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Evangelical Lutheran Worship
Setting 4

GATHERING
The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God.

Prelude: Prelude on “Wachet Auf” Lani Smith

Announcements

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Now the Heavens Start to Whisper
Sung by Matthew Walsh

Gathering Hymn: Savior of the Nations (vs. 1, 3 &6) ELW 263
(Bell Choir — playing introduction to hymn at the 10:30 service)

1 Savior of the nations, come;
virgin's son, make here your home.
Marvel now, O heav'n and earth:
God has chosen such a birth.

3 Wondrous birth--oh, wondrous child
from his throne, a virgin mild!
Very God, and Mary's son,
eager now his race to run!

6 Praise we sing to Christ the Lord,
virgin's son, incarnate Word!
To the holy Trinity
praise we sing eternally!

Greeting ELW p. 147
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

And also with you.



Canticle of Praise: Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn (vs.1,2 &3)
ELW 242

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn,
for angels herald its dawning.

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born,
behold! the Child of our longing.

Come as a baby weak and poor,

to bring all hearts together,

he opens wide the heav'nly door

and lives now inside us forever.

To us, to all in sorrow and fear,
Emmanuel comes a-singing,

his humble song is quiet and near,
yet fills the earth with its ringing;
music to heal the broken soul

and hymns of lovingkindness,

the thunder of his anthems roll

to shatter all hatred and blindness.

In darkest night his coming shall be,
when all the world is despairing,

as morning light so quiet and free,

so warm and gentle and caring.

Then shall the mute break forth in song,
the lame shall leap in wonder,

the weak be raised above the strong,
and weapons be broken asunder.

Prayer of the Day
Let us pray.

...one God, now and forever. Amen



WORD
God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song.

First Reading: Isaiah 35: 1-10

'The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; the desert shall rejoice and blossom;
like the crocus “it shall blossom abundantly and rejoice with joy and shouting. The
glory of Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall
see the glory of the LORD, the majesty of our God.]] *Strengthen the weak hands and
make firm the feeble knees. “Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do
not fear! Here is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense.
He will come and save you.” Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the
ears of the deaf shall be opened; °then the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue
of the speechless sing for joy. For waters shall break forth in the wilderness and
streams in the desert; 'the burning sand shall become a pool and the thirsty ground
springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall become a swamp; the grass shall become
reeds and rushes. °A highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Holy Way; the
unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for God’s people; no traveler, not even
fools, shall go astray. “No lion shall be there, nor shall any ravenous beast come up
on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed shall walk there. '’And the
ransomed of the LORD shall return and come to Zion with singing; everlasting joy
shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing
shall flee away.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 146: 5-10

“Happy are they who have the God of Jacob for their help, whose hope is in the
LORD their God;

°who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them; who keeps
promises forever;

'who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to those who hunger. The
LORD sets the captive free.

“The LORD opens the eyes of the blind; the LORD lifts up those who are
bowed down; the LORD loves the righteous.

"The LORD cares for the stranger; the LORD sustains the orphan and widow, but
frustrates the way of the wicked.



'The LORD shall reign forever, your God, O Zion, throughout all
generations. Hallelujah!

Second Reading: James 5: 7-10

'Be patient, therefore, brothers and sisters, until the coming of the Lord. The farmer
waits for the precious crop from the earth, being patient with it until it receives the
early and the late rains. *You also must be patient. Strengthen your hearts, for the
coming of the Lord is near. "Brothers and sisters, do not grumble against one
another, so that you may not be judged. See, the Judge is standing at the doors! '’As
an example of suffering and patience, brothers and sisters, take the prophets who
spoke in the name of the Lord.

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation: He Came Down (vs. 1, 2 &3) ELW 253

Gospel: Matthew 11: 2-11
The holy gospel according to Matthew. Glory to you, O Lord.

*When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by his
disciples *and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for
another?” “Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear and see: °the blind
receive their sight, the lame walk, those with a skin disease are cleansed, the deaf
hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. °And
blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 'As they went away, Jesus began to
speak to the crowds about John: “What did you go out into the wilderness to look at?
A reed shaken by the wind? *What, then, did you go out to see? Someone dressed in
soft robes? Look, those who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. “What, then, did
you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. '“This is the
one about whom it is written, ‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, who
will prepare your way before you.” ''“Truly I tell you, among those born of women
no one has arisen greater than John the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of
heaven is greater than he.”

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ.



Sermon Matthew Walsh

Hymn of the Day: Prepare the Royal Highway ELW 264
1 Prepare the royal highway; the King of kings is near!

Let ev'ry hill and valley a level road appear!

Then greet the King of glory, foretold in sacred story:

Refrain
Hosanna to the Lord, for he fulfills God's word!

