
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

 

Christmas Day 

December 25, 2022 

10:00 am 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Two 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude: “I Heard the Bells on Christmas Day”               Arr. Carol Tornquist 

 

 

A Song of Praise for Christ’s Birth 

In a little town, known for nothing much, God’s holy child was born. 

Welcome the Light! 

By the faint light of the moon, Mary and Joseph found their way. 

Welcome the Light! 

Shown by a courtyard fire, the open stable door. 

Welcome the Light! 

Warm breath of resting beasts, kindly sparkle in their eyes. 

Welcome the Light! 

In the shadowy stable stall, Joseph kindled a lamp. 

Welcome the Light! 

There Mary gave birth to Jesus, called God-With-Us. 

Welcome the Light! 

Angels opened the doors of heaven, sang, “Glory to God in the heights!” 

Welcome the Light! 

Shepherds saw the sky ablaze, left their sheep and came to see. 

Welcome the Light! 

In the darkest winter night, God set a brilliant star. 

Welcome the Light! 

Magi from the East divined God’s shining sign. 

Welcome the Light! 

And on this Christmas morning with joy, we greet the Child. 

Welcome the Light! 

— written by Jennifer Phillips, the Vicar of St. Augustine’s Episcopal Church in Kingston, Rhode Island. 

 



Gathering Song: Go Tell It on the Mountain      ELW 290 

Refrain 

Go tell it on the mountain, 

over the hills and ev'rywhere; 

go tell it on the mountain 

that Jesus Christ is born! 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 

o'er silent flocks by night, 

behold, throughout the heavens 

there shone a holy light. Refrain 

 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 

when, lo, above the earth 

rang out the angel chorus 

that hailed our Savior's birth. Refrain 

3 Down in a lonely manger 

the humble Christ was born; 

and God sent us salvation 

that blessed Christmas morn. Refrain 

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt. 

Music: African American spiritual    Public Domain 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise: Good Christian Friends, Rejoice    ELW 288 

1 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

give ye heed to what we say: 

Jesus Christ is born today; 

ox and ass before him bow, 

and he is in the manger now. 

Christ is born today! 

Christ is born today! 

2 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye hear of endless bliss: 

Jesus Christ was born for this! 

He has opened heaven's door, 

and we are blest forevermore. 

Christ was born for this! 

Christ was born for this! 

3 Good Christian friends, rejoice 

with heart and soul and voice; 

now ye need not fear the grave; 

Jesus Christ was born to save! 

Calls you one and calls you all 

to gain the everlasting hall. 

Christ was born to save! 

Christ was born to save! 

Text: Medieval Latin carol; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-1866 

Music: German carol, 14th cent.; arr. Robert L. Pearsall, 1795-1856    Public Domain. 

 



Prayer of the Day 

Almighty God, you gave us your only Son to take on our human nature and to 

illumine the world with your light. By your grace adopt us as your children and 

enlighten us with your Spirit, through Jesus Christ, our Redeemer and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10 

 7How beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of the messenger who announces 

peace, who brings good news, who announces salvation, who says to Zion, “Your 

God reigns.” 8Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices, together they sing for joy; 

for in plain sight they see the return of the LORD to Zion. 9Break forth together into 

singing, you ruins of Jerusalem; for the LORD has comforted his people, he has 

redeemed Jerusalem. 10The LORD has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the 

nations; and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

PSALM: Psalm 98 
1Sing a new song to the LORD, who has done marvelous things, whose right hand 

and holy arm have won the victory. 

2O LORD, you have made known your victory, you have revealed your 

righteousness in the sight of the nations. 

3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; all the 

ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 

4Shout with joy to the LORD, all you lands; lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing. 

5Sing to the LORD with the harp, with the harp and the voice of song. 

6With trumpets and the sound of the horn shout with joy before the king, the 

LORD.  

7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, the world and those who dwell therein. 

8Let the rivers clap their hands, and let the hills ring out with joy before 

the LORD, who comes to judge the earth. 

9The LORD will judge the world with righteousness and the peoples with equity.  



Second Reading: Hebrews 1:1-4 [5-12] 

This letter opens with a lofty declaration of Jesus’ preeminent status as the Son 

through whom God created the world and through whom our sins are cleansed. 

God speaks to us now through the Son, who is exalted even above the angels. 

1Long ago God spoke to our ancestors in many and various ways by the 

prophets, 2but in these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed 

heir of all things, through whom he also created the worlds. 3He is the reflection of 

God’s glory and the exact imprint of God’s very being, and he sustains all things by 

his powerful word. When he had made purification for sins, he sat down at the right 

hand of the Majesty on high, 4having become as much superior to angels as the 

name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation:               p. 124 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Gospel: John 1:1-14 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 

God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, 

and without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him 

was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness did not overcome it. 

 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness 

to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the 

light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which enlightens everyone, 

was coming into the world. 

 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world 

did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people did not 

accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power 

to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 

or of the will of man, but of God. 



