
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

 

3rd Sunday after Epiphany 

January 22, 2023 

 

 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting One 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude: “The Lord’s My Shepherd”                   BROTHER JAMES’ AIR 

Tracey Craig McKibben 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Gathering Song: Thy Strong Word (vs. 1-4)     ELW 511 

1 Thy strong word did cleave the darkness; 

at thy speaking it was done. 

For created light we thank thee, 

while thine ordered seasons run. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise to thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 

2 Lo, on those who dwelt in darkness, 

dark as night and deep as death, 

broke the light of thy salvation, 

breathed thine own life-breathing breath. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise to thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 

3 Thy strong Word bespeaks us righteous; 

bright with thine own holiness, 

glorious now, we press toward glory, 

and our lives our hopes confess. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise to thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 

4 From the cross thy wisdom shining 

breaketh forth in conqu'ring might; 

from the cross forever beameth 

all thy bright redeeming light. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Praise to thee who light dost send! 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Alleluia without end! 

Text: Martin H. Franzmann, 1907-1976   Music: Thomas J. Williams, 1869-1944; arr. Richard W. Hillert, b. 1923 

Text and arr. © 1969 Concordia Publishing House   Used by permission. One License #A-718383 

 

 



Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Kyrie                ELW p. 98 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Canticle of Praise: Now Thank We All Our God      ELW 840 

1 Now thank we all our God 

with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who, from our mothers' arms, 

has blest us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

and keep us all in grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all harm 

in this world and the next. 

3 All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son, and Spirit blest, 

who reign in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, 

whom earth and heav'n adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649;  

tr. Cathrine Winkworth, 1827-1878    

Music: Johan Crüger, 1598-1662    

Public Domain 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Lord God, your lovingkindness always goes before us and follows after us. 

Summon us into your light, and direct our steps in the ways of goodness that come 

through the cross of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 9:1-4 

The northern tribes of Zebulun and Naphtali experienced the gloom of defeat by 

Assyrian military forces, but they are assured that their condition will be reversed 

when God makes a light-filled appearance. The joy they will experience will 

resemble celebrations of great harvests, because God will deliver them from 

everything that diminishes or oppresses them. 

1There will be no gloom for those who were in anguish. In the former 

time [the LORD] brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of 

Naphtali, but in the latter time he will make glorious the way of the sea, the land 

beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived 

in a land of deep darkness— on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the 

nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, 

as people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar 

across their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of 

Midian. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Psalm 27:1, 4-9 (read responsively) 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear? The LORD is the 

stronghold of my life; of whom shall I be afraid? 

4One thing I ask of the LORD; one thing I seek; that I may dwell in the house of 

the LORD all the days of my life; to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and 

to seek God in the temple. 



5For in the day of trouble God will give me shelter, hide me in the hidden places of 

the sanctuary, and raise me high upon a rock. 

6Even now my head is lifted up above my enemies who surround me. Therefore 

I will offer sacrifice in the sanctuary, sacrifices of rejoicing; I will sing and 

make music to the LORD. 

7Hear my voice, O LORD, when I call; have mercy on me and answer me. 

8My heart speaks your message—“Seek my face.” Your face, O LORD, I will 

seek. 

9Hide not your face from me, turn not away from your servant in anger. Cast me not 

away—you have been my helper; forsake me not, O God of my salvation. 

  

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:10-18 

Paul calls on the Corinthians to end their dissensions and share the unified outlook 

of the gospel. Discord arises when we forget that we belong not to human leaders 

or institutions but to Christ. Indeed, the unifying word of the cross of Christ is the 

center of the gospel and the power of God’s salvation. 

10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among you, but that 

you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 11For it has been reported to 

me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels among you, my brothers and sisters. 
12What I mean is that each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” 

or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was 

Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God 

that I baptized none of you except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that 

you were baptized in my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; 

beyond that, I do not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not 

send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so 

that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 

 18For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to 

us who are being saved it is the power of God. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Children’s Time 



Gospel Acclamation             ELW p. 102 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

Gospel: Matthew 4:12-23 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus begins his public ministry shortly after John the Baptist is imprisoned by 

Herod. He proclaims the nearness of God’s reign and calls four fishermen to be his 

first disciples. 

12Now when Jesus heard that John had been arrested, he withdrew to Galilee. 13He 

left Nazareth and made his home in Capernaum by the sea, in the territory of 

Zebulun and Naphtali, 14so that what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah 

might be fulfilled:  15“Land of Zebulun, land of Naphtali, on the road by the sea, 

across the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles—16the people who sat in darkness have 

seen a great light, and for those who sat in the region and shadow of death light has 

dawned.”  17From that time Jesus began to proclaim, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near.” 

