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GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude

Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.

Confession and Forgiveness

Friends, if you are seeking grace, this moment is for you.

If you are seeking growth, this moment is for you.

If you are seeking honesty, this moment is for you.

In the prayer of confession, we admit to ourselves and to God that we do not have it
all figured out.

And in that vulnerability, we are surrounded by God’s grace. So let us pray together:

Holy God,

Too often we treat your Word like a radio station—something we can tune in
and out of when it’s convenient. Our minds are full of ads, emails, news
updates, and notifications. In the midst of this clutter, we tend to gravitate
toward the voices that think like us—easily ignoring the voices being silenced,
easily ignoring your voice. Forgive us for failing to listen. Forgive us for getting
caught in distractions. Forgive us for forgetting what your voice sounds like.
Drain the distractions from our minds and help us turn once again toward you.
With earnest hearts we pray, amen.

Call to Worship Reflection

With our Lenten theme: “seeking: honest questions for deeper faith” — in the stories
we will hear during this season, each person is seeking a new beginning, a different
life, a deeper faith. What unfolds are questions and exploration. Let us take a few
moments to reflect on our question for this week: How do we begin? What are the
questions we ask in the dark? When have you had to start over? How do we follow
God’s calling?

(Our time of reflection ends with Jill singing, Seeking Heart.)



Gathering Hymn: Jesus Keep Me Near the Cross ELW 335

1 Jesus, keep me near the cross,
there's a precious fountain;
free to all, a healing stream
flows from Calv'ry's mountain.

Refrain
In the cross, in the cross
be my glory ever;
till my ransomed soul shall find
rest beyond the river.

2 Near the cross, a trembling soul,
love and mercy found me;
there the bright and morning star
sheds its beams around me. Refrain

3 Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
bring its scenes before me;
help me walk from day to day
with its shadow o'er me. Refrain

4 Near the cross I'll watch and wait,
hoping, trusting ever,
till I reach the golden strand
just beyond the river. Refrain

Prayer of the Day
...one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.
Today’s readings come from the Bible version “The Message”

First Reading: Genesis 12:1-4a

'The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your
father’s house to the land that I will show you. “I will make of you a great nation,
and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. °I will
bless those who bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse, and in you all



the families of the earth shall be blessed.” **So Abram went, as the LORD had told
him, and Lot went with him.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation:
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Gospel: John 3: 1-17

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

"Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews.”He came to
Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has
come from God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God 1s with that
person.” *Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of
God without being born from above.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be
born after having grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb
and be born?” “Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom
of God without being born of water and Spirit. “What is born of the flesh is flesh,
and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 'Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You
must be born from above.” *The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the
sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.” “Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things
be?” '“Jesus answered him, “Are you the teacher of Israel, and yet you do not
understand these things? '! “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and
testify to what we have seen, yet you do not receive our testimony. '“If I have told
you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you
about heavenly things? '“No one has ascended into heaven except the one who
descended from heaven, the Son of Man. '*And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in



the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, "that whoever believes in him
may have eternal life. '° “For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so
that everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.
7“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world but in
order that the world might be saved through him.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Matthew Walsh

Hymn of the Day: God Loved the World ELW 323

1 God loved the world so that he gave
his only Son the lost to save,
that all who would in him believe
should everlasting life receive.

2 Christ Jesus is the ground of faith,
who was made flesh and suffered death;
all who confide in Christ alone
are built on this chief cornerstone.

3 Ifyou are ill, if death draws near,
this truth your troubled heart can cheer:
Christ Jesus rescues us from death;
that is the firmest ground of faith.

4 Be of good cheer, for God's own Son
forgives all sins that you have done,
and justified by Jesus' blood,
your baptism grants the highest good.

5 All glory to the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit, Three in One!
To you, O blessed Trinity,
be praise now and eternally!



Affirmation of Faith

We believe in a God who walks headfirst into the world’s suffering,
who lights a candle in the darkest night,
who pulls back the curtain so we can see the stars.
We believe in a God who does not shy away from the truth,
who is bold in seeking justice, and humble in taking power.
We believe in a God who sees our hurt and wraps love around it,
cocooning us in hope, tethering us to one another.
We believe in a God who 1s always carrying us
from the pain of the world into the hope of a new day.
That is where God is headed. That is where we follow.
May it be so. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession
...Hear us O God. Your mercy is great.
...our strength and salvation. Amen.

Sharing of the Peace
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering Music: Create in Me a Clean Heart

ELW p. 188
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Offering
Thank you for your gifts and offerings. Whether you give electronically, or by cash or check in
an envelope, we greatly appreciate your continued support of God’s ministries.

