
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

3rd Sunday of Easter 

April 14, 2024 

 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting 4 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

Prelude: Wondrous Love Larry Shackley 

 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

the wellspring of grace, our Easter and our joy. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

Immersed in the promises of baptism, 

let us give thanks for what God has done for us. 

We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning 

your voice thundered over the deep and water became the essence of life. 

Adam and Eve beheld Eden’s verdant rivers. 

The ark carried your creation through the flood into a new day. 

Miriam led the dancing as your people passed through the sea 

into freedom’s land. 

In a desert pool the Ethiopian official entered your boundless baptismal life. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 

At the river your beloved Son was baptized by John 

and anointed with the Holy Spirit. 

By the baptism of Jesus’ death and resurrection 

you opened the floodgates of your reconciling love, 

freeing us to live as Easter people. 

We rejoice with glad hearts, 

giving all honor and praise to you, 

through the risen Christ, our source of living water, 

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Look, here is water! 

Here is our water of life! Alleluia! 



Gathering Hymn: The Day of Resurrection ELW 361 
 

Greeting ELW p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

Kyrie (sung) ELW p. 147 
 

Canticle of Praise ELW p. 149 
 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

Holy and righteous God, you are the author of life, and you adopt us to be your 

children. Fill us with your words of life, that we may live as witnesses to the 

resurrection of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 
 

First Reading: Acts 3:12-19 

After healing a man unable to walk, Peter preaches to the people, describing how 

God’s promises to Israel have been fulfilled in Jesus. Through the proclamation of 

Christ’s death and resurrection, God is offering them forgiveness and restoration in 

Jesus’ name. 

12[Peter] addressed the people, “You Israelites, why do you wonder at this, or why 

do you stare at us, as though by our own power or piety we had made him walk? 
13The God of Abraham, the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob, the God of our 

ancestors has glorified his servant Jesus, whom you handed over and rejected in the 

presence of Pilate, though he had decided to release him. 14But you rejected the Holy 

and Righteous One and asked to have a murderer given to you, 15and you killed the 

Author of life, whom God raised from the dead. To this we are witnesses. 16And by 

faith in his name, his name itself has made this man strong, whom you see and 

know; and the faith that is through Jesus has given him this perfect health in the 

presence of all of you. 

 17“And now, friends, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did also your rulers. 
18In this way God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the prophets, that his 



Messiah would suffer. 19Repent therefore, and turn to God so that your sins may be 

wiped out.” 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 4 (read responsively)  

1Answer me when I call, O God, defender of my cause; you set me free when I was 

in distress; have mercy on me and hear my prayer. 

2“You mortals, how long will you dishonor my glory; how long will you love 

illusions and seek after lies?” 

3Know that the LORD does wonders for the faithful; the LORD will hear me when I 

call. 

4Tremble, then, and do not sin; speak to your heart in silence up on your bed. 

5Offer the appointed sacrifices, and put your trust in the LORD. 

6Many are saying, “Who will show us any good?” Let the light of your face 

shine upon us, O LORD. 

7You have put gladness in my heart, more than when grain and wine abound. 

8In peace, I will lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me rest 

secure. 
 

Second Reading: 1 John 3:1-7 

God has loved us in order to make us children of God. Though we do not yet know 

the full details of our future existence, we trust that God will reveal it just as God 

revealed Jesus to take away our sins. 

1See what love the Father has given us, that we should be called children of God; 

and that is what we are. The reason the world does not know us is that it did not 

know him. 2Beloved, we are God’s children now; what we will be has not yet been 

revealed. What we do know is this: when he is revealed, we will be like him, for we 

will see him as he is. 3And all who have this hope in him purify themselves, just as 

he is pure. 

