:  May Your Roots Go Deep Herb Frombach; David Lantz III 

 

Offering Prayer in Unison HS p. 13 

Let us pray.  

Merciful God, 

Everything in heaven and earth belongs to you. We joyfully release what you 

have entrusted to us. May these gifts be signs of our whole lives returned to 

you, dedicated to the healing and unity of all creation, through Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  HS p. 14 

 



Preface HS p. 14 

 

Holy HS p. 15 

 
 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table  

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

  



Invitation to Communion 

 

 

Lamb of God HS p. 18 

 

 

 

Communion Distribution Music:  

     My Life Flows on in Endless Song Jill Klinebriel, solo 

 

  



Post-Communion Blessing HS p. 19 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the gifts of his body and blood 

strengthen, keep and unite us, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Canticle: Thanks Be To You HS p. 20 

 
 

Post-Communion Prayer HS p. 21 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us through the healing 

power of this gift of life. In your mercy, strengthen us through this gift, in faith 

toward you and in fervent love toward one another; for the sake of Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing HS p. 21 

May God bless and keep us.  

May God’s face shine on us and be gracious.  

May God look on us with favor and ☩ give us peace. 

Amen. 



Sending Song: The Church of Christ, in Every Age  vs. 1,3,5 ELW 729 

 
Text: Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000    Music: William Knapp, 1698-1768 

Text © 1971 Hope Publishing Company Used by permission One License #A-718383 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: Immortal, Invisible Welsh Melody, 1839 

Arr. Jim Lucas 

 

Announcements 

 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 



Sweet Fellowship 

Whether you attend the 8:00 or the 10:30 AM service, you are invited to enjoy some 

sweet fellowship between services. Come early or stay late, grab a cup of coffee and 

a sweet treat, spend some time visiting with friends, meeting some new friends, or 

attending an adult education class. 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Al & Christine Simms to the Glory of God. 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Sunday, October 29  9:00 AM Brunch 

 10:30 AM Worship in-person or online 

Wednesday, November 1  7:00 PM Music & Worship meeting 

Thursday, November 2  1:00 PM Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 

End of Daylight Savings 

Remember to turn back your clocks next weekend (or arrive extra early!) 
 

All Saints Sunday 

In preparation for the All Saints service next Sunday (Nov. 5th), please notify the 

office of any names of people who’ve passed in the last year which you wish to be 

added to the list of saints. 

Also, that day is Cross Generational Sunday School at 9:15am. Troy 

Troftgruben will offer some teaching about prayer practices in scripture and today. 

There will be opportunities to pray and fun activities related to prayer. We will also 

be gifting Prayer Pillows to our young people. Prayer pillows are a special pillow 

with a pocket to hold prayer cards. If you have a child that would like to receive a 

prayer pillow, please email Maria Troftgruben (maria_troftgruben@hotmail.com) by 

October 22nd. If you would like to help make a few prayer pillows, please be in 

touch with Maria as well.   
 

Adopt a College Student  

We will once again be adopting college students this November. The first step is to 

collect information about students pursuing secondary education. If you have a child 

you’d like to include in the program, please email Maria 

(maria_troftgruben@hotmail.com) the following information by November 5th:  

Student's Name School Address 

Favorite snack Favorite candy 

Ideas for small gift cards Field of study/what they are doing right now 

Any other helpful information Return date from school for winter break 

mailto:maria_troftgruben@hotmail.com


Thanksgiving Potluck?? 

There has been conversation among people who have no extended family close to 

home, who will be single or just a couple for Thanksgiving. So, we’re wondering if 

there are others in the same situation who might be interested in getting together for 

a “Friendsgiving” Potluck at church. Perhaps a 1:00 potluck meal (anything goes: 

not just turkey…) and maybe some games afterwards? Please contact Rita in the 

office ASAP so we can make a plan of sorts if you’re interested in celebrating 

together! 

 

Prayer List 

Jan Miller 

Dave & Barb Morreim 

Kirk & Linda Mushrush 

Dan & Amy Norton and family 

Pam Null-Hollenback and family 

Mark & Nancy Oehlert 

Jake & Susan Ohms 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you for your continued support of the ministries of 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church. Scan the code to reach our  

website for further information.  



Worship Servants: 

Sunday, October 29 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

10:30 AM Troftgrubens  Kris E. 

Eipperle 

Steve Heer 

Jerry Merrick 

 

  Sunday, November 5 

  8:00 AM   Jenn Cartee Steve Heer 

10:30 AM   Sam 

Klinebriel 

Galen Thomas 
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