
 

 

Loved by God,  Sent to Serve. 

 

 

 

Nativity of Our Lord: Christmas Eve 

December 24, 2025 

4:00/6:00 pm 
 



GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude:  From Heaven Above Various Composers 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

Welcome! We are thankful that you are joining us this evening. In winter’s deepest 

night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the light of the 

long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice. The 

angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including 

lowly shepherds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share 

the light of Christ with the whole world. Let us worship the New Born King! 

 

Christmas Proclamation! 

 

Gathering Song: O Come, All Ye Faithful ELW 283 

1  O come, all ye faithful, 

 joyful and triumphant! 

 O come ye, O come ye to 

Bethlehem; 

 come and behold him, 

 born the king of angels: Refrain 

2  The highest, most holy, 

 light of light eternal, 

 born of a virgin, a mortal he comes; 

 Son of the Father 

 now in flesh appearing! Refrain 

3  Sing, choirs of angels, 

 sing in exultation, 

 sing, all ye citizens of heaven 

above! 

 Glory to God 

 in the highest: Refrain 

4  Yea, Lord, we greet thee, 

 born this happy morning; 

 Jesus, to thee be glory giv'n! 

 Word of the Father, 

 now in flesh appearing: Refrain 

 

Refrain 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

O come, let us adore him, 

Christ the Lord! 

 

 

 

 



Prayer of the Day  

Let us pray.  

brief silence  

Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. 

Grant that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last 

day wake to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Affirmation of Faith  (written by Bruce Prewer, from the website: ReWorship) 

Let us affirm our faith together… 

I believe in God whose light shines in the darkness, and the darkness can never 

smother it.  

I believe that on a night like this night in Bethlehem there was born a Saviour, who 

is Christ the Lord.  

I believe in the Word who has become incarnate, our very flesh and blood, yet full 

of grace and truth. 

I believe in the blessed appearing of the salvation of our God, that is for the 

happiness of all people.  

I believe in his name as Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 

Prince of peace;  

Of the increase of his rule and of his unique peace, there will be no end. The zeal of 

the God of hosts will do this.  

This I surely believe! 

 

 

Hymn: Joy to the World  ELW 267 

1  Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

 Let earth receive her king; 

 let ev'ry heart prepare him room 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n and nature sing, 

 and heav'n, and heav'n and nature sing. 

  



2  Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

 Let all their songs employ, 

 while fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat the sounding joy, 

 repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

3  No more let sin and sorrow grow 

 nor thorns infest the ground; 

 he comes to make his blessings flow 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as the curse is found, 

 far as, far as the curse is found. 

4  He rules the world with truth and grace 

 and makes the nations prove 

 the glories of his righteousness 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders of his love, 

 and wonders, wonders of his love. 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

Reading: Isaiah 9:2-7 
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a 

land of deep darkness—on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, 

you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as 

people exult when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across 

their shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 
5For all the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall 

be burned as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; 

authority rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty 

God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and 

there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will 

establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time onward 

and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

  



Gospel Acclamation: God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen   

 

Gospel: Luke 2:1-20 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 

registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was 

governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went 

from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called 

Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family of David. 5He 

went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a 

child. 6While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she 

gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 

manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.8In that region there were 

shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9Then an 

angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, 

and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid; for see — I 

am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day 

in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for 

God rest you merry, gentlemen, 

Let nothing you dismay, 

Remember Christ our Savior 

Was born on Christmas Day; 

To save us all from Satan's power 

When we were gone astray. Refrain 

In Bethlehem in Israel 

This blessed babe was born; 

And lay within a manger 

Upon this blessed morn; 

For which his mother Mary 

Did nothing, taking scorn. Refrain 

Refrain  

 

From God our heavenly Father 

A blessed angel came; 

And unto certain shepherds 

Brought tidings of the same; 

How that in Bethlehem was born 

The Son of God by name. Refrain 

Now to the Lord sing praises, 

All you within this place, 

And with true love and brotherhood 

Each other now embrace; 

The holy tide of Christmas 

All other doth deface. Refrain 

O tidings of comfort and joy, 

Comfort and joy, 

O tidings of comfort and joy! 



you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger." 13And 

suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God 

and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those 

whom he favors!" 15When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the 

shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went with haste 

and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw 

this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who heard 

it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 

words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 

praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon The Rev. Karla Wildberger 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: What Child is This ELW 296 

1  What child is this, who, laid to rest, 

 on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

 Whom angels greet with anthems sweet 

 while shepherds watch are keeping? 

 This, this is Christ the king, 

 whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 

 haste, haste to bring him laud, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

2  Why lies he in such mean estate 

 where ox and ass are feeding? 

 Good Christian, fear; for sinners here 

 the silent Word is pleading. 

 Nails, spear shall pierce him through, 

 the cross be borne for me, for you; 

 hail, hail the Word made flesh, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 



3  So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 

 come, peasant, king, to own him. 

 The King of kings salvation brings; 

 let loving hearts enthrone him. 