 4Everyone who commits sin is guilty of lawlessness; sin is lawlessness. 5You 

know that he was revealed to take away sins, and in him there is no sin. 6No one 

who abides in him sins; no one who sins has either seen him or known him. 7Little 

children, let no one deceive you. Everyone who does what is right is righteous, just 

as he is righteous. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation ELW p. 151 

 
 

Gospel: Luke 24:13-48 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

13Now on that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about 

seven miles from Jerusalem, 14and talking with each other about all these things that 

had happened. 15While they were talking and discussing, Jesus himself came near 

and went with them, 16but their eyes were kept from recognizing him. 17And he said 

to them, "What are you discussing with each other while you walk along?" They 

stood still, looking sad. 18Then one of them, whose name was Cleopas, answered 

him, "Are you the only stranger in Jerusalem who does not know the things that 

have taken place there in these days?" 19He asked them, "What things?" They 

replied, "The things about Jesus of Nazareth, who was a prophet mighty in deed and 

word before God and all the people, 20and how our chief priests and leaders handed 

him over to be condemned to death and crucified him. 21But we had hoped that he 

was the one to redeem Israel. Yes, and besides all this, it is now the third day since 

these things took place. 22Moreover, some women of our group astounded us. They 

were at the tomb early this morning, 23and when they did not find his body there, 

they came back and told us that they had indeed seen a vision of angels who said 

that he was alive. 24Some of those who were with us went to the tomb and found it 

just as the women had said; but they did not see him." 25Then he said to them, "Oh, 

how foolish you are, and how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have 

declared! 26Was it not necessary that the Messiah should suffer these things and then 

enter into his glory?" 27Then beginning with Moses and all the prophets, he 

interpreted to them the things about himself in all the scriptures. 

 28As they came near the village to which they were going, he walked ahead as if 

he were going on. 29But they urged him strongly, saying, "Stay with us, because it is 

almost evening and the day is now nearly over." So he went in to stay with them. 
30When he was at the table with them, he took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave 

it to them. 31Then their eyes were opened, and they recognized him; and he vanished 

from their sight. 32They said to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us 



while he was talking to us on the road, while he was opening the scriptures to us?" 
33That same hour they got up and returned to Jerusalem; and they found the eleven 

and their companions gathered together. 34They were saying, "The Lord has risen 

indeed, and he has appeared to Simon!" 35Then they told what had happened on the 

road, and how he had been made known to them in the breaking of the bread. 
 36While they were talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to 

them, "Peace be with you." 37They were startled and terrified, and thought that they 

were seeing a ghost. 38He said to them, "Why are you frightened, and why do doubts 

arise in your hearts? 39Look at my hands and my feet; see that it is I myself. Touch 

me and see; for a ghost does not have flesh and bones as you see that I have." 40And 

when he had said this, he showed them his hands and his feet. 41While in their joy 

they were disbelieving and still wondering, he said to them, "Have you anything 

here to eat?" 42They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43and he took it and ate in their 

presence. 

 44Then he said to them, "These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still 

with you — that everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and 

the psalms must be fulfilled." 45Then he opened their minds to understand the 

scriptures, 46and he said to them, "Thus it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and 

to rise from the dead on the third day, 47and that repentance and forgiveness of sins 

is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem. 48You are 

witnesses of these things. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Time 

 

Sermon The Rev. Karla Wildberger 

 

Hymn of the Day: As We Gather at Your Table ELW 522 

1 As we gather at your table, 

as we listen to your word, 

help us know, O God, your presence; 

let our hearts and minds be stirred. 

Nourish us with sacred story 

till we claim it as our own; 

teach us through this holy banquet 

how to make Love's vict'ry known. 

2 Turn our worship into witness 

in the sacrament of life; 

send us forth to love and serve you, 

bringing peace where there is strife. 

Give us, Christ, your great compassion 

to forgive as you forgave; 

may we still behold your image 

in the world you died to save. 

 



3 Gracious Spirit, help us summon 

other guests to share that feast 

where triumphant Love will welcome 

those who had been last and least. 

There no more will envy blind us 

nor will pride our peace destroy, 

as we join with saints and angels 

to repeat the sounding joy. 

Text: Carl P. Daw Jr., b. 1944    Music: Oude en Nieuwe Hollantse Boerenlities en Contradansen, 1710; arr. Julius Röntgen, 1855-1932 

Text © 1989 Hope Publishing Company    Used by permission OneLicense A-718383 

 

 

Nicene Creed 

Let us profess our faith together: 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary  

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Prayers of Intercession 

…God of grace, receive our prayer. 

…our resurrected and living Lord. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace ELW p. 152 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering: Let the Vineyards Be Fruitful ELW 184 

 

 

Offering Prayer ELW p. 152 

Let us pray.  