 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 

The gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon          The Rev. Paul Amlin 

 

Hymn of the Day: It Came Upon the Midnight Clear     ELW 282 

1 It came upon the midnight clear, 

that glorious song of old, 

from angels bending near the earth 

to touch their harps of gold: 

"Peace on the earth, good will to all, 

from heav'n's all-gracious king." 

The world in solemn stillness lay 

to hear the angels sing. 

2 Still through the cloven skies they come 

with peaceful wings unfurled, 

and still their heav'nly music floats 

o'er all the weary world. 

Above its sad and lowly plains 

they bend on hov'ring wing, 

and ever o'er its babel sounds 

the blessed angels sing. 

3 And you, beneath life's crushing load, 

whose forms are bending low, 

who toil along the climbing way 

with painful steps and slow: 

look now, for glad and golden hours 

come swiftly on the wing; 

oh, rest beside the weary road 

and hear the angels sing! 

4 For lo! The days are hast'ning on, 

by prophets seen of old, 

when with the ever-circling years 

shall come the time foretold, 

when peace shall over all the earth 

its ancient splendors fling, 

and all the world give back the song 

which now the angels sing. 

Text: Edmund H. Sears, 1810-1876 

Music: Richard S. Willis, 1819-1900   Public Domain 

 

Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,  

the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light,  

true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  



of one Being with the Father;  

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation  

he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;  

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the scriptures;  

he ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*  

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead,  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

…God of grace, hear our prayer. 

…to the mercy of God. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offertory Music: “O Little Town of Bethlehem”   arr. Carol Tornquist 

 



Offering: Create in Me a Clean Heart       ELW 188 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from your presence, 

and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of your salvation, 

and uphold me with your free Spirit. 

                Scan code to give now. 

Offering Prayer in Unison 

Let us pray together.              

Good and loving God, we rejoice in the birth of Jesus, who came among the 

poor to bring the riches of your grace. As you have blessed us with your gifts, 

let them be blessing for others. With the trees of the field, with all earth and 

heaven, we shout for joy at the coming of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving 

 

Dialogue             ELW p. 129 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy         ELW p. 130 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of power and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest. 

 



Thanksgiving at the Table        ELW p. 130 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion  

 

Lamb of God           ELW p. 135 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world; grant us peace. 

 

Communion Distribution Song: The First Noel     ELW 300 

1 The first Noel the angel did say 

was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay; 

in fields where they lay, keeping their sheep, 

on a cold winter's night that was so deep. 

Refrain Noel, Noel, Noel, Noel! 

Born is the King of Israel. 

2 They looked up and saw a star 

shining in the east beyond them far; 

and to the earth it gave great light, 

and so it continued both day and night. Refrain 

3 And by the light of that same star 

three wise men came from country far; 

to seek for a king was their intent, 

and to follow the star wherever it went. Refrain 

4 This star drew near to the northwest, 

o'er Bethlehem it took its rest; 

and there it did both stop and stay 

right over the place where Jesus lay. Refrain 



5 Then entered in those wise men three, 

full rev'rently upon their knee, 

and offered there in his presence 

their gold, and myrrh, and frankincense. Refrain 

Text: English traditional Music: English traditional; arr. John Stainer, 1840-1901 Public Domain 

 

Prayer after Communion 

Let us pray. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have 

feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy 

people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 
 

Announcements 
 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

Sending Song: Joy to the World        ELW 267 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

Let earth receive her king; 

let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n and nature sing, 

and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

Let all their songs employ, 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 

    plains 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat the sounding joy, 

repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3 No more let sin and sorrow grow 

nor thorns infest the ground; 

he comes to make his blessings flow 

far as the curse is found, 

far as the curse is found, 

far as, far as the curse is found. 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

and makes the nations prove 

the glories of his righteousness 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders of his love, 

and wonders, wonders of his love. 

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Music: English melody, 

18th cent.; arr. Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 Public Domain 



Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Postlude: “Joy to the World”      arr. Carol Tornquist 
 

Announcements 

Worship Online 

Zoom: 

https://bit.ly/2PvSCQJ 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: Luther  

Phone in at: 

(312) 626-6799 

Meeting ID: 563 582 7371 

Passcode: 456037 
 

Noisy offering Update… 

The youth collected $100 in coins plus some more ‘quiet’ donations on Sunday the 

18th, for a total of $260. Those funds are designated to be used for the Little Free 

Food Pantry. Thank you for your generosity! Merry Christmas! 

Thank you! The staff would like to thank our amazing Lord of Life members and 

friends for your kindness expressed for Christmas. Your greetings cards, treats, and 

gifts mean a lot to us as we work hard on your behalf. 

Thank you! Thanks to all of our wonderful volunteers for your help with the 

funeral for Al Stuart this week. The family appreciates all of your efforts and so do 

we! 

Office Hours - The church office will be closed on Monday and Tuesday of 

Christmas week. We will be closed on January 2nd in observance of New Year's. 

Pastoral care emergencies should be directed to Pastor Paul's extension on our 

phone system. 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Tomorrow 10:00 AM Christmas Worship in-person or online 

Sunday, January 1 10:00 AM Lessons & Carols in-person or online 

Servants: 

Sunday December 25 

  10:00 AM Jon D.   Gilbertsons 
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