
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

5th Sunday in Lent 

March 17, 2024 

10:30 am 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting Eight 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude:  Forever Chris Tomlin 

 

 

Confession and Forgiveness ELW p. 94 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 



Gathering Song: Open the Eyes of My Heart 

 

Greeting 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

Kyrie ELW p. 184 

The assembly joins in with the refrain when invited. 

let us pray to the Lord, let us pray to the Lord 

Kyrie eleison, on our world and on our way, 

Kyrie eleison, ev’ry day. 

 

 

Canticle of Praise ELW p. 185 

Refrain  

Glory to God in the highest, the highest, and peace to God’s people on earth. 

1 Lord God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father, 

we worship you, we give you thanks, we praise you for your glory. Refrain 

2 Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, Lamb of God, 

you take away the sin of the world: have mercy on us; 

you are seated at the right hand of the Father: receive our prayer. Refrain 

3 For you alone are the Holy One, you alone are the Lord, 

you alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. Amen. Amen. Refrain (x2) 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 

prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and 

death we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 



WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the 

covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make 

a new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because 

God will write it on their hearts. 

31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant 

with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant 

that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of 

the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the 

LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, says the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 

hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they 

teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know 

me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their 

iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 51:1-17 (read responsively)  

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; according to your 

abundant mercy blot out my transgressions. 

2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 

3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever before me. 

4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done what is evil in your sight, so 

that you are justified in your sentence and blameless when you pass 

judgment. 

5Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my mother conceived me. 

6You desire truth in the inward being; therefore teach me wisdom in my secret 

heart. 

7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be whiter than 

snow. 

8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that you have crushed rejoice. 

9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my iniquities. 



10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new and right spirit within me. 

11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do not take your holy spirit from 

me. 

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and sustain in me a willing spirit. 

13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will return to you. 

14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my salvation, and my tongue 

will sing aloud of your deliverance. 

15O LORD, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise. 

16For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to give a burnt offering, you 

would not be pleased. 

17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O 

God, you will not despise. 
 

 

Second Reading: Hebrews 5:5-10 

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains 

how Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the 

source of our eternal salvation. 

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the 

one who said to him, “You are my Son, today I have begotten you”; 6as he says also 

in another place, “You are a priest forever, according to the order of Melchizedek.” 

 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 

cries and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 

through what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of 

eternal salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high 

priest according to the order of Melchizedek. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Song: Word of God, Speak 

Word of God speak, would You pour down like rain 

Washing my eyes to see Your majesty  

to be still and know that You're in this place 

Please let me stay and rest, in Your holiness 

Word of God speak (repeat) 



Bart Millard | Pete Kipley  © 2002 Songs From The Indigo Room (Admin. by CURB | Word Music Publishing); Simpleville Music 

(Fair Trade Music Publishing [c/o Essential Music Publishing LLC]); Curb Wordspring Music (Admin. by W.C.M. Music Corp.) 

CCLI Song # 3912788  For use solely with the SongSelect®  All rights reserved.  CCLI License # 2975522 

 

Gospel: John 12:20-33 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here 

Jesus’ words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into 

the promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 

20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 
21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we 

wish to see Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went 

and told Jesus. 23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to 

be glorified. 24Very truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and 

dies, it remains just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who 

love their life lose it, and those who hate their life in this world will keep it for 

eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me, and where I am, there will my 

servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will honor. 

 27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this 

hour’? No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your 

name.” Then a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it 

again.” 29The crowd standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, 

“An angel has spoken to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your 

sake, not for mine. 31Now is the judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world 

will be driven out. 32And I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all people 

to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind of death he was to die. 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Children’s Time 

 

 

Sermon The Rev. Karla Wildberger 

 

 

Song of the Day: All My Hope 

 



Affirmation of Faith 

Let us profess our faith together: 

I believe that the God I see in scripture is a God of love. I believe that God 

created me and delights in that creation. I believe the psalmist who says, “I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made.” I believe that, just as God called Jesus 

“beloved,” God extends this same term of endearment to us. 

I believe that no matter our earthly challenges, nothing could strip me of that 

sacred title. I could fail every test, miss every goal, drop every ball, and I would 

still be God’s beloved. 

Therefore, I cling to this promise like a rock in the storm. I anchor myself with 

this good news, allowing the anxiety of the day to roll over me as best I can, 

because I know where I belong. 

I am a child of God. I am beloved. I strive to live this way. 

Amen. 

From How Does a Weary World Rejoice © sanctified art; www.sanctified art.org; Used by permission. 

 

Prayers of Intercession 

…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

…through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering Song: Forever 

 

Offering Prayer  

Let us pray, 

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace 

and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 



Dialogue ELW p. 190 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

 

Preface ELW p. 190 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy (spoken) ELW p. 190 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

God of pow’r and might, 

heaven and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table ELW p. 190 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray together as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done,  

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 

Invitation to Communion 

 

 

Lamb of God ELW p. 191 

 



Communion Distribution Songs: 

As the Grains of Wheat ELW 465 

Refrain 

As the grains of wheat once scattered on the hill 

were gathered into one to become our bread; 

so may all your people from all the ends of earth 

be gathered into one in you. 

1 As this cup of blessing is shared within our midst, 

may we share the presence of your love. Refrain 

2 Let this be a foretaste of all that is to come 

when all creation shares this feast with you. Refrain 

 

 

Come to the Table ELW 481 

Come to the table of mercy, 

prepared with the wine and the bread. 

All who are hungry and thirsty, 

come, and your souls will be fed. 

Come at the Lord's invitation; 

receive from his nail-scarred hand. 

Eat of the bread of salvation; 

drink of the blood of the Lamb. 

 

 

 

Prayer after Communion ELW p. 155 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the 

gift of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, 

fast from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of 

your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

  



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

 

Announcements 

 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

Sending Song: Our God Saves 

 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

Postlude: Our God Saves 

  



Announcements 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Gilbertsons & Heers in memory of Pastor 

Henry & Rosebud Grishkowsky. 

 

Midweek Lent Services 

Our midweek series ‘Created for Community’ concludes Wednesday at 6:00 pm. 

The final focus will be “In Community with Christ” and will be led by Pastor Karla 

with Jill as the musician. 

 
Calling Bakers 

We’re looking for any good bakers who may be interested in making and donating a 

pie for a silent auction to support the youth attending the gathering this summer. If 

interested, please talk to Pastor Karla for more information. Thank you! 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Sunday, March 17  8:00 AM Worship in-person 

  9:15 AM No SS/Conf.  Adult Faith Formation 

 10:30 AM NOW Worship in-person or online 

Tuesday, March 19  7:00 PM Call Comm. Mtg. with Pr. Steve Brackett 

Wednesday, March 20  6:00 PM Midweek Lent Worship in-person or online 

  6:30 PM Choir Rehearsal (after worship) 

Thursday, March 21 11:30 AM Senior Lunch: Denny’s Lux Club 

 

Prayer List 

Kevin & Rev. Denise Anderson Sandy Arp 

Mike & Sue Asche Donald & Kayleen Backhaus 

Kim Barnes Linda & Bruce Bothwell 

Ted & Angie Boyle and family 

 

This Week’s Worship Servants 

Readers: 8:00 Kris E. Eipperle 10:30 Tara Grace 

Ushers: 8:00 Craig & Dione Miller 10:30 Linda Bothwell 

Tech/PPT:  8:00  10:30  
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