
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

 

2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

January 15, 2023 

8:00 am 

 

 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting One 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude 

 

Confession and Forgiveness 

In the name of the Father, 

and of the ☩ Son, 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

 

God of all mercy and consolation, come to the help of your people, turning us from 

our sin to live for you alone. Give us the power of your Holy Spirit that we may 

confess our sin, receive your forgiveness, and grow into the fullness of Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Gathering Song: Christ, Be Our Light      ELW 715 

1 Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. 

Refrain 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

2 Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. Refrain 

3 Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. Refrain 

4 Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone. Refrain 

5 Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

signs of your kingdom come. Refrain 

Text and Music: Bernadette Farrell, b. 1957 © 1993 Bernadette Farrell, admin. OCP Publications.  

Used by permission. One License #A-718383 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 



Kyrie               ELW p. 98 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, and for all who offer here their worship and praise, 

let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

Canticle of Praise: Now Thank We All Our God      ELW 840 

1 Now thank we all our God 

with hearts and hands and voices, 

who wondrous things has done, 

in whom this world rejoices; 

who, from our mothers' arms, 

has blest us on our way 

with countless gifts of love, 

and still is ours today. 

2 Oh, may this bounteous God 

through all our life be near us, 

with ever joyful hearts 

and blessed peace to cheer us, 

and keep us all in grace, 

and guide us when perplexed, 

and free us from all harm 

in this world and the next. 

3 All praise and thanks to God 

the Father now be given, 

the Son, and Spirit blest, 

who reign in highest heaven, 

the one eternal God, 

whom earth and heav'n adore; 

for thus it was, is now, 

and shall be evermore. 

Text: Martin Rinkhart, 1586-1649; tr. Cathrine Winkworth, 1827-1878   Music: Johan Crüger, 1598-1662    Public Domain 

 

 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, our strength and our redeemer, by your Spirit hold us forever, that 

through your grace we may worship you and faithfully serve you, follow you and 

joyfully find you, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 49:1-7 

Here the servant, identified as Israel, speaks for herself and describes her honored 

mission. Called before her birth like Jeremiah and John the Baptist, the servant is 

not only to restore Israel. The servant’s ultimate assignment is to bring news of 

God’s victory to the ends of the earth. God in faithfulness has chosen Israel for this 

task. 

 1Listen to me, O coastlands, pay attention, you peoples from far away! The LORD 

called me before I was born, while I was in my mother’s womb he named me. 2He 

made my mouth like a sharp sword, in the shadow of his hand he hid me; he made 

me a polished arrow, in his quiver he hid me away. 3And he said to me, “You are 

my servant, Israel, in whom I will be glorified.” 4But I said, “I have labored in vain, 

I have spent my strength for nothing and vanity; yet surely my cause is with the 

LORD, and my reward with my God.” 

 5And now the LORD says, who formed me in the womb to be his servant, to bring 

Jacob back to him, and that Israel might be gathered to him, for I am honored in the 

sight of the LORD, and my God has become my strength—6he says, “It is too light a 

thing that you should be my servant to raise up the tribes of Jacob and to restore the 

survivors of Israel; I will give you as a light to the nations, that my salvation may 

reach to the end of the earth.” 

 7Thus says the LORD, the Redeemer of Israel and his Holy One, to one deeply 

despised, abhorred by the nations, the slave of rulers, “Kings shall see and stand up, 

princes, and they shall prostrate themselves, because of the LORD, who is faithful, 

the Holy One of Israel, who has chosen you.” 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 



Psalm 40:1-11 (read responsively) 

1I waited patiently upon the LORD, who stooped to me and heard my cry. 

2The LORD lifted me out of the desolate pit, out of the miry clay, and set my 

feet upon a high cliff, making my footing sure. 

3The LORD put a new song in my mouth, a song of praise to our God; many shall 

see, and stand in awe, and put their trust in the LORD. 