 18As he walked by the Sea of Galilee, he saw two brothers, Simon, who is called 

Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 
19And he said to them, “Follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” 
20Immediately they left their nets and followed him. 21As he went from there, he 

saw two other brothers, James son of Zebedee and his brother John, in the boat with 

their father Zebedee, mending their nets, and he called them. 22Immediately they 

left the boat and their father, and followed him. 

 23Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues and proclaiming 

the good news of the kingdom and curing every disease and every sickness among 

the people. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Paul Amlin 

 

 



Hymn of the Day: Will You Come and Follow Me: The Summons ELW 798 

1 "Will you come and follow me if I but call your name? 

Will you go where you don't know and never be the same? 

Will you let my love be shown, 

will you let my name be known, 

will you let my life be grown in you and you in me? 

2 "Will you leave yourself behind if I but call your name? 

Will you care for cruel and kind and never be the same? 

Will you risk the hostile stare, 

should your life attract or scare? 

Will you let me answer pray'r in you and you in me? 

3 "Will you let the blinded see if I but call your name? 

Will you set the pris'ners free and never be the same? 

Will you kiss the leper clean, 

and do such as this unseen, 

and admit to what I mean in you and you in me? 

4 "Will you love the you you hide if I but call your name? 

Will you quell the fear inside and never be the same? 

Will you use the faith you've found 

to reshape the world around, 

through my sight and touch and sound in you and you in me?" 

5 Lord, your summons echoes true when you but call my name. 

Let me turn and follow you and never be the same. 

In your company I'll go 

where your love and footsteps show. 

Thus I'll move and live and grow in you and you in me. 

Text: John L. Bell, b. 1949   Music: Scottish traditional   Text © 1987 Iona Community, admin. GIA Publications, Inc. 

Used by permission One License #A-718383 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

… Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

… power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: “Gentle Prelude”           Bob Burroughs 

 

Offering: Create in Me a Clean Heart       ELW 188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

                 Scan code to give now. 

 



Offering Prayer in Unison 

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 

and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 

one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

Dialogue 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy             ELW p. 108 

 



Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion  

 

Lamb of God             ELW p. 112 

 



Communion Distribution Song: I Come with Joy    ELW 482 

1 I come with joy, a child of God, 

forgiven, loved, and free, 

the life of Jesus to recall 

in love laid down for me, 

in love laid down for me. 

2 I come with Christians far and near 

to find, as all are fed, 

the new community of love 

in Christ's communion bread, 

in Christ's communion bread. 

3 As Christ breaks bread and bids us share, 

each proud division ends. 

The love that made us, makes us one, 

and strangers now are friends, 

and strangers now are friends. 

4 The Spirit of the risen Christ, 

unseen, but ever near, 

is in such friendship better known, 

alive among us here, 

alive among us here. 

5 Together met, together bound 

by all that God has done, 

we'll go with joy, to give the world 

the love that makes us one, 

the love that makes us one. 
 

Text: Brian A. Wren, b. 1936   Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835 

Text © 1971 rev. 1995 Hope Publishing Company Used by permission One License #A-718383 
 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. 

O God, our life, our strength, our food, we give you thanks for sustaining us with 

the body and blood of your Son. By your Holy Spirit, enliven us to be his body in 

the world, that more and more we will give you praise and serve your earth and its 

many peoples, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 



Sending Song: Christ, Be Our Light       ELW  715

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. Refrain 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. Refrain 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone. Refrain 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come. Refrain 

Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications.  

Used by permission. One License #A-718383 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude: “Lead on, O King Eternal”           arr. Cindy Berry 

Tune: LANCASHIRE 



Announcements 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 

 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Sandy Arp. 

 

Annual Meeting 

The annual Congregational meeting will be held next Sunday, January 29 at 

9:15am. 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Today  8:00 AM Worship in-person or online 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

  9:15 AM Adult Faith Formation 

 10:30 AM Worship in-person or online 

  2:00 PM Youth Movie at LOL (6th grade and up) 

Wednesday, January 25 6:00 PM Confirmation 

Thursday, January 26  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

 

Youth Movie Day!  

Today from 2-4pm: 6th graders and older are invited to meet at church for a movie 

and some popcorn. We will watch the movie and have a short discussion 

afterwards. 

 

Prayer List 

Sally Fuller 

Steve Geisert 

Jim & Bernita Gilbertson 

Jessie Gillen and family 

Tara & Kevin Grace 

Phil & Peggy Granovsky 

Grayden Grimm 



Servants: 

Sunday January 22 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  8:00 AM  Al Simms Al Simms   

10:30 AM     

 

Sunday January 29 

  8:00 AM Jon/Rita Susan Hansen Sandy Arp  

10:30 AM     
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