Offering Prayer
Let us pray.

...Amen.

Invitation to the Table: The Things We Seek

Prayer of Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Words of Institution

Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 153
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
Your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread

Lamb of God ELW p. 154



Communion Hymn: Only by Grace

Only by grace can we enter,
only by grace can we stand;

not by our human endeavor,

but by the blood of the Lamb.
Into your presence you call us,
you call us to come.

Into your presence you draw us,
and now by your grace we come,
now by your grace we come.

Lord, if you mark our transgressions,
who would stand?

Thanks to your grace we are cleansed
by the blood of the Lamb.

Lord, if you mark our transgressions,
who would stand?

Thanks to your grace we are cleansed

by the blood of the Lamb.

Only by grace can we enter,
only by grace can we stand;

not by our human endeavor,

but by the blood of the Lamb.
Into your presence you call us,
you call us to come.

Into your presence you draw us,
and now by your grace we come,
now by your grace we come.

Post Communion Blessing



Prayer after Communion
Let us pray.

God of manna and mustard seeds, we came to this Table hungry and we leave
feeling full—full of hope, full of promise, full of what could be. For we not only
found glimpses of you at this Table, but we caught a glimpse of the way things could
be: in a meal where all are welcomed and all are fed. Is there anything holier than
that? So thank you for nourishing our curiosity alongside our spirit and our
conviction. May we always seek you the way you seek after us. With grateful hearts
we pray, amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Announcements

Blessing

... 20 NOW 1n peace. Amen.

Sending Song: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross ELW 803

1 When I survey the wondrous cross
on which the prince of glory died,
my richest gain I count but loss
and pour contempt on all my pride.

2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
save in the death of Christ, my God;
all the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to his blood.

3 See, from his head, his hands, his feet,
sorrow and love flow mingled down.
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet,
or thorns compose so rich a crown?

4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
that were a present far too small;
love so amazing, so divine,
demands my soul, my life, my all.



Dismissal

Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Announcements
This Week at Lord of Life
Sunday, March 1 9:00AM  Fellowship

9:15AM Adult Bible Study

10:30 AM  Worship in-person or online
Wednesday, March 4 6:00 PM  Lenten Service

6:30PM Confirmation
Thursday, March 5 1:00PM Prayer Shawl Ministry

Thank you
Thank you to Matthew Walsh for sharing the gospel message with us this morning
and for Rev. Dr. Troy Troftgruben for presiding at the table.

Midweek Lenten Services

Midweek Lenten Services will be held at 6:00pm Wednesday, March 4" with the
theme of “Prayers Around the Cross, Healing the Nations™. The service will be
livestreamed.

Almost Home

During the month of March, Almost Home has been selected as the recipient of
donations through Kwik Stop’s Kwik Care program. All the change placed in the
designated canisters at Kwik Stop and Dairy Queen locations in Dubuque will go
directly to support the families we serve. We thank you for your partnership and
support of our mission of providing hope, housing, and support to families in need.



To Be a Blessing

by Hannah Garrity Inspired by Genesis 12:1-4a

Paper lace and pencil over oil paint on paper

“I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a

blessing.” —Genesis 12:2 (NRSV)

As 1 began to study this text, the motion we are in as a human species came to mind.
God calls Abram. She tasks him with relocating; she’s not really explicit as to why.
Contemporary theologian Norman Wirzba speaks of our current ability to rely on
global positioning systems, or GPS, to travel without needing to know where we
are.* What do people carry when they are forced to begin again? Medicine and
technology, that’s what people are carrying across borders right now as they sustain
and navigate life through the journey ahead. How did Abram begin again? He was
wealthy. He was called, not forced. He traveled with his entourage. In this image,
the globe subtly depicts the route that Abram and his wives, his children, his
servants, and his animals took. The lines of countries are suggested as they ripple
outward. Tools for navigation used to read the stars and the shadows are echoed
below the globe. Stars in the corners represent the twelve tribes of Israel.

How do we begin again? Through the paper lace, the book of Genesis overlays a
canvas. The text is hard to read, clouded by oil paint. How do we begin again?
Listen through the haze, through the clouded reality, for God’s call. God is calling as
we begin again. “In you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” —Genesis
12:3 (NRSV)

Dear God, it doesn’t feel like much of a blessing these days. We carry on in this
journey, beginning yet again. We are called, like Abram—to navigate, to persevere,

to be a blessing.
—Hannah Garrity
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