
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve 

4th Sunday in Advent  

December 21, 2025 

  



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting 4 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude: Carol of the Bells  Matt Hyzer  

Announcements  

 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Now the Heavens Start to Whisper  

 

 

  



Gathering Hymn: The King Shall Come (vs. 1,3 & 5) ELW 260 

1  The King shall come when morning dawns 

 and light triumphant breaks, 

 when beauty gilds the eastern hills  

 and life to joy awakes. 

3  Oh, brighter than the rising morn 

 when Christ, victorious, rose 

 and left the lonesome place of death, 

 despite the rage of foes. 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns 

 and light and beauty brings. 

 Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: 

 come quickly, King of kings. 

Greeting ELW p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Canticle of Praise: Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn (all verses)   

 ELW 242 

1. Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 

 for angels herald its dawning. 

 Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 

 behold! the Child of our longing. 

 Come as a baby weak and poor, 

 to bring all hearts together, 

 he opens wide the heav'nly door 

 and lives now inside us forever. 

2. To us, to all in sorrow and fear, 

 Emmanuel comes a-singing, 

 his humble song is quiet and near, 

 yet fills the earth with its ringing; 

 music to heal the broken soul 

 and hymns of lovingkindness, 

 the thunder of his anthems roll 

 to shatter all hatred and blindness. 

3. In darkest night his coming shall be, 

 when all the world is despairing, 

 as morning light so quiet and free, 

 so warm and gentle and caring. 

 Then shall the mute break forth in song, 

 the lame shall leap in wonder, 

 the weak be raised above the strong, 

 and weapons be broken asunder. 

4. Rejoice, rejoice, take heart in the night, 

though dark the winter and cheerless, 

the rising sun shall crown you with light, 

be strong and loving and fearless. 

Love be our song and love our prayer 

and love our endless story; 

may God fill ev'ry day we share 

and bring us at last into glory. 

 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

…one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

First Reading: Isaiah 7: 10-16 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

10The LORD spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11“Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be 

deep as Sheol or high as heaven.” 12But Ahaz said, “I will not ask, and I will not put 

the LORD to the test.” 13Then Isaiah said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too 

little for you to weary mortals that you weary my God also? 14Therefore the Lord 

himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and shall bear a 

son and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey by the time he 

knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good.16For before the child knows how 

to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before whose two kings you are in 

dread will be deserted.” 

 

Gospel Acclamation: He Came Down (all verses)  ELW 253 

 

Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary 

had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be 

pregnant from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and 

unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to divorce her quietly. 20But just 

when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream 

and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the 

child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to 

name him Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22All this took place to 

fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: 23“Look, the virgin 

shall become pregnant and give birth to a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 

which means, “God is with us.” 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 



angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife 25but had no marital 

relations with her until she had given birth to a son, and he named him Jesus. 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Rev. Karla Wildberger 

 

 

Hymn of the Day: O Come, O Come Emmanuel  ELW 257 
1  O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

 and ransom captive Israel, 

 that mourns in lonely exile here 

 until the Son of God appear. 

Refrain 

 Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

 shall come to you, O Israel. 

2  O come, O Wisdom from on high, 

 embracing all things far and nigh: 

 in strength and beauty come and stay; 

 teach us your will and guide our way. 

Refrain 

3  O come, O come, O Lord of 

 might, 

 as to your tribes on Sinai's height 

 in ancient times you gave the law 

 in cloud, and majesty, and awe. 

Refrain 

4  O come, O Branch of Jesse, free 

 your own from Satan's tyranny; 

 from depths of hell your people save, 

 and give them vict'ry o'er the grave. 

Refrain 

 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

Together we profess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

…God of grace, 

(Sing Advent response) 

 

…through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.  

 

 

Sharing of the Peace ELW p. 152 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.  

 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering: We Come to the Hungry Feast  ELW 479 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings. Whether you give electronically, or by cash 

or check in an envelope, we greatly appreciate your continued support of God’s 

ministries. 

 

 

Offering Prayer  

… our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

  



Great Thanksgiving  ELW p. 152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  ELW p. 153 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table   

…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

…We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

…Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

…one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 154 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 



Invitation to Communion 

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Bread and wine are served, with white grape 

juice in the middle of the tray; and gluten free wafers upon request. 