4Happy are they who trust in the LORD! They do not turn to enemies or to 

those who follow lies. 

5Great are the wonders you have done, O LORD my God! In your plans for us, none 

can be compared with you! Oh, that I could make them known and tell them! 

But they are more than I can count. 

6Sacrifice and offering you do not desire; you have opened my ears: burnt-

offering and sin-offering you have not required. 

7And so I said, “Here I am; I come. In the scroll of the book it is written of me: 

8‘I love to do your will, O my God; your law is deep within me.’ ” 

9I proclaimed righteousness in the great assembly; I have not restrained my lips, O 

LORD, you know. 

10I have not hidden your righteousness in my heart; I have spoken of your 

faithfulness and your deliverance; I have not concealed your steadfast love 

and truth from the great assembly. 

11You are the LORD; do not withhold your compassion from me; may your steadfast 

love and your truth continually keep me safe. 

 

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 1:1-9 

Though God’s church in Corinth is a fractious congregation beset with many 

conflicts, Paul opens this letter by spotlighting the multiple ways God has enriched 

and sustained its life as part of the divine call into the fellowship of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 

1Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother 

Sosthenes,  2To the church of God that is in Corinth, to those who are sanctified in 

Christ Jesus, called to be saints, together with all those who in every place call on 

the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, both their Lord and ours:  3Grace to you and 

peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 



    4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has 

been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in 

speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been 

strengthened among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you 

wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the 

end, so that you may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is 

faithful; by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

 

Gospel: John 1:29-42 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

John the Baptist’s witness to Jesus initiates a chain of testimony as his disciples 

begin to share with others what they have found. 

29[John the Baptist] saw Jesus coming toward him and declared, “Here is the Lamb 

of God who takes away the sin of the world! 30This is he of whom I said, ‘After me 

comes a man who ranks ahead of me because he was before me.’ 31I myself did not 

know him; but I came baptizing with water for this reason, that he might be 

revealed to Israel.” 32And John testified, “I saw the Spirit descending from heaven 

like a dove, and it remained on him. 33I myself did not know him, but the one who 

sent me to baptize with water said to me, ‘He on whom you see the Spirit descend 

and remain is the one who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.’ 34And I myself have seen 

and have testified that this is the Son of God.” 

 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as he 

watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 37The two 

disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When Jesus turned and saw 

them following, he said to them, “What are you looking for?” They said to him, 



“Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are you staying?” 39He said to 

them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where he was staying, and they 

remained with him that day. It was about four o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the 

two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s 

brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to him, “We have found the 

Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked 

at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which 

is translated Peter). 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon              The Rev. Brian Spahr 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: Lamb of God: Your Only Son     ELW 336 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

but you have sent him from your side 

to walk upon this guilty sod 

and to become the Lamb of God. 

Refrain 

Oh Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God. 

Oh, wash me in your precious blood, 

my Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 

2 Your gift of love we crucified. 

We laughed and scorned him as he died. 

The humble king they named a fraud 

and sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 

3 I was so lost, I should have died, 

but you have brought me to your side 

to be led by your staff and rod 

and to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 

CCLI Song # 16787 Twila Paris © 1985 Jubilee Communications Inc. (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing); 

Mountain Spring Music (Admin. by Capitol CMG Publishing) 

For use solely with the SongSelect®   All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 2975522 

 



Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

… Merciful God, receive our prayer. 

… power revealed in Christ crucified. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: “Behold”             Brian Spahr 

verses sung by Brian, congregation join on Chorus: 

 

Behold, behold 

Behold what love can do 

Behold, behold 

God’s making all things new 

 

Songwriter: Natalie Taylor Leonhardt 

Behold Lyrics © Black Mtn Music, Running Club Anthems        



Offering: Create in Me a Clean Heart       ELW 188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

                 Scan code to give now. 

 

Offering Prayer in Unison 

Let us pray together. 

Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. Through your goodness you have 

blessed us with these gifts: our selves, our time, and our possessions. Use us, 

and what we have gathered, in feeding the world with your love, through the 

one who gave himself for us, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

 

Dialogue               ELW p. 107 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Preface 

 

 

 

 



Holy, Holy, Holy             ELW p. 108 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion  

 

 



Lamb of God          ELW p. 112 

 

Communion Distribution Song: He Comes to Us as One Unknown  ELW 737 

1 He comes to us as one unknown, 

a breath unseen, unheard; 

as though within a heart of stone, 

or shriveled seed in darkness sown, 

a pulse of being stirred, 

a pulse of being stirred. 

2 He comes when souls in silence lie 

and thoughts of day depart; 

half-seen upon the inward eye, 

a falling star across the sky 

of night within the heart, 

of night within the heart. 

3 He comes to us in sound of seas, 

the ocean's fume and foam; 

yet small and still upon the breeze, 

a wind that stirs the tops of trees, 

a voice to call us home, 

a voice to call us home. 

4 He comes in love as once he came 

by flesh and blood and birth; 

to bear within our mortal frame 

a life, a death, a saving name, 

for ev'ry child of earth, 

for ev'ry child of earth. 

5 He comes in truth when faith is grown; 

believed, obeyed, adored; 

the Christ in all the scriptures shown, 

as yet unseen, but not unknown, 

our Savior and our Lord, 

our Savior and our Lord. 

Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, b. 1926 

Music: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848-1918 

Text © 1984 Hope Publishing 

Company All rights reserved. Used by 

Permission One License #A-718383 

 



Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 

with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of 

your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 

forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song: Arise, Your Light Has Come!     ELW 314 

1 Arise, your light has come! 

The Spirit's call obey; 

show forth the glory of your God 

which shines on you today. 

2 Arise, your light has come! 

Fling wide the prison door; 

proclaim the captive's liberty, 

good tidings to the poor. 

3 Arise, your light has come! 

All you in sorrow born, 

bind up the brokenhearted ones 

and comfort those who mourn. 

4 Arise, your light has come! 

The mountains burst in song! 

Rise up like eagles on the wing, 

God's pow'r will make us strong. 

Text: Ruth Duck, b. 1947 Music: William H. Walter, 1825-1893 

Text © 1992 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission. One License #A-718383 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude 



Announcements 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 

 

 

Altar Flowers  

Today’s flowers are provided by Jan & Dale Helwig-Schrobilgen in memory of 

Jan’s brother Gerald. 

 

 

2nd Budget Informational Meeting 

The second informational meeting regarding the budget is today at 9:15 am in the 

conference room. This is in preparation for the Annual Meeting to be held Sunday, 

January 29 at 9:15am. Print copies of the annual report will be available in the 

gathering space. 

 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Today  8:00 AM Worship in-person or online 

  9:15 AM Sunday School 

  9:15 AM Budget Informational Meeting 

 10:30 AM NOW Worship in-person or online 

Wednesday, January 18 6:00 PM Confirmation 

 

 

Youth Movie Day!  

Next Sunday, January 22nd 2-4pm: 6th graders and older are invited to meet at 

church for a movie and some popcorn. We will watch the movie and have a short 

discussion afterwards. 

 

Out of Office… 

Rita will be out of office the week of January16-19 to visit family in PA. Office 

hours will be sporadic – if you need access, please contact Pastor Paul. 



Prayer List 

Amy & Dennis Felderman and family 

Doris Felderman 

Tim & Heather Felderman and family 

Phyllis Fishnick 

Nate & Diane Frambach 

Lois Freiburger 

Pat Friedman 

 

Servants: 

Sunday January 15 

 Tech Assisting Min. Reader Ushers 

  8:00 AM  Susan Hansen Al Simms   

10:30 AM     

 

Sunday January 22 

  8:00 AM  Al Simms Al Simms  

10:30 AM     
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