
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

1st Sunday of Christmas 

December 28, 2025 



GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude 

 

 

Welcome: Opening Dialogue 

Jesus, the bright Morning Star, shines light in the world. 

By day and night he shines for all to see. 

Jesus was born in the midst of injustice and poverty 

that the world may see the justice and richness of God. 

God so loved the world that God sent Jesus, 

so that all who believe in him may not perish but have eternal life. 

Jesus is the light of the world. 

Jesus is the light of our lives. 

Sing to God a new song! 

A song of hope, joy, and peace around the world. 

 

Gathering Hymn: Joy to the World ELW 267 

 

Prayer of the Day 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, Gracious God of heaven and earth, you have thrown a lifeline to us in 

our darkness— a beam of light that shines through Jesus. Though born in a manger, 

he is the firstborn of all creation. Though crucified on a cross, he is the Lord of life. 

Fill us with the wonder and joy of his presence in the world and in our hearts. 

Amen. 

Lessons and Carols 

Isaiah 9:2-7 God promises a king 



 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming   vs. 1&4 ELW 272 

Micah 5:2-5a The king will come from Bethlehem 

 Instrumental:  Away In a Manger 

Luke 1:26-35, 38 The annunciation to Mary 

 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came     ELW 265 

Luke 2:1-7 The birth of Jesus 

 Instrumental: Gesu Bambino 

Luke 2:8-16 The shepherds go to see the Savior 

 Angels, from the Realms of Glory    vs. 1 & 2  ELW 275 

Luke 2:21-36 Jesus receives his name 

 Instrumental: Sleep in Heavenly Peace 

Matthew 2:1-11 The magi follow the star 

 The First Noel    vs. 1,3,5  ELW 300 

John 1:1-14 The mystery of the incarnation 

 Instrumental: Still, Still, Still 

 

Responsive Prayer 

Glory to God in the highest, 

and peace to God’s people on earth. 

Blessed are you, Prince of peace. 

You rule the earth with truth and justice. 

Send your gift of peace to all nations of the world. 

Blessed are you, Son of Mary. 

You share our humanity. 

Have mercy on the sick, the dying,  

and all who suffer this day. 

Blessed are you, Son of God. 

You dwell among us as the Word made flesh. 

Reveal yourself to us in word and sacrament 

that we may bear your light to all the world. 

 

Affirmation of Faith: Once in Royal David’s City    ELW 269 

 



Prayers of Intercession -  

 …Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.  

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering Prayer © a sanctified art | sanctifiedart.org written by Rev. Sarah (Are) Speed 

Let us pray.  

Holy God, you knit us together, threading our lives to the generations before us and 

the generations after us. May these gifts be used to continue the work our ancestors 

began and to build on what we are doing now. Into your hands, we entrust these gifts 

so that our unfinished work will one day be complete.  Amen. 

 

Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Words of Institution 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

  



Invitation to Communion 

 

 

Communion Music: solo by Jill 

 

 

Prayer after Communion  

Let us pray. 

Radiant God, with our eyes we have seen your salvation, and in this meal we have 

feasted on your grace. May your Word take flesh in us, that we may be your holy 

people, revealing your glory made known to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Blessing and Dismissal 

Let us bless the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

May you be filled with the wonder of Mary, the obedience of Joseph, the joy of the 

angels, the eagerness of the shepherds, the determination of the magi, and the peace 

of the Christ child. Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now 

and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

Postlude  



Announcements 

 

Thank you to the following for providing the Poinsettias to beautify our 

sanctuary: 

Ted & Angie Boyle and family to the Glory of God  

Larry & Barb Croghan in memory of parents our parents  

Sam & Sue Deaver in memory of Leland &Aline Deaver and  

 Joseph & Mildred Fessler  

Tim & Heather Felderman and family in memory of loved ones  

Steve Geisert in memory of Janel Geisert  

Steve & Sandy Heer in honor of all who work for justice  

Debbie & Galen Thomas in memory of parents  

Val & Morgan Kennedy/Bri & Alan Ensign in memory of Janet Grimm and  

 Jack Kennedy  

Craig & Dione Miller in memory of parents  

Jake Ohms and family in memory of Susan Ohms  

Ellen & John Shook in memory of the Shook and Sandberg families  

Deb Clemens in memory of Rita Baker (mom), Steve Koeller (brother), and in honor 

of our children and grandchildren  

 

 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Sunday, December 28 10:30 AM Worship in-person or online 

Thursday, January 1 OFFICE CLOSED 
 

 

Faith Forward Dwelling Verse (FFVD) 
23There he made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken 

through the prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 

Matthew 2:23 

 

 

Upcoming Events / Save the Dates  

4 January 2025 – ONE worship at LOL @ 10:30am – Epiphany Service 
 

 

 

 

  



Schedule for January & February  

9:00AM Fellowship begins  

9:15AM Faith Formation  

10:30AM Worship in person or online  

 

 

 

Looking ahead  

18 January – Pre-Meeting to look at budget @ 9:15AM   

25 January – Annual Meeting @ 9:15AM  

 

 

 

Little Free Food Pantry  

Many thanks to all who have so generously responded to our Little Food Pantry 

needs. Canned meats and canned pasta sauce are groceries that are especially needed 

right now. We are so grateful for your continued support.  
  



 

    Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

2899 Hales Mill Road 

Dubuque, IA 52002 

          (563) 582-7371 

         lordoflife.online 

 

Lord of Life Lutheran Guest Wireless 

Password: Lutheran 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Karla Wildberger 

pastor@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Rita Dienst 

office@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

Musician 

Jill Klinebriel 

jill@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

NOW Worship Leader 

Bri Ensign 

bri.ensign@gmail.com 

 

Choir Director 

Susan Hansen 

 

Administrative Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

 

Worship Online 

YouTube Channel: Lord of Life Lutheran Church; website: lordoflife.online 

or Facebook: Lord of Life Lutheran Dubuque 

 

 

This Week’s Worship Servants 

Reader: Debbie Thomas 

Usher: Galen Thomas 

Tech/PPT:   

mailto:office@lordoflifedbq.org

