
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve 

1st Sunday in Advent  

November 30, 2025 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting 4 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude: Count Your Blessings Faye Lopez 

Announcements  

Lighting of the Advent Wreath: Now the Heavens Start to Whisper 

 Sung by Matthew Walsh  

 

Gathering Song: Comfort, Comfort Now My People ELW 256 

1  "Comfort, comfort now my people; tell of peace!" So says our God. 

 Comfort those who sit in darkness mourning under sorrow's load. 

 To God's people now proclaim that God's pardon waits for them! 

 Tell them that their war is over; God will reign in peace forever. 

2  For the herald's voice is crying in the desert far and near, 

 calling us to true repentance, since the reign of God is here. 

 Oh, that warning cry obey! Now prepare for God a way. 

 Valleys, rise to greet the Savior; hills, bow down in humble favor. 

3  Straight shall be what long was crooked, and the rougher places plain. 

 Let your hearts be true and humble, as befits God's holy reign. 

 For the glory of the Lord now on earth is shed abroad, 

 and all flesh shall see the token that God's word is never broken. 

 

 

Greeting ELW p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

  

  



Canticle of Praise: Awake! Awake and Greet the New Morn  ELW 242 

Awake! Awake, and greet the new morn, 

for angels herald its dawning. 

Sing out your joy, for soon he is born, 

behold! the Child of our longing. 

Come as a baby weak and poor, 

to bring all hearts together, 

he opens wide the heav'nly door 

and lives now inside us forever. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

…one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Isaiah 2: 1-5 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
2In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as the 

highest of the mountains and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall 

stream to it.3Many peoples shall come and say, “Come, let us go up to the mountain 

of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob, that he may teach us his ways and 

that we may walk in his paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth instruction and the 

word of the LORD from Jerusalem.4He shall judge between the nations and shall 

arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into plowshares and their 

spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation; neither shall 

they learn war any more. 5O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the 

LORD! 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 122 

1I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

2Now our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem. 



3Jerusalem is built as a city that is at unity with itself; 

4to which the tribes go up, the tribes of the LORD, the assembly of Israel,  to 

praise the name of the LORD. 

5For there are the thrones of judgment, the thrones of the house of David. 

6Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 

7Peace be within your walls and quietness within your towers. 

8For the sake of my kindred and companions, I pray for your prosperity. 

9Because of the house of the LORD our God, I will seek to do you good.” 

 

Second Reading: Romans 13: 11-14 

11Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is already the moment for you to 

wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; 
12the night is far gone; the day is near. Let us then throw off the works of darkness 

and put on the armor of light; 13let us walk decently as in the day, not in reveling and 

drunkenness, not in illicit sex and licentiousness, not in quarreling and jealousy. 
14Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 

gratify its desires. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation: He Came Down (vs. 1)  ELW 253 

 

Gospel: Matthew 24: 36-44 

The holy gospel according to Matthew.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

[Jesus said to the disciples,] 36“About that day and hour no one knows, neither the 

angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, 

so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in the days before the flood they 

were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day Noah 

entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and swept them all 

away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two will be in the field; 

one will be taken, and one will be left. 41Two women will be grinding meal together; 

one will be taken, and one will be left. 42Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know 

on what day your Lord is coming. 43But understand this: if the owner of the house 



had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 

awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must 

be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Sermon Pastor Karla Wildberger   

 

Hymn of the Day: Keep Your Lamps Trimmed and Burning   

1  Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

 keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

 keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

 for this work's almost done. Refrain 

Refrain 

 Children, don't grow weary; children, don't grow weary; 

 children, don't grow weary, 

 for this work's almost done. 

2  Darker midnight lies before us, 

 darker midnight lies before us, 

 darker midnight lies before us, 

 for this work's almost done. Refrain 

3  Lo, the morning soon is breaking, 

 lo, the morning soon is breaking, 

 lo, the morning soon is breaking, 

 for this work's almost done. Refrain 

4  Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

 keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

 keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 

 for this work's almost done. Refrain 

 
  



Apostles’ Creed  

Together we profess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

 

Prayers of Intercession  

…God of grace, 

(Sing Advent response) 

 

…through Jesus Christ, Emmanuel. Amen.  

 

 

Sharing of the Peace ELW p. 152 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.  

 

 

  



MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

Offering: We Come to the Hungry Feast  ELW 479 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings. Whether you give electronically, or by cash 

or check in an envelope, we greatly appreciate your continued support of God’s 

ministries. 

 

Offering Prayer  

… our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  ELW p. 152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  ELW p. 153 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table   

…Let us proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died. 

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 

…We look with hope for his coming. 

Come, Lord Jesus. 

…Bring the gift of peace on earth. 

Come, Holy Spirit. 

…one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 154 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Bread and wine are served, with white grape 

juice in the middle of the tray; and gluten free wafers upon request. 

