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Opening prayer
Let us pray together ...

God of light and truth, grant us peace as we gather tonight. May we draw
closer to you as we recall again the service and suffering of Christ, in whose
name we meet and pray. Amen

Opening Hymn: Great God, Your Love Has Called Us vs. 1 ELW 358

Prayer

God of grace and truth, as we move from the brightness of the day’s light to the
enfolding darkness of the night-time, help us to know your light in our hearts, that in
our need for forgiveness and strength your gracious word may be known.

And then help us to go from this place renewed in spirit. In the name of Christ
we pray. Amen

Prayer of confession and assurance

Lord Christ, forgive us for our lack of attention to you, our absence of word and
action in following you, and our denial of your place within our lives ...

Silence for personal confession

Help us to know your Spirit with us, your gracious forgiveness, and your strength in
our hearts,

That we may more closely follow you. Amen

Hymn: Great God... vs.?2 ELW 358
Introduction to the Gospel reading (John 13) and candle-lighting
Action 1 — washing, John 13:1-5

Let us pray:

...Lord, hear us.
Lord, fill us with your truth.

The first candle is lit, followed by pause for reflection ...



Action 2 — cleansing, John 13:6-11
Meditation
Let us pray:

...Lord, hear us.
Lord, cleanse us through your grace.

The second candle is lit, followed by pause for reflection ...

Action 3 — serving, John 13:12-17
Meditation
Let us pray:

...Lord, hear us.
Lord, fill us with your humble love.

The third candle is lit, followed by pause for reflection ...

Hymn: Great God... vs. 3
Action 4 — betraying, John 13:18-30
Let us pray:

...Lord, hear us.
Lord, fill us with your strength.

The fourth candle is lit, followed by pause for reflection ...

Action 5 — leaving, John 13:31-33
Let us pray:
Silence

Lord, hear us.
Lord, fill us with your hope.

The fifth candle is lit, followed by pause for reflection ...
Hymn: Great God... vs.4
Action 6 — loving, John 13:34-35

Let us pray:
...Lord, hear us.
Lord, fill us with your compassionate love.

The sixth candle is lit, followed by pause for reflection ...

ELW 358

ELW 358



Action 7 — denying, John 13:36-38
Meditation
Let us pray:

...Lord, hear us.

Lord, fill us with your courage, your love and your humility.

Help us in the night-time shadows of fear to know the continuing light of your
presence, that we may be seen and heard as your people.

Amen

The seventh candle is lit, followed by pause for reflection ...
Hymn: Great God... vs. 5 ELW 358

Holy Communion

May you know that the Lord is with you.
And also with you.

May you open your heart to Christ this day.
May you know his love within you.

Even in the foreboding presence of darkness
May his light shine forth.

...in the song of everlasting praise:
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...that we may be his body in this world.
Amen



Lord’s Prayer
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Christ invites us to share in bread and wine.
Christ invites us to share in service and humility.

Christ invites us to share in strength and renewal.
We gather in faith.

Communion Hymn: Where Charity and Love Prevail ELW 359

Prayer after Communion

Let us pray together:

We give you thanks and praise, O God, that even in the darkness of this night,
your light shines. We rejoice that we have shared with Christ around his table,
and we pray for his strength as we continue to be his body in this world.

Amen

Final hymn: Stay with Me ELW 348
Stripping of the Altar

Closing Words
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