
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve 

 

24th Sunday after Pentecost – Christ the King Sunday  

November 23, 2025 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting 4 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude: All Hail the Power of Jesus Name   Oliver Holden  

Announcements  

Confession and Forgiveness 

…and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.  

 

Merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 

…in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

 

Gathering Song: Jesus Shall Reign ELW 434 

1  Jesus shall reign where'er the sun does its successive journeys run; 

 his kingdom stretch from shore to shore, till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

2  To him shall endless prayer be made, and praises throng to crown his head; 

 his name like sweet perfume shall rise with ev'ry morning sacrifice. 

3  People and realms of ev'ry tongue dwell on his love with sweetest song; 

 and infant voices shall proclaim their early blessings on his name. 

4  Blessings abound where'er he reigns: the pris'ners leap to lose their chains, 

 the weary find eternal rest,and all who suffer want are blest. 

5  Let ev'ry creature rise and bring peculiar honors to our king;  

 angels descend with songs again, and earth repeat the loud amen. 

 



Greeting ELW p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

Kyrie ELW p. 147 

 

 

Canticle of Praise  ELW p. 149 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

…one God, now and forever. Amen 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 23:1-6 

1Woe to the shepherds who destroy and scatter the sheep of my pasture! says the 

LORD. 2Therefore thus says the LORD, the God of Israel, concerning the shepherds 

who shepherd my people: It is you who have scattered my flock and have driven 

them away, and you have not attended to them. So I will attend to you for your evil 

doings, says the LORD. 3Then I myself will gather the remnant of my flock out of all 

the lands where I have driven them, and I will bring them back to their fold, and they 

shall be fruitful and multiply.4I will raise up shepherds over them who will shepherd 

them, and they shall no longer fear or be dismayed, nor shall any be missing, says 

the LORD. 5The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal wisely and shall 

execute justice and righteousness in the land. 6In his days Judah will be saved, and 

Israel will live in safety. And this is the name by which he will be called: “The 

LORD is our righteousness.” 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 



Psalm 46 

1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 

2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, and though the 

mountains shake in the depths of the sea;  

3though its waters rage and foam, and though the mountains tremble with  

 its tumult.  

4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy  habitation 

 of the Most High. 

5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; God shall help it at the  break 

 of day. 

6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; God speaks, and the earth   

 melts away. 

7The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, what desolations God has 

 brought upon the earth; 

9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; who breaks the bow, 

 and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 

10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the 

 nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 

11The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 

 

Second Reading: Colossians 1: 11-20 

11May you be made strong with all the strength that comes from his glorious power, 

so that you may have all endurance and patience, joyfully 12giving thanks to the 

Father, who has enabled you to share in the inheritance of the saints in the light. 
13He has rescued us from the power of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom 

of his beloved Son, 14in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins. 15He is 

the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of all creation, 16for in him all things in 

heaven and on earth were created, things visible and invisible, whether thrones or 

dominions or rulers or powers—all things have been created through him and for 

him. 17He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 18He is the 

head of the body, the church; he is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, so that 

he might come to have first place in everything. 19For in him all the fullness of God 

was pleased to dwell, 20and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all 



things, whether on earth or in heaven, by making peace through the blood of his 

cross. 

Word of God, word of life.  Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

 

Gospel: Luke 23: 33-43 

The holy gospel according to Luke.  Glory to you, O Lord. 

33When they came to the place that is called The Skull, they crucified Jesus there 

with the criminals, one on his right and one on his left. 34[[Then Jesus said, “Father, 

forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing.”]] And they cast lots to 

divide his clothing. 35And the people stood by watching, but the leaders scoffed at 

him, saying, “He saved others; let him save himself if he is the Messiah of God, his 

chosen one!” 36The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour 

wine 37and saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38There was also 

an inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 39One of the criminals who 

were hanged there kept deriding him and saying, “Are you not the Messiah? Save 

yourself and us!” 40But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear God, since 

you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41And we indeed have been 

condemned justly, for we are getting what we deserve for our deeds, but this man 

has done nothing wrong.” 42Then he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come in 

your kingdom.” 43He replied, “Truly I tell you, today you will be with me in 

paradise.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Sermon Pastor Mark Oehlert  

 

  



Hymn of the Day: O Christ, What Can it Mean for Us  ELW 431 

1  O Christ, what can it mean for us 

 to claim you as our king? 

 What royal face have you revealed 

 whose praise the church would sing? 

 Aspiring not to glory's height, 

 to power, wealth, and fame, 

 you walked a diff'rent, lowly way, 

 another's will your aim. 

2  You came, the image of our God, 

 to heal and to forgive, 

 to shed your blood for sinners' sake 

 that we might rise and live. 

 To break the law of death you came, 

 the law of love to bring: 

 a diff'rent rule of righteousness, 

 a diff'rent kind of king. 

 

 

 

3  Though some would make their greatness 

 felt 

 and lord it over all, 

 you said the first must be the last 

 and service be our call. 

 O Christ in workplace, church, and home, 

 let none to power cling; 

 for still, through us, you come to serve, 

 a diff'rent kind of king. 

4  You chose a humble human form 

 and shunned the world's renown; 

 you died for us upon a cross 

 with thorns your only crown. 

 But still, beyond the span of years, 

 our glad hosannas ring, 

 for now at God's right hand you reign, 

 a diff'rent kind of king! 

 

 

Apostles’ Creed  

Together we profess our faith with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead.* 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 



Prayers of Intercession  

…Hear us, O God  Your mercy is great. 

…through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

Sharing of the Peace ELW p. 152 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you.  