 Raise, raise the song on high, 

 the virgin sings her lullaby; 

 joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

 the babe, the son of Mary! 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

 

Offering  

(The offering plate is in the back of the church. Thank you, in advance, for your gifts 

to support of the ministries of Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Thanksgiving 

The Lord be with you.  And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts.  We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  It is right to give God thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

… we join our voices together and say: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might 

Heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest! 

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Hosanna in the highest! 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

…both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

  



Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, and the power,  

and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

All are invited to join in the sharing of this meal, instituted by Christ, himself, for 

the forgiveness of sins. Come, all are welcome. There are gluten free wafers 

available, please let the pastor know if that is your preference. There is also white 

grape juice available, in the middle of the tray. 

 

 

Communion Distribution Hymns 

 Away in a Manger ELW 278 

 Little Drummer Boy – Luke & Seth Boyle  at 4pm 

 O Holy Night – Matthew Walsh at 6pm 

 The First Noel  ELW 300 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

…Amen. 

 

 

Prayer after Communion 

God of wonder, in Jesus we behold the light of the world come near. As you have 

come among us now, send us out in joy, hastening to share the good news of your 

love. We ask this in the name of Jesus, through the Spirit dwelling among us now 

and forever. Amen.



Children’s Time 

 

Candle Lighting 

Leader: The Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have witnessed His 

glory. 

All: Oh, come. Let us worship and praise Him. 

Leader: The people who were in shadows have seen a great light. 

All: The light shines and the darkness becomes holy. 

Leader: Those who lived in the shadowy places – on them light has shined. 

All: We have been embraced by Christ’s glory, the glory of God’s only Son, 

full of grace and truth. 

Leader: For a child has been born for us, a Son given to us. 

All: What has come into being in Him was life, and the life was the light of 

all people. 

Leader: Today Christ is born; today salvation has appeared! 

All: Glory to God in the highest!  Alleluia! 

 

 

Hymn: Silent Night, Holy Night ELW 281 

1 Silent night, holy night! 

All is calm, all is bright 

round yon virgin mother and child. 

Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 

sleep in heavenly peace, 

sleep in heavenly peace. 

2 Silent night, holy night! 

 Shepherds quake at the sight 

 Glories stream from heaven afar, 

 Heav’nly hosts sing, alleluia! 

 Christ, the Savior is born! 

Christ, the Savior is born! 

  



3 Silent night, holy night! 

 Son of God, love’s pure light 

 Radiant beams from your holy face, 

 With the dawn of redeeming grace, 

 Jesus, Lord at your birth, 

 Jesus, Lord at your birth.  

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Benediction 

…Amen. 

 

Sending Song: Hark! The Herald Sing  ELW 270 
1  Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king; 

 peace on earth, and mercy mild, 

 God and sinners reconciled." 

 Joyful, all you nations, rise; 

 join the triumph of the skies; 

 with angelic hosts proclaim, 

 "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 

 

Refrain 

 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

 "Glory to the newborn king!" 

 

 

 

 

 

2  Christ, by highest heav'n adored, 

 Christ, the everlasting Lord, 

 late in time behold him come, 

 offspring of a virgin's womb. 

 Veiled in flesh the Godhead see! 

 Hail, incarnate deity! 

 Pleased as man with us to dwell, 

 Jesus, our Emmanuel! Refrain 

3  Hail the heav'n-born Prince of peace! 

 Hail the Sun of righteousness! 

 Light and life to all he brings, 

 ris'n with healing in his wings. 

 Mild he lays his glory by, 

 born that we no more may die, 

 born to raise each child of earth, 

 born to give us second birth. Refrain 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the joy of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: In Dulci Jubilo J. S. Bach 

 

  



Thank you for joining us for this special time of worship. All are welcome! 

 

Special Music by:  Faith, Luke and Seth Boyle at the 4pm service; Matthew Walsh 

at 6:00pm service. 

 

 

 

Upcoming worship times: 

Tomorrow, December 25th, Christmas Day, Wartburg Seminary, 10:00 am 

Sunday, December 28th , 2025, one service only at 10:30 am: Lessons & Carols 

 

 

 

Thank you to the following for providing the Poinsettias to beautify our 

sanctuary: 

Ted & Angie Boyle and family to the Glory of God  

Larry & Barb Croghan in memory of parents our parents  

Sam & Sue Deaver in memory of Leland &Aline Deaver and  

 Joseph & Mildred Fessler  

Tim & Heather Felderman and family in memory of loved ones  

Steve Geisert in memory of Janel Geisert  

Steve & Sandy Heer in honor of all who work for justice  

Debbie & Galen Thomas in memory of parents  

Val & Morgan Kennedy/Bri & Alan Ensign in memory of Janet Grimm and  

 Jack Kennedy  

Craig & Dione Miller in memory of parents  

Jake Ohms and family in memory of Susan Ohms  

Ellen & John Shook in memory of the Shook and Sandberg families  

Deb Clemens in memory of Rita Baker (mom), Steve Koeller (brother), and in honor 

of our children and grandchildren  
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Worship Online 

YouTube Channel: Lord of Life Lutheran Church; website: lordoflife.online 

or Facebook: Lord of Life Lutheran Dubuque 
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