Risen One, you call us to believe and bear fruit. May the gifts that we offer here be 

signs of your abiding love. Form us to be your witnesses in the world, through Jesus 

Christ, our true vine. 

Amen. 

 

 

Great Thanksgiving (sung) ELW p.152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface  

 

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 153 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table  

…both now and forever. 

Amen. 

 



Lord’s Prayer  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Lamb of God ELW p. 154 
 

Communion Hymn: Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether ELW 470 

1 Draw us in the Spirit's tether, 

for when humbly in your name 

two or three are met together, 

you are in the midst of them. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

Touch we now your garment's hem. 

2 As disciples used to gather 

in the name of Christ to sup, 

then with thanks to God the giver 

break the bread and bless the cup, 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

so now bind our friendship up. 

3 All our meals and all our living 

make as sacraments of you, 

that by caring, helping, giving, 

we may be disciples true. 

Alleluia! Alleluia! 

We will serve with faith anew. 

 

Prayer after Communion ELW p. 155 

Let us pray. 

Life-giving God, in the mystery of Christ’s resurrection you send light to conquer 

darkness, water to give new life, and the bread of life to nourish your people. Send 

us forth as witnesses to your Son’s resurrection, that we may show your glory to all 

the world, through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.  Amen. 
 

SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

Announcements 

Text: Percy Dearmer, 1867-

1936, alt.    Music: Harold 

Friedell, 1905-1958    Text © 

Oxford University Press    

Music © 1957, 1985 H.W. 

Gray, admin. CPP/Belwin    

Used by permission 

OneLicense #A-718383 



Blessing ELW p. 155 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

The God of resurrection power, the Christ of unending joy, 

and the Spirit of Easter hope ☩ bless you now and always. 

Amen. 

 

Sending Song: Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ ELW 674 

 
Text: Fred Kaan, b. 1929    Music: Jamaican folk tune; adapt. Doreen Potter, 1925-1980 

Text and music © 1975 Hope Publishing Company   Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

Dismissal 

Alleluia! Go in peace. Rejoice and be glad. 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 

 

Postlude: At the Lamb’s High Feast Music by Terry Osman 

 

Announcements 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Al & Christine Simms to the Glory of God. 

 

World Hunger Month 

April marks the month for collecting quarterly donations to World Hunger. If you 

choose to donate to this cause, it can be added to your regular giving and noted as 

‘Other: World Hunger’ on the offering envelope. 



Calling Bakers 

We’re looking for any good bakers who may be interested in making and donating a 

pie for a silent auction to support the youth attending the gathering this summer. If 

interested, please talk to Pastor Karla for more information. Thank you! 
 

Coffee House  

On Sunday, April 21st, 4-6pm, Lord of Life will be hosting a Coffee House/Silent 

Auction to raise funds for those going to the ELCA Youth Gathering this summer in 

New Orleans. It is going to be lots of fun…there will be surprise guests!!! Also, in 

the Narthex, there is a table with boxes for each LOL person going to the Youth 

Gathering. Please write them a note with a prayer or thoughts of encouragement and 

put it in their box. (You can also get them a fast-food gift card for them to use to get 

snacks during their trip      ) 
 

“Ted Lasso” Bible Study 

Our Ted Lasso Bible Study continues tomorrow evening at 6:30pm. Each week will 

include viewing the episode(s) of the week, and a Bible study to follow. You do not 

need to know anything about tea, soccer, football, coaching, or AFC Richmond to 

join this group. We will have 1 week of “stoppage” while Pastor Karla is away for 

“Faith Forward” training.  Please RSVP to Pastor Karla if you would like to attend, 

pastor@lordoflifedbq.org 
 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Sunday, April 14  8:00 AM Worship in-person 

  9:15 AM SS/Confirmation 

 10:30 AM Worship in-person or online 

Monday, April 15  6:30 PM Ted Lasso Bible Study 
 

Prayer List 

Lois Freiburger Pat Friedman Sally Fuller Jim & Bernita Gilbertson 

Steve Geisert Jessie & Amanda Gillen and family Tara & Kevin Grace 
 

This Week’s Worship Servants 

Readers: 8:00 Steve Heer 10:30 Barb Lindecker 

Ushers: 8:00 Jenn & Kevin Cartee 10:30 Tara Grace 

Tech/PPT:  8:00  10:30  
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