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards be Fruitful ELW 184 

Thank you for your gifts and offerings. Whether you give electronically, or by cash 

or check in an envelope, we greatly appreciate your continued support of God’s 

ministries. 

Offering Prayer  

… our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving  ELW p. 152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy  ELW p. 153 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table    



Lord’s Prayer ELW p. 154 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

Invitation to Communion 

All who are hungry, come! The feast of grace is spread. 

All are welcome to the Lord’s Table. Bread and wine are served, with white grape 

juice in the middle of the tray; and gluten free wafers upon request. 

 

Lamb of God ELW p. 154 

 

 

Communion Hymn: Beautiful Savior ELW 838  

1  Beautiful Savior, 

 King of creation, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Truly I'd love thee, 

 truly I'd serve thee, 

 light of my soul, my joy, my crown. 

2  Fair are the meadows, 

 fair are the woodlands, 

 robed in flow'rs of blooming spring; 

 Jesus is fairer, 

 Jesus is purer, 

 he makes our sorrowing spirit sing. 

 

3  Fair is the sunshine, 

 fair is the moonlight, 

 bright the sparkling stars on high; 

 Jesus shines brighter, 

 Jesus shines purer 

 than all the angels in the sky. 

4  Beautiful Savior, 

 Lord of the nations, 

 Son of God and Son of Man! 

 Glory and honor, 

 praise, adoration, 

 now and forevermore be thine! 

 

 



Post-Communion Blessing 

…Amen. 

Prayer after Communion ELW p. 155 

Let us pray. 

God of abundance, with this bread of life and cup of salvation you have united us 

with Christ, making us one with all your people. Now send us forth in the power of 

your Spirit, that we may proclaim your redeeming love to the world and continue 

forever in the risen life of Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Blessing ELW p. 155 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. Amen. 

 

Sending Song: Crown Him with Many Crowns ELW 855 

1  Crown him with many crowns, the Lamb upon his throne; 

 hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns all music but its own. 

 Awake, my soul, and sing of him who died for thee, 

 and hail him as thy matchless king through all eternity. 

4  Crown him the Lord of life, who triumphed o'er the grave 

 and rose victorious in the strife for those he came to save. 

 His glories now we sing, who died and rose on high, 

 who died, eternal life to bring, and lives that death may die. 

5  Crown him the Lord of years, the potentate of time, 

 creator of the rolling spheres, ineffably sublime. 

 All hail, Redeemer, hail! For thou hast died for me; 

 Thy praise and glory shall not fail throughout eternity. 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Christ is with you.  

Thanks be to God. 



 

Postlude: All Creatures of Our God and King  arr. Victor Lebenske  

 

 

 

 

 

Announcements 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Sunday, November 23 8:00AM  Worship in person  
 9:15AM  Faith Formation/Adult Bible Study  

 10:30AM Worship in person or online 

Thursday, November 27 Happy Thanksgiving! – office will be closed  

Sunday, November 30 8:00AM Worship in person 

 9:15AM Church decorating 

 10:30AM Worship in person or online  

 

 

 

Faith Forward Dwelling Verse (FFDV) 
42“Then he said, ‘Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom.’” Luke 

23:42 

 

 

Thank you! 

Thank you all for your participation with Stewardship Sunday, and huge thanks for 

all of your pledges! There’s still plenty of time to turn in your pledges. They help the 

council put together an informed budget for 2026.  

 

 

 

Decorating with Pointsettias 

Would you like to purchase a poinsettia for the sanctuary for Christmas this year? 

Envelopes for your check or cash are available in the narthex. Price is $12.00. You 

may indicate whether this plant is in memory or honor of someone. Help us decorate 

the sanctuary for Christmas! If you have questions, please contact Ellen Shook. 

 

 



 

Little Free Food Pantry 

Many thanks to all who have so generously responded to our Little Food Pantry 

needs. Canned meats and canned pasta sauce are groceries that are especially needed 

right now. We are so grateful for your continued support! 

 

 

 

Lord of Life Staff Christmas Gift  

If you would like to donate toward a Christmas gift for our staff, please place your 

donation in the offering plate marked as Staff Christmas Gift, or give it to Susan 

Hansen noted as Staff Christmas Gift. Thank you in advance for your support of our 

Great Staff. 

 

 

 

Looking Ahead to Advent  

Advent Theme: Now All the Heavens Start to Whisper 

30 November- 1st Sunday in Advent – we will start Advent/Christmas decorating 

between services ( There will be no Faith Formation classes…we can all help 

decorate.) 

3 December- Leader: Pastor Karla/Guitarist-Troy 

10 December- Leader: Pastor Nate/ Guitarist–Troy  

17 December- Leader: Pastor Karla/Guitarist-Luke   



Lord of Life Lutheran Church 

2899 Hales Mill Road 

Dubuque, IA 52002 

(563) 582-7371 

lordoflife.online 

 

Lord of Life Lutheran Guest Wireless 

Password: Lutheran 

 

Interim Pastor 

Rev. Karla Wildberger 

pastor@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

Administrative Assistant 

Kayleen Backhaus 

office@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

Musician 

Jill Klinebriel 

jill@lordoflifedbq.org 

 

NOW Worship Leader 

Bri Ensign 

bri.ensign@gmail.com 

 

Choir Director 

Susan Hansen 

 

Administrative Office Hours 

Monday - Thursday 

9:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

Worship Online 

YouTube Channel: Lord of Life Lutheran Church; website: lordoflife.online 

or Facebook: Lord of Life Lutheran Dubuque 

 

This Week’s Worship Servants 

Readers: 8:00 Susan Hansen  10:30  

Ushers: 8:00 10:30  

Tech/PPT:  8:00 10:30  
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