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Evangelical Lutheran Worship Setting 4

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude: It Came Upon a Midnight Clear Kevin G. Pace

Procession of the Star/Call to Worship

Gathering Song: The First Noel ELW 300

Prayer of the Day

...one God, now and forever. Amen.

WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Isaiah 60:1-6

! Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the LORD has risen upon
you. * For darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the
LORD will arise upon you, and his glory will appear over you. ° Nations shall come
to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawn.

*Lift up your eyes and look around; they all gather together, they come to you;
your sons shall come from far away, and your daughters shall be carried on their
nurses’ arms. ° Then you shall see and be radiant; your heart shall thrill and rejoice,
because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, the wealth of the nations
shall come to you. ® A multitude of camels shall cover you, the young camels of
Midian and Ephah; all those from Sheba shall come. They shall bring gold and
frankincense, and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.



Second Reading: Ephesians 3: 1-12

'This is the reason that I, Paul, am a prisoner for Christ Jesus for the sake of you
gentiles, “for surely you have already heard of the commission of God’s grace that
was given me for you ‘and how the mystery was made known to me by revelation,
as I wrote above in a few words, “a reading of which will enable you to perceive my
understanding of the mystery of Christ. °In former generations this mystery was not
made known to humankind, as it has now been revealed to his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit: °that is, the gentiles have become fellow heirs, members of
the same body, and sharers in the promise in Christ Jesus through the gospel. 'Of
this gospel I have become a servant according to the gift of God’s grace that was
given me by the working of his power. *Although I am the very least of all the saints,
this grace was given to me to bring to the gentiles the news of the boundless riches
of Christ “and to make everyone see what is the plan of the mystery hidden for ages
in God, who created all things, '’so that through the church the wisdom of God in its
rich variety might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly
places. !'This was in accordance with the eternal purpose that he has carried out in
Christ Jesus our Lord, '“in whom we have access in boldness and confidence

through faith in him.
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation: Bright and Glorious Is the Sky ELW 301

And this star, as bright as day,
that will never lead astray

with its message so appealing,

1s the word of God, revealing
Christ, the way, the truth, the life,
Christ, the way, the truth, the life.

Gospel: Matthew 2:1-12

The holy gospel according to Matthew.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men
from the East came to Jerusalem, “asking, “Where is the child who has been born
king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him
homage.” *When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with
him; “and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired



of them where the Messiah was to be born. “They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea;
for so it has been written by the prophet: °‘And you, Bethlehem, in the land of
Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a
ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”” "Then Herod secretly called for the
wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had appeared. *Then
he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; and
when you have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him
homage.” “When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them,
went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child was. '"When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with
joy. ''On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they
knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure chests, they offered
him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. '?’And having been warned in a dream
not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

Sermon Pastor Karla Wildberger
Hymn of the Day: Of the Father’s Love Begotten ELW 295
Apostles’ Creed

Together we profess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of Intercession

P...Glorious God.
All: Shine in our Hearts.

Sharing of the Peace ELW p. 152

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
MEAL

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering: Bright and Glorious Is the Sky (vs. 1 &5) ELW 301

Thank you for your gifts and offerings. Whether you give electronically, or by cash or check in
an envelope, we greatly appreciate your continued support of God’s ministries.

Offering Prayer

God of glory, great are your wonders among us and many are the blessings you
bestow. Use us and these your gifts for the needs of the world, that all the ends of
the earth may rejoice in your saving grace, through Christ our Savior.

Amen.

Great Thanksgiving
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and

praise.
Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 153



Invitation to the Table

Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 154
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom,
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen.

Lamb of God ELW p. 154

Communion Hymn: When a Star is Shining Jill Klinebriel

Prayer after Communion

...through Christ born in us. Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.
Announcements
Blessing
The triune God,
glorious Mystery,

holy Incarnate One,
abiding Comforter,

+ bless you with endless grace, peace, and joy.
Amen.

Sending Song: I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light ELW 815



Dismissal

Glory to God in the highest!

And peace to God’s people on earth!

Go 1n joy. Embody God’s redeeming grace.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Carol of the Bells Matt Hyzer
Announcements

This Week at Lord of Life

Sunday, Jan. 4 10:30 AM  Worship in-person or online

Wednesday, Jan. 7 5:45 PM  Worship & Music meeting

Thursday, Jan.8 1:00PM  Prayer Shawl Ministry

Saturday, Jan. 10 8:30 AM Men’s Breakfast

Schedule for January & February
9:00AM Fellowship begins

9:15AM Faith Formation

10:30AM Worship in person or online

ANNUAL MEETING

It is that time of year! We will be gathering at 9:15AM January 18™ to have our
“Budget” review and discussion and then gather on Sunday the 25" at 9:15AM for
the Annual Meeting.

Worship Servant Schedule

Due to technological difficulties, we are asking you to sign up to be a worship
servant on Sunday mornings, using the paper sign-up sheet in the gathering space, or
you can call/email the office to let Kayleen know. Also don’t forget to sign up to
bring treats on Sunday mornings in the gathering space. Your assistance is always
appreciated!



Lord of Life Lutheran Church LU,
2899 Hales Mill Road 4D
Dubuque, IA 52002 :

(563) 582-7371
lordoflife.online
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Lord of Life Lutheran Guest Wireless
Password: Lutheran

Interim Pastor Administrative Assistant
Rev. Karla Wildberger Kayleen Backhaus
pastor@lordoflifedbq.org office@lordoflifedbq.org
Musician NOW Worship Leader
Jill Klinebriel Bri Ensign
jill@lordoflifedbq.org bri.ensign@gmail.com
Choir Director Administrative Office Hours
Susan Hansen Monday - Thursday

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Worship Online

YouTube Channel: Lord of Life Lutheran Church; website: lordoflife.online
or Facebook: Lord of Life Lutheran Dubuque

This Week’s Worship Servants
Reader: 10:30 Debbie Thomas
Usher: 10:30 Susan Hansen
Tech/PPT: 10:30
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