
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Loved by God, 

Sent to Serve. 

 

4th Sunday in Lent 

March 10, 2024 

 



Evangelical Lutheran Worship 

Setting 4 

 

GATHERING 

The Holy Spirit calls us together as the people of God. 

 

 

Prelude: I Want Jesus to Walk with Me Arr. James Pethel 

 

Confession and Forgiveness ELW p. 94 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 

who forgives all our sin, 

whose mercy endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy 

Spirit, that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Most merciful God, 

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have 

mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your 

will and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name. 

Amen. 

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake 

God forgives us all our sins. As a called and ordained minister of the church of 

Christ, and by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all 

your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  



Gathering Hymn: Just As I Am, without One Plea ELW 592 

 
Text: Charlotte Elliott, 1789-1871    Music: William B. Bradbury, 1816-1868    Public Domain 

 

Greeting ELW p. 147 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

 

Kyrie (sung) ELW p. 147 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above, and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, 

and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house, 

and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 



Prayer of the Day 

Let us pray. 

O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world 

and rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our 

deeds may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

 

WORD 

God speaks to us in scripture reading, preaching, and song. 

 

 

First Reading: Numbers 21:4-9 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine 

and grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God 

punishes them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of 

healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 

4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 

land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke 

against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in 

the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable 

food.” 6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the 

people, so that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have 

sinned by speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away 

the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to 

Moses, “Make a poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten 

shall look at it and live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a 

pole; and whenever a serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of 

bronze and live. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

  



Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22 (read responsively)  

1Give thanks to the LORD, for the LORD is good, for God’s mercy endures forever. 

2Let the redeemed of the LORD proclaim that God redeemed them from the 

hand of the foe, 

3gathering them in from the lands; from the east and from the west, from the north 

and from the south. 

17Some were fools and took rebellious paths; through their sins they were 

afflicted. 

18They loathed all manner of food and drew near to death’s door. 

19Then in their trouble they cried to the LORD and you delivered them from 

their distress. 

20You sent forth your word and healed them and rescued them from the grave. 

21Let them give thanks to you, LORD, for your steadfast love and your 

wonderful works for all people. 

22Let them offer sacrifices of thanksgiving and tell of your deeds with shouts of joy. 

 

 

Second Reading: Ephesians 2:1-10 

While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace 

in Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus 

our good works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 

1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following 

the course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is 

now at work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in 

the passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by 

nature children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of 

the great love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our 

trespasses, made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and 

raised us up with him and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 
7so that in the ages to come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in 

kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, 

and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that 

no one may boast. 10For we are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for 

good works, which God prepared beforehand to be our way of life. 

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God. 



Gospel Acclamation ELW p. 151 

 
 

 

Gospel: John 3:14-21 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to 

the scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon 

the bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ 

lifted up on the cross. 

[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son 

of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 

condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 

not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the 

light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because 

their deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the 

light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come 

to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

 

Children’s Time 

 

 

 

Sermon The Rev. Karla Wildberger 



Hymn of the Day: What Wondrous Love Is This ELW 666 

 
Text: North American folk hymn, 19th cent., alt.  Music: W. Walker, Southern Harmony, 1835; arr. Paul J. Christiansen, 1914-1997, alt. 

Arr. © 1944 Augsburg Publishing House 

Affirmation of Faith 

Let us profess our faith together: 

I believe that the God I see in scripture is a God of love. I believe that God 

created me and delights in that creation. I believe the psalmist who says, “I am 

fearfully and wonderfully made.” I believe that, just as God called Jesus 

“beloved,” God extends this same term of endearment to us. 

I believe that no matter our earthly challenges, nothing could strip me of that 

sacred title. I could fail every test, miss every goal, drop every ball, and I would 

still be God’s beloved. 

Therefore, I cling to this promise like a rock in the storm. I anchor myself with 

this good news, allowing the anxiety of the day to roll over me as best I can, 

because I know where I belong. 

I am a child of God. I am beloved. I strive to live this way.  Amen. 

From How Does a Weary World Rejoice © sanctified art; www.sanctified art.org; Used by permission. 



Prayers of Intercession 

…Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great. 

…through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 

 

Sharing of the Peace ELW p. 152 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

MEAL 

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ. 

 

Offering: Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW 188 

 

Offering Prayer ELW p. 152 

Let us pray.  

God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace and 

life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Great Thanksgiving (sung) ELW p.152 

The Lord be with you. And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 

Preface  

 

Holy, Holy, Holy ELW p. 153 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table  

…be all honor and glory, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,  



your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom the power,  

and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion 
 

Lamb of God ELW p. 154 
 

Communion Hymn: Create in Me a Clean Heart ELW 185 

 

Prayer after Communion ELW p. 155 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift 

of baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast 

from self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 



SENDING 

God blesses us and sends us in mission to the world. 

 

Announcements 

 

Blessing HS p. 21 

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one 

another, in accordance with Christ Jesus. Amen. 

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 

The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. Amen. 

 

Sending Song: O God of Mercy, God of Light   vs. 1,2,3 ELW 714 

 

Text: Godfrey Thring, 1823-1903, alt.    Music: Joseph Barnby, 1838-1896; arr. hymnal version  

MArr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress Used by permission OneLicense #A-718383 

 

Dismissal 

Go in peace. Share the good news. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Postlude: My Jesus, I Love Thee Tracey Craig McKibben 



Announcements 

 

Altar Flowers today are provided by Jan and Dale (Helwig-)Schrobilgen in 

celebration of their anniversary. 

 

Midweek Lent Services 

Midweek services continue Wednesday at 6:00 pm. This week’s focus will be “In 

Community with those on the Margins” and will be led by Pastor Denise Anderson 

with Rita as the musician. 

 

This Week at Lord of Life 

Sunday, March 10  8:00 AM Worship in-person 

  9:15 AM Sunday School, Confirmation w/Adults 

 10:30 AM Worship in-person or online 

Tuesday, March 12  6:30 PM Council Meeting 

Wednesday, March 13  5:15 PM Choir Rehearsal 

  6:00 PM Midweek Lent Worship in-person or online 

Thursday, March 7  6:30 PM Stephen Ministry 

 

Prayer List 

Karla Wildberger 

Anthony Windau 

David & Kay Zepeski 

Robert & Erika Ziegelmaier and family 

Mike & Stephanie Ackerman and family 

Earl & Angie Alexander 

Karin Anderson and family 
 

This Week’s Worship Servants 

Readers: 8:00 Sandy Arp 10:30 Barb Lindecker 

Ushers: 8:00 Jim & Bernie Gilbertson 10:30 Galen Thomas 

Tech/PPT:  8:00  10:30  
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