2 God's people, see him coming: your own eternal king!
Palm branches strew before him! Spread garments! Shout and sing!
God's promise will not fail you! No more shall doubt assail you! Refrain

3 Then fling the gates wide open to greet your promised king!
Your king, yet ev'ry nation its tribute too may bring.
All lands will bow before him; their voices join your singing: Refrain

4 His is no earthly kingdom; it comes from heav'n above.
His rule is peace and freedom and justice, truth, and love.
So let your praise be sounding for kindness so abounding: Refrain

Apostles’ Creed
Together we profess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



Prayers of Intercession

...God of grace,
(Sing Advent response)
0 ;
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(Advent) Come, Lord ~ Je - sus, come, Lord Je - sus. Hear our prayer.
...through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.
Sharing of the Peace ELW p. 152

The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.

MEAL
God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

Offering: We Come to the Hungry Feast ELW 479

Thank you for your gifts and offerings. Whether you give electronically, or by cash
or check in an envelope, we greatly appreciate your continued support of God’s
ministries.

Offering Prayer
... our Savior and Lord. Amen.

Great Thanksgiving ELW p. 152
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 153



Thanksgiving at the Table

...Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

...We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

...Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

...one God, now and forever.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 154
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

Invitation to Communion
All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread.

All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Bread and wine are served, with white grape
juice in the middle of the tray, and gluten free wafers upon request.

Lamb of God ELW p. 154

Communion Hymn: Each Winter As the Year Grows Older ELW 252



Post-Communion Blessing
...Amen.

Prayer after Communion ELW p. 155
Let us pray.

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the
hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to
proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

SENDING
God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world.

Blessing ELW p. 155
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.

The Lord look upon you with favor and =+ give you peace. Amen.

Sending Song: People Look East ELW 248

1 People, look east. The time 1s near
of the crowning of the year.
Make your house fair as you are able,
trim the hearth and set the table.
People, look east, and sing today-
Love, the Guest, is on the way.

2 Furrows, be glad. Though earth is bare,
one more seed is planted there.
Give up your strength the seed to nourish,
that in course the flow'r may flourish.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Rose, is on the way.



3 Stars, keep the watch. When night is dim,
one more light the bowl shall brim,
shining beyond the frosty weather,
bright as sun and moon together.

People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Star, is on the way.

4 Angels announce with shouts of mirth
him who brings new life to earth.
Set ev'ry peak and valley humming
with the word, the Lord is coming.
People, look east, and sing today—
Love, the Lord, 1s on the way.

Dismissal

Go 1n peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming arr. by Samuel Wellman

Announcements

This Week at Lord of Life
Sunday, December 14 8:00AM  Worship in person
9:15AM  Faith Formation
10:30AM Worship in person or online
Wednesday, December17 6:00PM  Midweek Advent Service
Sunday, December 21 8:00AM  Worship in person
9:15AM Hymn Sing/ Christmas tree decorating
10:30AM Worship in person or online

Thank you to the members of the bell choir for providing special music this morning
at the 10:30AM service.



Faith Forward Dwelling Verse (FFDV)
HTruly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater than John

the Baptist, yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
Matthew 11:11

The Advent and Christmas Season

Advent Theme: Now All the Heavens Start to Whisper

17 December 6:00PM- Leader: Pastor Karla/Guitarist-Luke Boyle

24 December 4:00PM (live streamed)/6:00PM Christmas Eve Services
28 December 10:30AM One service

Sunday, December 21%

Join us next Sunday, the 21*...in between services. Matthew will lead us in singing
our favorite Advent/Christmas hymns and we will finish decorating the Christmas
trees.

Looking ahead
There will be one service on Sunday, December 28" at 10:30AM.

Holiday Concert

The Heartland Harmony group will be holding a benefit concert at 7PM

December 16 at Bread of Life Presbyterian Church, 2155 University Ave. Attendees
are encouraged to bring donations of diapers, children’s sweatpants or children’s
underwear to support Open Closet. Our very own Jill Klinebriel is the accompanist
for this group!

Little Free Food Pantry

Many thanks to all who have so generously responded to our Little Food Pantry
needs. Canned meats and canned pasta sauce are groceries that are especially needed
right now. We are so grateful for your continued support!



Lord of Life Lutheran Church LU,
2899 Hales Mill Road AP
Dubuque, IA 52002 :

(563) 582-7371
lordoflife.online
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Lord of Life Lutheran Guest Wireless
Password: Lutheran

Interim Pastor Administrative Assistant
Rev. Karla Wildberger Kayleen Backhaus
pastor@lordoflifedbq.org office@lordoflifedbq.org
Musician NOW Worship Leader
Jill Klinebriel Bri Ensign
jill@lordoflifedbq.org bri.ensign@gmail.com
Choir Director Administrative Office Hours
Susan Hansen Monday - Thursday

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Worship Online

YouTube Channel: Lord of Life Lutheran Church; website: lordoflife.online
or Facebook: Lord of Life Lutheran Dubuque

This Week’s Worship Servants

Readers: 8:00 Steve Heer 10:30 Debbie Thomas
Ushers: 8:00 10:30 Galen Thomas
Tech/PPT: &:00 10:30
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