 

Lamb of God ELW p. 154 

 

 

Communion Hymn: Creator of the Stars of Night ELW 245 

1  Creator of the stars of night, 

 your people's everlasting light, 

 O Christ, redeemer of us all, 

 we pray you hear us when we call. 

2 When this old world drew on toward 

night, 

 you came; but not in splendor bright, 

 not as a monarch, but the child 

 of Mary, blessed mother mild. 

3  At your great name, O Jesus, now 

 all knees must bend, all hearts must bow: 

 all things on earth with one accord, 

 like those in heav'n, shall call you Lord. 

4  Come in your holy might, we pray, 

 redeem us for eternal day; 

 defend us while we dwell below 

 rom all assaults of our dread foe. 

5  To God the Father, God the Son, 

 and God the Spirit, Three in One, 

 praise, honor, might, and glory be 

 from age to age eternally. Amen. 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

…Amen. 

 

Prayer after Communion ELW p. 155 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 

hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to 

proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

  



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

A “Pause” for the Longest Night (a time for silence and prayer) 

 

 

 

Hymn: In the Bleak Midwinter  ELW 294 

1  In the bleak midwinter, frosty wind made moan, 

 earth stood hard as iron, water like a stone; 

 snow had fallen, snow on snow, snow on snow, 

 in the bleak midwinter, long ago. 

2  Heaven cannot hold him, nor earth sustain; 

 heav'n and earth shall flee away when he comes to reign; 

 in the bleak midwinter a stable place sufficed 

 the Lord God almighty, Jesus Christ. 

3  What can I give him, poor as I am? 

 If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb; 

 if I were a wise man I would do my part; 

 yet what I can give him-- give my heart. 
 

Blessing ELW p. 155 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

Sending Hymn: Savior of the Nations (vs. 5 &6)  ELW 263 

5  Now your manger, shining bright, 

 hallows night with newborn light. 

 Night cannot this light subdue; 

 let our faith shine ever new. 

6  Praise we sing to Christ the Lord, 

 virgin's son, incarnate Word! 

 To the holy Trinity 

 praise we sing eternally! 

 



Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: Lo, He Comes with Clouds Descending  Terry Osman  

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Sunday, December 21 8:00AM  Worship in person  

 9:15AM  Christmas Hymn Sing/Tree Decorating  

 10:30AM Worship in person or online 

Wednesday, December 24   Office Closed  

 4:00PM Christmas Eve Service – in person or online 

 6:00PM Christmas Eve Service – in person   

Thursday, December 25   Office Closed  

 10:00AM Christmas Day Service – Wartburg Seminary 

Sunday, December 28 10:30AM Worship in person or online 

 

 

 

 

Faith Forward Dwelling Verse (FFDV) 
21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 

from their sins.” Matthew 1:21 

 

 

 

 

Christmas Eve Worship  

Once again we will be worshipping at 4:00PM & 6:00PM on Wednesday, the 24th. 

The service includes special music, communion and candle lighting. The 4:00 

service will be livestreamed.  

 



 

Christmas Day Worship  

Wartburg Theological Seminary will be hosting a Christmas Day worship service at 

10:00AM in their chapel where all are welcomed.    

 

 

 

 

Reminder 

There will be one service on Sunday, December 28th at 10:30AM. This will be a 

service of lessons and carols.  

 

 

 

 

Little Free Food Pantry 

Many thanks to all who have so generously responded to our Little Food Pantry 

needs. Canned meats and canned pasta sauce are groceries that are especially needed 

right now. We are so grateful for your continued support! 

  



 

Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

2899 Hales Mill Road 

Dubuque, IA 52002 

(563) 582-7371 

lordoflife.online 

 

Lord of Life Lutheran Guest Wireless 

Password: Lutheran 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Karla Wildberger 

pastor@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Kayleen Backhaus 

office@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

Musician 

Jill Klinebriel 

jill@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

NOW Worship Leader 

Bri Ensign 

bri.ensign@gmail.com 

 

Choir Director 

Susan Hansen 

 

Administrative Office Hours 

Tuesday - Thursday 

8:30 AM – 2:30 PM 

Worship Online 

YouTube Channel: Lord of Life Lutheran Church; website: lordoflife.online 

or Facebook: Lord of Life Lutheran Dubuque 

 

This Week’s Worship Servants 

Readers: 8:00 Susan Hansen  10:30  

Ushers: 8:00 10:30  

Tech/PPT:  8:00 10:30  
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