 

Lamb of God ELW p. 154 

 

Communion Hymn: Come Now, O Prince of Peace  ELW 247  

1  Come now, O Prince of peace, make us one body. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

2  Come now, O God of love, make us one body. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile your people. 

3  Come now and set us free, O God, our Savior. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

4  Come, Hope of unity, make us one body. 

 Come, O Lord Jesus, reconcile all nations. 

 

Post-Communion Blessing 

…Amen. 

 

  



Prayer after Communion ELW p. 155 

Let us pray. 

God for whom we wait, in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day when the 

hungry will be fed with good things. Send us forth to make known your deeds and to 

proclaim the greatness of your name, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing ELW p. 155 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

Sending Song: Rejoice, Rejoice Believers  ELW 244 

1  Rejoice, rejoice, believers, and let your lights appear; 

 the evening is advancing, and darker night is near. 

 The bridegroom is arising and soon is drawing nigh. 

 Up, pray and watch and wrestle; at midnight comes the cry. 

2  The watchers on the mountain proclaim the bridegroom near; 

 go forth as he approaches with alleluias clear. 

 The marriage feast is waiting; the gates wide open stand. 

 Arise, O heirs of glory; the bridegroom is at hand. 

3  The saints, who here in patience their cross and suff'rings bore, 

 shall live and reign forever when sorrow is no more. 

 Around the throne of glory the Lamb they shall behold; 

 in triumph cast before him their diadems of gold. 

4  Our hope and expectation, O Jesus, now appear; 

 arise, O Sun so longed for, o'er this benighted sphere. 

 With hearts and hands uplifted, we plead, O Lord, to see 

 the day of earth's redemption that sets your people free! 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

Thanks be to God. 



Postlude: Brightest and Best Mark Hayes   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Sunday, November 30 8:00AM  Worship in person  
 9:15AM  Christmas decorating   

 10:30AM Worship in person or online 

Wednesday, December3 5:15PM Worship & Music meeting  

 6:00PM NOW rehearsal  

Thursday, December 4 1:00PM Prayer Shawl Ministry   

Sunday, December 7 8:00AM Worship in person 

 9:15AM Intergenerational Faith Formation 

 10:30AM NOW Worship in person or online  

 

 

 

Faith Forward Dwelling Verse (FFDV) 
21“Let us lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light.” 

Romans 13:21 

 

 

Thank you! 

Thank you all for your participation with Stewardship Sunday, and huge thanks for 

all of your pledges! There’s still plenty of time to turn in your pledges. They help the 

council put together an informed budget for 2026.  

 

 

Decorating with Pointsettias 

Would you like to purchase a poinsettia for the sanctuary for Christmas this year? 

Envelopes for your check or cash are available in the narthex. Price is $12.00. You 

may indicate whether this plant is in memory or honor of someone. Help us decorate 

the sanctuary for Christmas! If you have questions, please contact Ellen Shook. 

 



 

 

Little Free Food Pantry 

Many thanks to all who have so generously responded to our Little Food Pantry 

needs. Canned meats and canned pasta sauce are groceries that are especially needed 

right now. We are so grateful for your continued support! 

 

 

Lord of Life Staff Christmas Gift  

If you would like to donate toward a Christmas gift for our staff, please place your 

donation in the offering plate marked as Staff Christmas Gift, or give it to Susan 

Hansen noted as Staff Christmas Gift. Thank you in advance for your support of our 

Great Staff. 

 

 

Holiday Concert 

The Heartland Harmony group will be holding a benefit concert at 7PM  

December 16 at Bread of Life Presbyterian Church, 2155 University Ave. Attendees 

are encouraged to bring donations of diapers, children’s sweatpants or children’s 

underwear to support Open Closet.  

 

 

Looking Ahead to Advent  

Advent Theme: Now All the Heavens Start to Whisper 

30 November- 1st Sunday in Advent – we will start Advent/Christmas decorating 

between services ( There will be no Faith Formation classes…we can all help 

decorate.) 

3 December- Leader: Pastor Karla/Guitarist-Troy 

10 December- Leader: Pastor Nate/ Guitarist–Troy  

17 December- Leader: Pastor Karla/Guitarist-Luke  

 

The Christmas Season  

24 December- 4:00PM and 6:00 PM Christmas Eve Services  

28 December- 10:30AM One service  

 



Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

2899 Hales Mill Road 

Dubuque, IA 52002 

(563) 582-7371 

lordoflife.online 

 

Lord of Life Lutheran Guest Wireless 

Password: Lutheran 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Karla Wildberger 

pastor@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Kayleen Backhaus 

office@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

Musician 

Jill Klinebriel 

jill@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

NOW Worship Leader 

Bri Ensign 

bri.ensign@gmail.com 

 

Choir Director 

Susan Hansen 

 

Administrative Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Worship Online 

YouTube Channel: Lord of Life Lutheran Church; website: lordoflife.online 

or Facebook: Lord of Life Lutheran Dubuque 

 

This Week’s Worship Servants 

Readers: 8:00 10:30 Diane Frambach 

Ushers: 8:00 10:30  

Tech/PPT:  8:00 10:30  
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